


Infroduction

The Erie Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) is administered by the Erie County,
Pennsylvania Department of Planning and Community Development. Both the Erie MPO and Erie
County are committed to a policy of nondiscrimination in regard to race, color and national origin
as well as age, sex, disability, religion or retaliation. This Title VI/Nondiscrimination Implementation
Plan reflects the Erie MPO’s commitment to ensuring that no person shall be excluded from
participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any of the Erie
MPQO’s programs or activities. This plan, which includes the Erie MPO’s Public Participation Plan,
provides guidance for outreach and public involvement activities during MPO planning and
programming efforts.

Title VI Policy Notice to the Public

The Erie MPO functions as both a conduit for, and a direct recipient of, federal tfransportation
funds. Accordingly, it is the policy of the Erie MPO to comply with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of
1964, as amended, in all programs and activities. No person shall, on the grounds of race, color,
or national origin be excluded from the participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise
subjected to discrimination under any program or activity undertaken by the Erie MPO.

Furthermore, the Erie MPO will not, directly or through contractual arrangements:
¢ Engage in intentional discrimination because of race, color, or national origin;
e Use criteria or methods of administration which have the effect of subjecting persons to
discrimination because of their race, color, or national origin; or,
¢ Intimidate, threaten, coerce, or discriminate against any individual in retaliation for
exercising a right or privilege.

All complaints that allege exclusion from participation in, denial of benefits or discrimination on
the grounds of race, color, or national origin from a program, service or activity administered by
the Erie MPO shall be forwarded to the Erie MPO Title VI Coordinator for intfake and disposition
consistent with the appropriate operating administration’s complaint resolution process. Members
of the public may file Title VI Complaints via email to pecdinfo@eriecountypa.gov or via mail to the
Erie County Department of Planning and Community Development, 150 East Front Sireet - Suite 300,
Erie, PA 16507. You may file a written complaint no later than 180 calendar days after the date of
the alleged discrimination.

The Erie MPO will not place a surcharge to provide auxiliary aids/services or reasonable
modifications of policy.

Alternatively, complaints may be submitted to the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA),
Federal Transit Administration (FTA), Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT), the
United States Department of Transportation (USDOT), and the United States Department of Justice
(USDOJ).

The Erie MPO posts this notfice on the MPO’s webpage and at the MPO office location



https://eriecountypa.gov/erie-mpo-title-iv-policy/
mailto:pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov

Aviso de politica del Titulo VI al pablico

La MPO de Erie funciona tanto como un conducto para, como un receptor directo de, fondos
federales de fransporte. En consecuencia, es politica de la MPO de Erie cumplir con el Titulo
VI de la Ley de Derechos Civiles de 1964, segun enmendada, en todos los programas y
actividades. Ninguna persona serd excluida de la participacion en, se le negaran los
beneficios de, o se le someterd de otro modo a discriminaciéon bajo cualquier programa o
actividad realizada por la MPO de Erie por razones de raza, color u origen nacional.

Ademads, la MPO de Erie no, directa o a través de acuerdos contractuales:
« Participard en discriminacion intencional por razdn de raza, color u origen nacional;
« Utilizara criterios o métodos de administracion que tengan el efecto de someter a
las personas a discriminacion por razén de su raza, color u origen nacional; o,
e Infimidard, amenazard, coercionard o discriminard a cualquier individuo en
represalia por ejercer un derecho o privilegio.

Todas las quejas que aleguen exclusidon de la participacion en, negacion de beneficios o
discriminacidn por razdn de raza, color u origen nacional en un programa, servicio o actividad
administrada por la MPO de Erie deberdan ser enviadas al Coordinador del Titulo VI de la MPO
de Erie para su recepcion y resolucidn de acuerdo con el proceso de resolucion de quejas
de la administracidon operativa correspondiente. Los miemibros del publico pueden presentar
quejas del Titulo VI por correo electronico a pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov o por correo a:

Erie County Department of Planning and Community
Development 150 East Front Street, Suite 300
Erie, PA 16507

La MPO de Erie no impondrd un recargo para proporcionar ayudas/servicios auxiliares o
modificaciones razonables de politica.

Alternativamente, las quejas pueden ser enviadas a la Administracion Federal de Carreteras
(FHWA), la Administracion Federal de Transporte (FTA), el Departamento de Transporte de
Pensilvania (PennDOT), el Departamento de Transporte de los Estados Unidos (USDOT) v el
Departamento de Justicia de los Estados Unidos (USDOJ).




ADA Policy Notice to the Public

In accordance with the requirements of fitle Il of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990
("ADA"), the County of Erie will not discriminate against qualified individuals with disabilities on
the basis of disability in its services, programs, or activities.

Employment: County of Erie does not discriminate on the basis of disability in its hiring or
employment practices and complies with all regulations promulgated by the U.S. Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission under title | of the ADA.

Effective Communication: County of Erie will generally, upon request, provide appropriate aids
and services leading to effective communication for qualified persons with disabilities so they
can participate equally in County of Erie’s programs, services, and activities, including
qualified sign language interpreters, documents in Braille, and other ways of making
information and communications accessible to people who have speech, hearing, or vision
impairments.

Modifications to Policies and Procedures: County of Erie will make all reasonable modifications
to policies and programs to ensure that people with disabilities have an equal opportunity to
enjoy all of its programs, services, and activities. For example, individuals with service animals
are welcomed in County of Erie offices, even where pets are generally prohibited.

Anyone who requires an auxiliary aid or service for effective communication, or a modification
of policies or procedures to participate in a program, service, or activity of the County of Erie,
should contact the office of Erie County ADA Coordinator, 1001 State Street, Suite 812, Erie, Pa
16501 as soon as possible but no later than 48 hours before the scheduled event.

The ADA does not require the County of Erie to take any action that would fundamentally
alter the nature of its programs or services, or impose an undue financial or administrative
burden.

Complaints that a program, service, or activity of County of Erie is not accessible to persons
with disabilities should be directed to Erie County ADA Coordinator, 155 West 8th Street, Suite
401, Erie, PA 16501.

The County of Erie will not place a surcharge on a particular individual with a disability or any
group of individuals with disabilities to cover the cost of providing auxiliary aids/services or
reasonable modifications of a policy, such as retrieving items from locations that are open to
the public but are not accessible to persons who use wheelchairs.

Erie County posts this notice on the ADA webpage and at Erie County office locations.



https://eriecountypa.gov/about/contact/americans-with-disabilities/americans-with-disabilities-act/#:~:text=For%20questions%20about%20Erie%20County's,or%20hrc%40eriecountypa.gov.

Aviso de politica del Titulo VI al pablico

De acuerdo con los requisitos del Titulo Il de la Ley de Estadounidenses con Discapacidades
de 1990 ("ADA™), el Condado de Erie no discriminard a personas calificadas con
discapacidades en base a discapacidad en sus servicios, programas o actividades.

Empleo: EI Condado de Erie no discrimina por motivo de discapacidad en sus practicas de
contratacion o empleo y cumple con todas las regulaciones promulgadas por la Comision de
Igualdad de Oportunidades en el Empleo de EE. UU. bajo el Titulo | de la ADA.

Comunicacion Efectiva: ElI Condado de Erie, generalmente, a solicitud, proporcionara
ayudas y servicios apropiados que conduzcan a una comunicacion efectiva para personas
calificadas con discapacidades para que puedan participar en igualdad de condiciones en los
programas, servicios y actividades del Condado de Erie, incluyendo intérpretes de lenguaje
de sefias calificados, documentos en Braille y otras formas de hacer la informacion y
comunicaciones accesibles para personas con discapacidades del habla, audicién o vision.

Modificaciones a Politicas y Procedimientos: El Condado de Erie hara todas las
modificaciones razonables a politicas y programas para asegurar que las personas con
discapacidades tengan una oportunidad igual de disfrutar de todos sus programas, servicios y
actividades. Por ejemplo, se da la bienvenida a los individuos con animales de servicio en las
oficinas del Condado de Erie, incluso donde los animales domésticos estan generalmente
prohibidos.

Cualquiera que requiera una ayuda o servicio auxiliar para una comunicacion efectiva, o una
modificacion de politicas o procedimientos para participar en un programa, Servicio o
actividad del Condado de Erie, debe contactar a la oficina del Coordinador ADA del Condado
de Erie, 1001 State Street, Suite 812, Erie, PA 16501 lo antes posible, pero no mas tarde de
48 horas antes del evento programado.

La ADA no requiere que el Condado de Erie tome ninguna medida que altere
fundamentalmente la naturaleza de sus programas o servicios, o imponga una carga financiera
0 administrativa indebida.

Las quejas de que un programa, servicio o actividad del Condado de Erie no es accesible para
personas con discapacidades deben dirigirse al Coordinador ADA del Condado de Erie, 155
West 8th Street, Suite 401, Erie, PA 16501.




Environmental Justice (EJ)/Limited English Proficiency (LEP) Policy Statement

It is the policy of the Erie MPO to prevent discrimination against low-income and minority
populations as a result of any impact of its programes, services, and activities.

This includes a commitment to make every reasonable effort to:
¢ |dentify and address, as appropriate, disproportionately high and adverse human health
and environmental effects, including social and economic effects, to low-income and
minority populations; and
¢ Prevent the denial, reduction, or delay in benefits related to programs, services, and
activities that benefit low-income and minority populations

Moreover, the Erie MPO will ensure meaningful access to its programs, services, and activities for
those persons who have Limited English Proficiency, in accordance with Executive Order 13166
(Improving Access to Services for Persons with Limited English Proficiency).

Disadvantage Business Enterprise
The Erie MPO requires all contacts and agreements to contain the following clause:

Federal Disadvantaged Business Enterprise Assurance. Conftractor shall not discriminate on
the basis of race, color, national origin, or sex in the performance of this contract. Contractor shall
carry out applicable requirements of 49 CFR Part 26 in the award and administration. Failure by
the contractor to carry out these requirements is a material breach of this contract, which may
result in the termination of this contract or such other remedy as the County deems appropriate,
which may include, but is not limited to:

1. Withholding progress payments;

2. Assessing sanctions;

3. Liquidated damages; and/or

4. Disqualifying the contractor from future bidding as non-responsible.

If the contractor is providing services or supplies for the County pursuant to this confract, it

must include this assurance in each subcontract that it signs with a subcontractor. If the
contractor is a grantee or other recipient of funds from the County, it must include his assurance
in each contract into which it enfers to carry out the project or activities being funded by this
contract.

The Erie MPO will keep records and reports of bid advertisements with DBE language, bid
submissions including DBE Commitment and/or good faith estimate (GFE) information, contract
and subcontracts for all vendors, termination or substitution requests and records of all payments.
In the future if the MPO receives a direct construction grant from the federal government, the
MPO will provide a competent oversight firm with past experience on federally funded projects.

When any contract is placed out to bid, the Erie MPO will use the Pennsylvania Unified Certification
Program at https://paucp.dbesystem.com/ to identify disadvantaged business enterprises (DBE)
within 100 miles of Erie County. Any business with DBE certification that performs the needed



https://paucp.dbesystem.com/

service will be directly contacted by the Erie MPO and invited to apply to the posting. The Erie
MPO will report all subcontracts executed and payments made to both DBE and non-DBE firms to
PennDOTDBEGoal@pa.gov.

Committee Membership

Under the 2021 by-laws, the Erie MPO is comprised of two committees: the Technical Advisory
Committee and the Coordinating Committee. The Coordinating Committee is the policy body
that formally adopts MPO plans and policies. The Erie MPO does not self-appoint its membership.
Members are appointed by their respective representative bodies. Every year a letter soliciting
board membership renewals and/or appointments is mailed to the sixteen (16) voting
organizations. This letter contains the following language:

“It is very important fo the regional coordinated planning process that your organization appoint
representatives who have the time, experience, and interest to be engaged participants on the
MPO. We encourage the appointment of diverse members of your organizations such as those
who identify as black, Hispanic, Asian, American Indian and Alaskan Native, Native Hawaiian or
other Pacific Islander.”

The self-report breakdown of race by Erie MPO Coordinating Committee members is shown in the
chart below. Itis compared to the racial composition of Erie County as reported in the U.S. Census
Bureau, American Community Survey estimate for July 1, 2022.

Erie County Race Breakdown Erie MPO Coordinating Committee
Total population | 267,689 23 | 100%

Prefer not to say NA 10  43.5%

White alone 86.6% 12 52.2%

Black or African American alone 8.0% 1 4.3%

American Indian and Alaska Native alone 0.3% 0 0%

Asian alone 2.9% 0 0%

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone | 0.1% 0 0%

Two or More Races 2.8% 0 0%

Public Notice Language

All Erie MPO public notices (ex. Public emails, meeting agendas, newspaper ads) include the
following language:

“The Erie MPQO is committed to compliance with the nondiscrimination requirements of applicable
civil rights statutes, executive orders, regulations, and policies. With 10 day advance notification,
accommodations may be provided for those with special needs related to language, sight, or
hearing. If you speak another language, language assistance is available to you free of charge.
If you have a request for a special accommodation, wish to file a Title VI complaint, or desire
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additional information, contact Emily Aloiz, 814-451-7325 (TTY: 814-451-6237) or email
ealoiz@eriecountypa.gov. Meeting locations are accessible to persons with disabilities. If you wish
to file an ADA complaint or request an accommodation, contact Dr. Kristy Gnibus at 814-451-7021
(TTY: 814-451-6237) or email kgnibus@eriecountypa.gov.”

Erie MPO Discrimination Complaint Procedure

Purpose

The Erie MPO’s Title VI/Nondiscrimination Complaint Procedure is written to specify the process
employed to investigate complaints, while ensuring due process for Complainants and
Respondents. This procedure applies to complaints relating to any program or activity
administered by the Erie MPO and/or its consultants. The process does not preclude the Erie MPO
from attempting to informally resolve complaints. The Erie MPO records complaints based on
race/color, sex, disability, age, national origin, religion and/or retaliation.

Any person who believes that he or she, individually, as a member of any specific class, or in
connection with any disadvantaged enterprise, has been subjected to discrimination prohibited
by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, Section 504 of
the Vocational Rehabilitation Act of 1973 or the Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987, as amended,
may file complaint. A complaint may also be filed by a representative on behalf of such person.
These procedures do not deny the right of the complainant to file complaints with other state or
federal agencies, or to seek private counsel for complaints alleging discrimination.

The Title VI/Nondiscrimination Program Administrator at the Erie MPO is:
Emily Aloiz
150 E Front Street, Suite 300
Erie, PA 16507
edloiz@eriecountypa.gov (814) 451-7325

Related local organizations have their own staff and Title VI/Nondiscrimination policies and
complaint procedures. They include the following:

Erie Metropolitan Transit Authority Erie County Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
Mail: Erie MeTropo”Ton Transit Mail: Human Relations Commission
Authority, Title VI Coordinator Renaissance Center
127 East 14th Street 1001 State Street, Suite 812
Erie, PA 16503 Erie, PA 16501
Call:  (814) 459-8922, extension 133 | Call:  (814) 451-7021
Email: Drobinson@ride-the-e.com Email:  kgnibus@eriecountypa.gov
Webpage: www.ride-the-e.com Webpage:
https://eriecountypa.gov/about/contact/americans-
with-disabilities/americans-with-disabilities-act/
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Process

Formal complaints must be made in writing, using the Erie MPO Discrimination Complaint Form.
The completed and signed form should be mailed to 150 E Front Street, Suite 300 Erie, PA 16507 or
emailed to pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov. Verbal complaints or written complaints received using
a different method shall be resolved informally by the Erie MPO. If the issue has not been
satisfactorily resolved through informal means, or if at any time the person(s) request(s) to file a
formal written complaint, the MPO shall direct the person to the Erie MPO Discrimination Complaint

Form.

The completed form will be sent to PennDOT’s Title VI Coordinator for processing in

accordance with approved state procedures.

1

2)

3)

4)

5)

In order to have the complaint considered under this procedure, the complainant must
file the Erie MPO Discrimination Complaint Form no later than 180 days after:
a. The date of the alleged act of discrimination; or
b. Where there has been a continuing course of conduct, the date on which that
conduct was discontinued.

Complaints shall be in writing and shall be signed by the complainant and/or the
complainant’s representative. Complaints shall set forth, as fully as possible, the facts and
circumstances surrounding the alleged discrimination.

The completed and signed Erie MPO Discrimination Complaint Form must be mailed or
emailed to:

Erie MPO

150 E Front Street, Suite 300

Erie, PA 16507

pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov

The Erie MPO encourages all Complainants to certify all mail that is sent through the U.S.
Postal Service and/or ensure that all written correspondence can be tracked easily.

When a complaint is received, the Erie MPO will acknowledge receipt of the complaint
within fifteen (15) calendar days by notifying the Complainant and immediately
transmitting the complaint to the proper state or federal agency (e.g., Federal Highway
Administration, Federal Transit Administration, PennDOT) for investigation and disposition
pursuant to that agency’s Title VI complaint procedures. The Department of Justice has
final word on what agency will investigate the claim.

Every effort will be made to respond to the complaint within sixty (60) calendar days of
receipt. The Erie MPO will send a final written response letter to the Complainant within
fifteen (15) calendar days of the outcome. If the letter notifies the Complainant that the
complaint is not substantiated, the Complainant is also advised of his or her right to appeal.
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Appeal Process

If the Complainant does not agree with the response, the Complainant can directly file the

complaint with other agencies.

Pennsylvania State Agencies

PA Department of Transportation
Bureau of Equal Opportunity

PO Box 3251

Harrisburg, PA 17105-3251

PA Human Relations Commission
Equal Opportunity Specialist
Harrisburg Regional Office
Riverfront Office Center, 5th Floor
1101-1125 S. Front St.

Harrisburg, PA 17104-2515

Federal Agencies

Federal Highway Administration
PA Division Office

228 Walnut St., Room 508
Harrisburg, PA 17101-1720

Federal Transit Administration
Office of Civil Rights

Title VI Program Coordinator
East Building, 5th Floor - TCR
200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590

U.S. Department of Justice
Office for Civil Rights

810 7th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20531

Federal Aviation Administration
Title VI Coordinator

Office of Civil Rights

800 Independence Ave., SW
Washington, DC 20591

U.S. Department of Justice
Civil Rights Division
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20530

Office of the Assistant Attorney General, Main

Civil Rights Officer

U.S. Department of Transportation
Federal Transit Administration
1760 Market St., Suite 500
Philadelphia, PA 19103-4124

Title VI Investigations, Complaints, Lawsuits

The Erie MPO has not had active Title VI investigations conducted by the US DOT or entities,
lawsuits, or complaints naming the Erie MPO, alleging discrimination on the basis of race, color or
national origin. However, projects that receive funding through the MPO have been actively
investigated.

The Erie MPO maintains a tracking list and summary of investigations, lawsuits, and/or complaints
related to projects on the Erie MPO Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). This includes alll
complaints related to alleged discrimination based on race/color, sex, disability, age, national
origin, religion and/or retaliation. It is the responsibility of the Erie MPO’s Program Administrator to
maintain this list.
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Discrimination Complaint Form

The Erie MPO Discrimination Complaint Form is shown below. It is available as an editable .pdf
document on the Erie MPO’s Title VI/Nondiscrimination Plan webpage. It can also be printed and
mailed. Printed copies can be mailed at no charge upon request by writing to Erie MPO 150 E
Front St, Erie, PA 16504, emailing pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov or calling (814) 451-6336.

Erie MPO_. Erie MPO Discrimination Complaint Form

Tranggaration Flanning
In Ene County since 1964

Name Phone MName of Personis) That Discriminated Against You
Address (Street Mo., P.O. Box, Eic) Location Pesition of Person (If Known)
City Sitate Fp City State dp
Discrimination Bacause of Date(s) of Alleged Incident(s)

Crace/caior O sex [ oisabity

O#e= [ vstonal origin® [ Retaiiation

D Religion

Explain as briefly and clearly as possible what happened and how you were discriminated against. Indicate who was involved. Be sure to include how
ather persons were treated differenthy than you. Also, attach any written material pertaining to your case.

Sgnalure Date

Please submit this form to:
Erie MPO
150 E Front Sireet, Suite 300
Erie, PA 16504
(814) 4516336
pedinfo@enecountypa.gov

" indicates is specfic to Title V] of the Civil Rights Act of 1084  “indicates is specific to Americans with Disabilities Act of 1200

To directly file an ADA complaint against Erie County, the complaint form can be found on the
Americans with Disabilities Act webpage.

To directly file a Title VI complaint with the Erie Metropolitan Transit Authority, the complaint form
can be found on the EMTA Title VI Policy webpage.
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Language Assistance Plan for LEP Populations

“Limited English Proficient” or “LEP” persons are those individuals who do not speak English as their
primary language, and who also have a limited ability to read, speak, write or understand English.
The key commonality among LEP persons is their inability to communicate effectively in the English
language, regardless of their native tongue. Persons who are multi-lingual, in that they speak one
or more otherlanguages in addition to being proficient in English, are not considered to be Limited
English Proficient.

As a recipient of federal financial assistance, the Erie MPO has an obligation to reduce language
barriers that can preclude meaningful access to programs, information and services by LEP
individuals. An integral part of this effort is the completion of a “Limited English Proficiency Self-
Assessment” or LEP Assessment, which is designed to balance four factors, in accordance with the
Department of Transportation’s Guidance Concerning Recipient’s Responsibilities to Limited
English Proficient (LEP) Persons.

Those four factors are:

1. The number or proportion of LEP persons eligible to be served or likely to be
encountered by a program, activity, or service of the recipient or grantee.

2. The frequency with which LEP individuals come in contact with the program.

3. The nature and importance of the program, activity, or service provided by the recipient
to people’s lives.

4. The resources available to the recipient and costs.

Factor 1: The number or proportion of LEP persons eligible to be served or likely to be
encountered by a program, activity, or service of the recipient or grantee

The Erie MPO’s service area for tfransportation planning activities is all of Erie County, Pennsylvania.
The U.S. Census Bureau provides language data which includes languages spoken at home.
93.0% of Erie County’s population speaks English only or English very well. 7.0% of Erie County’s
population speak another language other than English at home, but may also speak English
proficiently. The total Limited English Proficient population in Erie County is only 7,064. These are
the people who speak English less than “very well.” The LEP population makes up 2.8% of the
county population.

Many languages are spoken in homes in Erie County regardless of people’s ability to speak English.
Spanish is the most prevalent language other than English spoken at home in Erie County. There
are estimated to be 5,878 Spanish speakers in Erie County of which 3,832 also speak English very
well. Spanish speakers who speak English less than “very well” are estimated to be 2,046 or 0.8%
of the county population. The following chart summarizes the languages spoken in Erie County
homes.
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Summary of Languages Spoken at Homes in Erie County

Category of People Estimate Percentage Error
Population 5 years and over 256,855 100% +/-24
Speak English only 238,935 93.0% +/-0.5%
Speak a Language other than/in addition to English 17,920 7.0% +/-0.5%
Speak English less than “very well” 7,064 2.8% +/-764
Spanish total 5,878 2.3% +/-0.2%
Speak English less than “very well” 2,046 0.8% +/-333
Other Indo-European languages total 7,935 3.1% +/-0.9%
Speak English less than “very well” 3,170 1.2% +/-683
Asian and Pacific Islander languages 2,223 0.9% +/-0.2%
Speak English less than “very well” 1,185 0.5% +/-233
Other languages 1,884 0.7% +/-0.2%
Speak English less than “very well” 663 0.3% +/-214

Data Source: American Community Survey 5-year Estimates 2020 to 2025

Factor 2: The frequency with which LEP individuals come into contact with your programs,
activities, and services.

In Erie County, many households with limited English proficiency are recent immigrants who are
learning the transportation systems in Erie County. The City of Erie’s New American Liaison
identified the top languages of recent immigrants as Swahili, Sudanese, Somali, Napoli, Arabic,
Spanish and Pashto. This is consistent with interpreter requests in Erie County Court of Common
Pleas. In 2020, the 5 most common interpretation requests were for Spanish, Nepali, Arabic, Swahili
and American Sign Language (ASL) as documented in the 2021 Language Access Plan. Erie
County has official refugee resettlement organizations—Catholic Charities and U.S. Committee for
Refugees and Immigrants in Erie. As of April 2022, Erie County had more than 460 Afghan refugees
in the area. While their English language proficiency is unknown, languages identified as being
spoken by recent immigrants are included in the Erie MPO’s taglines.

While not as recent, the US Census data also provides insights info the languages of households
with limited English proficiency. Of LEP households, Slavic languages such as Russian and Polish
are the most common languages. This s likely a reflection of previous conflicts, such as the Bosnian
War (1992-1995). During that time around 3,500 Serbo-Croatian speaking refugees settled in Erie.
Russian, Polish, Ukrainian and Serbo-Croatian (written in both Latin and Cyrillic) are included in the
Erie MPO taglines. The second most common is “other Indo-European languages.” This is a wide
category that includes Hindi, Bengali, French and Portuguese. Until more data becomes
available, these languages are not included in taglines. Two hundred and forty five LEP
households speak Spanish, which is consistent with the 2,046 LEP Spanish speakers. This solidifies
the need to include Spanish as a tagline on MPO documents.
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Summary of Limited English Speaking Households

Household Language Estimate Error
Total Households in Erie County 108,458 +/-1,975
Russian, Polish, or other Slavic languages 526 +/-393
Other Indo-European languages 408 +/-323
Spanish 245 +/-185
Chinese (including Mandarin, Cantonese) 61 +/-100
Arabic 49 +/-82
Germanic or other West Germanic languages 32 +/-53

Data Source: American Community Survey 1-year Estimates 2017

The Erie MPO maintains a list of community service and resource agencies that work directly with
LEP individuals, minority populations, and Low to Moderate Income (LMI) populations. These
organizations are invited to participate in all public comment periods for fransportation plans
through mail or email. The notifications request these organizations publically post flyers about
MPO meetings and public comment periods.

Resource Agencies

Office of Vocational
Rehabilitation

Unemployment
Compensation Center

Erie County Housing
Authority

City of Erie Neighborhood
Growth Partnership

City of Erie New American
Council

Erie County Community
Block Grant Program

Erie City Community Block
Grant Program

Erie County Diversity Equity
and Inclusion Committee

Housing Authority of the

Erie County Assistance

City of Erie Roundtable for

The Erie Community

City of Erie Office People with Disabilities Foundation
Erie Downtown Partnership EMTA LIFT Paratransit International Institute/USCRI St Benedict Education
Service Center

Community Service Organizations

Community Resources for
Independence

Bhutanese Community
Association Of Erie

Greater Erie Area Habitat for
Humanity

Greater Erie Community Action
Committee

Martin Luther King Center

HANDS Inc.

Second Harvest Food Bank

Community Shelter Services

Greater Erie Economic
Development Corporation

Erie City Mission /New Life
Center

Urban Erie Community
Development Corporation

Multicultural Community
Resource Center

United Way of Erie County

Barber National Institute

Booker T. Washington Center

St. Martin Center, Inc.

Bayfront East Side Taskforce

Our West Bayfront

Erie Family Center

Erie’s Inclusive Growth

Catholic Charities of the
Diocese of Erie

Inner-City Neighborhood Art
House

Academy Neighborhood
Association

Sisters of St. Joseph
Neighborhood Network

Mercy Center for Woman

East Side Renaissance

SNOOPS Neighborhood Watch

ServeErie

Voices for Independence

NW PA Pride Alliance, Inc.

John F. Kennedy Center, Inc.

Benedictine Sisters of Erie

Union City Pride

Impact Corry

Meals on Wheels Erie

L'Arche Erie Inc

Greater Erie Area Habitat for
Humanity

Erie's Black Wall Street

Minority Community Investment
Coalition (MCIC)

Erie Hill District Collaborative

Corry Area Food Pantry

Upper Room of Erie

Erie NAACP

Career and Dreams Inc.
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Factor 3: The nature and importance of the program, activity, or service provided by the
recipient to people’s lives.

The primary function of the Erie MPO is to assist the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation
and local municipalities develop plans, identify resources, and allocate funds for tfransportation
projects and programs. These activities affect all Erie County residents as they impact individuals’
ability to access education, employment, basic necessities, and community assets that impact
overall quality of life.

Factor 4: The resources available to the recipient and costs.

The Erie MPO is administered by the Erie County Department of Planning and Community
Development with one dedicated Program Administrator. The Program Administer is responsible
for implementing public outreach activities, including Title VI compliance initiatives, as part of the
position’s regular job duties. Funding for MPO activities is provided by FHWA, FTA, and PennDOT
through a Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) agreement. Local funding matches are
provided by the County of Erie and EMTA.

The Erie County website includes a goggle translate feature embedded into its webpages. This
allows basic translation of site information. In addition, all documents attached to the website are
reviewed for their accessibility. In cases where files are complex, a separate, accessible file is
uploaded. For example, two versions of the 2050 Long Range Transportation Plan have been
attached the Erie County website.

As part of the Erie County 6th Judicial District, the Planning Department uses a roster of
qualified/certified interpreters compiled by the Administrative Office of Pennsylvania Courts as
described in the Erie County Court of Common Pleas 2021 Language Access Plan. Erie County
also works with Logistics Plus Linguistic Solutions, Sign Language Interpreting Professionals (SLIP) and
the Multicultural Community Resource Center to provide interpretation services free of charge. “I
Speak” cards and an “l Speak” poster are available to help identify LEP persons.

Language Taglines

While no language speakers of a single language other than English constitute 5% or more of the
Erie County population, the Erie MPO strives to make communications as accessible as possible.
Taglines are posted at the beginning of major planning documents. If a language other than
English grows to more than 5% of the population in the future, the Erie MPO will provide written
translations of planning documents in those languages in accordance with FHWA'’s LEP guidance.
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ENGLISH
For translated documents and other downloaded material from the Erie County website, one should
contact pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov or 814-451-6336 (TTY: 814-451-6237).

Espafiol/SPANISH
Para la traduccidon de documentos u otro material descargado del sitio web Erie County, un individuo
necesita comunicarse con pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov o 814-451-6336 (TTY: 814-451-6237).

Hrvatski/Croatian
Paznja: Ako govorite hrvatski, besplatna vam je pomo¢ dostupna. Nazovite pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov or
814-451-6336 (TTY: 814-451-6237)

Cpncku /Serbian
MAXHA: AKO roBopuTe CPRACKW, Ha pacnosaraky Bam je 6HecnnatHa nomoh. [osus
pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov or 814-451-6336 (TTY: 814-451-6237)

40,JIARABIC

J ez Jl &l 3 9Tl olses #9116 Ul 3 @ p @ 835 L) 0 Bge & Erie County ¢« $ ¢ b I 38 JJ
<Yl Jbe o pedinfo@eriecountypa.gov sl 814-451-6336 (TTY: 814-451-6237).
Pyccknin/RUSSIAN

[nsa nepeBoaa 4OKYMEHTOB MAN APYFUX 3arpyKaembix MaTepmanos c Beb-calita Erie County Heobxoanmo
cBasaTbesa ¢ pedinfo@eriecountypa.gov nnn 814-451-6336 (TTY: 814-451-6237).

Polskie/POLISH
Do ttumaczenia dokumentdw lub innych pobranych materiatdw ze strony internetowej Erie County, osoba
musi skontaktowac sie z pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov lub 814-451-6336 (TTY: 814-451-6237).

Kiswahili/ SWAHILI
Kwa hati zilizotafsiriwa na nyenzo zilizopakuliwa kutoka kwa tovuti ya Erie County, mtu anafaa kuwasiliana
na pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov au 814-451-6336 (TTY: 814-451-6237).

SUDANESE
Pikeun dokumén ditarjamahkeun jeung bahan diundeur ti ramatloka Erie County, hiji kedah ngahubungan
pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov atawa 814-451-6336 (TTY: 814-451-6237).

Soomaalida/SOMALI
Dukumentiyada la turjumay iyo walxaha laga soo dejiyey degelka Erie County, waa in qofku la xidhiidho
pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov ama 814-451-6336 (TTY: 814-451-6237).

9w / PASHTO
> 6 (3398 o9 Qb 420 )5 God goliwl 9l 25bgly S9& 93190 03le 52 So> Wb pedinfo@eriecountypa.gov b
814-451-6336 (TTY: 814-451-6237) o, 4S0)) (swas.

UTell/NEPALI
3alfed HIIdER I W HI3<! JauRcdlc S3AdS TNUHI Ailid o, Had

pedinfo@eriecountypa.gov dT 814-451-6336 (TTY: 814-451-6237) HT THIH U |

YKpaiHcbka/UKRANIAN
Llo6 oTpumaTh nepeknageHi OAOKYMEHTM Ta 3aBaHTa*KeHi maTepianm 3 Beb-cality oKpyry Epi, cnig
3BepTatuca o pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov abo 814-451-6336 (TTY: 814-451-6237).
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Updating the Plan

This Title VI/Nondiscrimination Implementation Plan is updated every three years. The next
scheduled update is scheduled for September 2027. However, this plan is infended to be a living
document, which can be amended at any time to more meaningfully reflect the program as it
changes and grows. Anyone wishing to provide input about the MPO’s Title VI/Nondiscrimination
Implementation Plan is encouraged to contact Emily Aloiz at edloiz@eriecountypa.gov or 814-
451-7325 or by writing to 150 East Front Street Suite 300, Erie PA 16507.

Partial updates:
e The Limited English Proficiency Plan, within the Nondiscrimination Implementation Plan, is

reviewed every year.

e The Public Participation Plan is reviewed every year. Updates and amendments go
through a 45-day public comment period, including a public meeting, prior to MPO
adoption.

¢ The Environmental Justice Analysis and Documentation is reviewed every year and
updated every two years. Updates are subject to a 30-day public comment period in
conjunction with the Transportation Improvement Program prior to MPO adoption.

Subrecipient Monitoring

While the Erie MPO does not have any subrecipients, the Erie MPO would provide all applicable
assurance, contract provisions, training and oversight to subrecipients of federal funding to ensure
nondiscriminatory pass-through financial assistance. At least every 5 years the monitoring process
would include:
1. Notification
The subrecipients receives a phone call, email or notification letter stating it has been selected for
review. The nofification includes an itemized list of information and documentation to be
submitted to the Erie MPO within fourteen days, but no longer than thirty calendar day.
2. Desk Audit
The Erie MPO reviews subrecipients submitted material and provides written assistance and
recommendations to strengthen the subrecipients Title VI program, including corrective actions.
3. On-Site Review and Interview
Depending on the findings of the desk audit, a request for an on-site review may be made,
including inspection of the subrecipient’s facilities and interviews with relevant personnel. The
subrecipient would be notified by mail.
4. Compliance Review Letter
A compliance review letter or email will be issued following the completion of an on-site review. If
needed, subrecipients will be given a list of identified deficiencies with a proposed action plan.
5. Follow up to Identified Deficiencies
A follow-up meeting will be held where the subrecipient has an opportunity to provide
documentation of corrective action. If there are no deficiencies, the review will be complete.
6. Follow-Up Monitoring
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The Erie MPO will determine whether any follow-up monitoring is necessary to ensure on-going Title
VI compliance.

The Erie Metropolitan Transit Authority (EMTA) is a direct recipient of FTA funds and as such, is not
subject to the Erie MPO’s oversight. However, EMTA provides the Erie MPO a copy of their Title VI
Plan within 30 days of adoption by the EMTA board of directors. All EMTA Title VI updates and
amendments are also shared with the Erie MPO.

Public Participation Plan

This Title VI/Nondiscrimination Implementation Plan includes the Erie MPO’s Public Participation
Plan. This plan went through its own 45-day public comment period and was adopted by the Erie
MPO on December 14, 2022. The plan describes outreach methods to engage minority and
limited English proficient populations. The full plan is attached as Appendix A.

Environmental Justice Analysis and Documentation

This Title VI/Nondiscrimination Implementation Plan includes the Erie MPO’s Environmental Justice
Analysis and Documentation. It includes a demographic description, analysis of 4 years of
construction projects and EJ policy and procedures. No disparate impacts were identified. This
document went through a 30-day public comment period as part of the 2025-2028 Transportation
Improvement Program. It was adopted by the Erie MPO on June 26, 2024. The full document is
attached as Appendix B.

Adoption

The Title VI plan was voted into place by the Erie MPO on November 18, 2015. It was updated on
June 24, 2020 and December 13, 2023. The most recent update was adopted on December 11,
2024. The minutes from that Erie MPO meeting are attached as Appendix C.

18








tel:814-451-6336
mailto:pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov
mailto:pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov
mailto:pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov
mailto:pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov
mailto:pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov
mailto:pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov



https://eriecountypa.gov/erie-mpo-title-iv-policy/
https://eriecountypa.gov/erie-mpo-title-iv-policy/



mailto:pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov
https://eriecountypa.gov/departments/planning-and-community-development/programs/metropolitan-planning-organization/transportation-improvement-program/



https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/23/450.316
https://www.justice.gov/crt/fcs/TitleVI
https://www.ada.gov/
https://www.ada.gov/
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/29/794



https://www.justice.gov/crt/executive-order-13166
https://www.openrecords.pa.gov/SunshineAct.cfm
https://www.openrecords.pa.gov/Documents/RTKL/PA_Right-To-Know_Law.pdf?pdft=20220418
https://eriecountypa.gov/open-government/right-to-know-request/
https://dced.pa.gov/download/pennsylvania-municipalities-planning-code-act-247-of-1968/?wpdmdl=56205&refresh=633c26bcb83801664886460
https://dced.pa.gov/download/pennsylvania-municipalities-planning-code-act-247-of-1968/?wpdmdl=56205&refresh=633c26bcb83801664886460
https://eriecountypa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Right-To-Know-Request-Form.pdf






https://eriecountypa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/ErieMPO_BYLAWS_Adopted_March_9_2022.pdf
https://eriecopa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=0b79554f903d4bd78482fb623ae61d0e



https://eriecountypa.gov/departments/planning-and-community-development/programs/metropolitan-planning-organization/transportation-improvement-program/
https://eriecountypa.gov/departments/planning-and-community-development/programs/metropolitan-planning-organization/transportation-improvement-program/
https://www.facebook.com/ErieCountyPlanning/
https://www.facebook.com/ErieCountyPlanning/
https://m.facebook.com/ErieCountyPlanning/?_rdr
https://eriecountypa.gov/departments/planning-and-community-development/programs/metropolitan-planning-organization/
mailto:pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov
tel:814-451-6336






https://eriecountypa.gov/
https://eriecountypa.gov/departments/planning-and-community-development/programs/metropolitan-planning-organization/
https://eriecountypa.gov/erie-mpo-title-iv-policy/
https://eriecountypa.gov/departments/planning-and-community-development/programs/metropolitan-planning-organization/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDEhxGyYjgZkYrLb-NGeq2g
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDEhxGyYjgZkYrLb-NGeq2g
mailto:pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov



https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/40/part-93/subpart-A
https://eriecountypa.gov/departments/planning-and-community-development/programs/metropolitan-planning-organization/long-range-transportation-plan/
https://eriecountypa.gov/departments/planning-and-community-development/programs/metropolitan-planning-organization/long-range-transportation-plan/
https://eriecountypa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Erie-MPO-2050-LRTP-1.pdf



https://eriecountypa.gov/departments/planning-and-community-development/programs/metropolitan-planning-organization/transportation-improvement-program/
https://www.penndot.pa.gov/RegionalOffices/district-1/PublicMeetings/ErieCounty/Pages/default.aspx




Section 4 Proactive Public Participation
Strategies

Another goal of this plan is to define the MPO’s proactive public
involvement process, especially outreach to traditionally underserved
communities. This refers to populations sharing a particular
characteristic, as well as geographic communities, which have been
systematically denied a full opportunity to participate in aspects of
economic, social, and civic life. This includes minority communities,
Native American tribes and nations, and people adversely affected by
persistent poverty.

Proactive public participation:
¢ I|dentifies the composition of the community impacted by a

plan and barriers to participation

e Ensures that a broad representation of the community has
provided input

¢ Adopfts public engagement strategies suggested or
recommended by underserved communities

¢ Documents and shares how the input received impacts final
plans and projects lists

¢ Involves underserved communities in decision-making related

to the transportation planning process

The Erie MPO is committed to improving services to people with Limited
English Proficiency (LEP) throughout Erie County. As part of the Title VI
plan, LEP members of the County are identified with a four-factor
analysis. The Erie MPO’s Limited English Proficiency Plan is available on
the Erie MPO Title VI Policy webpage and at the Erie County Department
of Planning and Community office.

Many strategies to offer language assistance have been described with
regular meeting advertisement. These include the availability of the
Google Translate feature on Erie MPO webpages, live transcription or
translation during virtual Zoom meetings, and advertising the free

franslation of documents upon request. Translation services are offered
through the Erie County Courthouse as described in the Language Access
Plan.

Additional targeted outreach includes the placement of taglines at
the beginning of all plans. This plan includes taglines. In addition,
MPO staff reach out to specific organizations during public input for
tfransportation plans. Organizations include the City of Erie’s New
American Council, U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants/Erie
International Institute and the Multicultural Community Resource
Center.

Summary of Languages Spoken at Homes in Erie County

Category Number Percentage Error

Population 5 years and over 256,855

Speak English only or English "very

well" 238,935 93.0% +/-0.5
Speak a Language other than English 17,920 7.0% +/-0.5

Spanish total 5,878 2.3% +/-0.2

Other Indo-European languages total 7,935 3.1% +/-0.9
Asian and Pacific Islander languages 2,223 0.9% +/-0.2

Other languages 1,884 0.7% +/-0.2

All citizens 18 years old and over 209,151

Speak only English 199,217 95.3% +/-0.4

Speak a language other than English 9,934 4.7% +/-0.4

Spanish 3,774 1.8% +/-0.2

Speak English less than “very well” 2,046

Other languages 6,160 2.9% +/-0.4

Speak English less than “very well” 5,018

Data Source: American Community Surwggdy Estimates 2020 to 2025
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Every two years, the Erie MPO uses census data tfo evaluate
concentrations of low-income and minority populations throughout Erie
County. How these populations are distributed is illustrated in the maps
to the right. The information is compared with condition of pavement
(OPI and IRI), condition of bridges (% deck area), fatal or injury crashes,
non-vehicular crashes, fixed bus routes and projects in the TIP. The
evaluation helps the MPO understand if the TIP projects will help correct
or exacerbate any disparities found in the existing conditions. These
conclusions for the 2023-2026 TIP are discussed in the Environmental
Justice (EJ) Core Elements Documentation. Future EJ documentation can
be accessed on the Erie MPO Title VI Policy webpage or at the Erie
County Department of Planning and Community Development office.

The Erie MPO currently conducts targeted outreach to Low-income
and Minority populations that includes:
e Seeking opportunities to present at organizations supporting

minority or low-income individuals during LRTP development
(ex. New American Council meeting)

¢ Placing printed draft plans and announcement flyers in the Erie
County Libraries during all public comment periods

¢ Notifying agencies that work with minorities or low-income
populations during all public comment periods (ex. Urban Erie
Community Development Corporation)

¢ Conducting in-person intercept surveys targeting minority and
low-income populations during special studies

¢ Incentivizing surveys during special studies

¢ Distributing information through religious organizations during
all public comment periods (ex. Sisters of Saint Joseph’s
Neighborhood Network)

e Posting information in EMTA’s transit and LIFT paratransit
vehicles during all public comment periods

e Distributing information to community organizations for all
public comment periods (ex. Union City Pride)

¢ Using dynamic message boards to advertise comment periods
at project locations effecting low-income and minority
residents during the TIP public comment period

Specific outreach for this plan is found in Appendix A.
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The Erie MPO recognizes there are additional underserved communities
in Erie County. These include the elderly, carless households, rural
residents and people living with a disability. Identification of these
populations comes through census data. The Erie MPO evaluates the
composition of the population every two years as part of the
Environmental Justice (EJ) Core Elements Documentation.

Potentially Disadvantaged Populations in Erie County, PA

2020 Percentage of total
Population | County Population

ﬂ:i‘rseeiglr;gghsh Proficiency 7.064 08%

Persons with a Disability 41,209 15.5%

Elderly (65 years or older) 48,770 17.9%

Carless Households 11,699 10.6%

Housing Units with No Internet 18,009 16.3%

Housing Units with No Computer | 11,743 10.6%

Data Source: 2020 American Community Survey

Much of the targeted environmental justice outreach applies here as
well. The Erie MPO places flyers in transit and paratransit vehicles, and
provides printed information at libraries. Additional outreach currently
undertaken by the Erie MPO includes:
¢ Conducting in-person intercept surveys targeting
transportation users with disabilities and the elderly during
special studies

o Notifying agencies that work with persons with disabilities and

the elderly during all public comment periods (ex. Voices for
Independence)

¢ Noftifying organizations of non-car users during all public
comment periods (ex. Erie City Mission)
e Seeking opportunities to speak at meetings of groups during

the LRTP development (ex. City of Erie Mayor’s Disability
Roundtable)

¢ Distributing information through religious or community
organizations during all public comment periods (ex. Saint Martin
Center)

e Providing call-in options to all MPO meetings and hosting in-
person only meetings at transit accessible locations and times
when fransit is available.

e Insuring all MPO meeting locations and material posted to the
Erie MPO webpage is accessible to all

Specific outreach for this plan is found in Appendix A.

While there are currently no Tribdl e
lands in Erie County, the Erie MPO IILSERXCICRNel[elplielg=(E
recognizes that all land within the County

county is ancestral Tribal land. As Absentee-Shawnee Tribe of
stakeholders  and  sovereign Indians of Oklahoma
nations, the Erie MPO has a
responsibility to consult directly with
Tribes and Nations in the
development of transportation
planning documents.  Individual
Tribes and Nations are contacted
by the Erie MPO (not a consultant)
during the public comment periods
for the Long Range Transportation
Plan, Transportation Improvement
Program and Public Parficipation
Plan.

Eastern Shawnee Tribe of
Oklahoma

Tonawanda Band of Seneca
Delaware Nation, Oklahoma
Delaware Tribe of Indians
Seneca-Cayuga Nation
Shawnee Tribe

Seneca Nation of Indians

Onondaga Nation

The main barrier to participation has been awareness of plans taking
place in geographic regions in which the fribal communities no longer
reside. Consultation has identified the contact(s) in the tribe or nation
and how they would prefer to receive notifications. For example, the
Shawnee Tribe receives notfifications through their Tribal Historic
Preservation Officer. The Tonawanda Band of Seneca receives

notifications through their Chief. While email communication 14
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with links to online versions of draft plans are preferred by most, two
nations prefer to receive hard copies of draft plans. Erie MPO staff mail
hard copies of draft plans to the Seneca Nation of Indians and the
Onondaga Nation.

Outreach to tribes and nations is separate from the project-specific
consultation following Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.
PennDOT will initiate project consultation whether or not the tribe or
nation participates in the Erie MPO’s public comment periods.

As part of this Public Participation Plan update, staff acknowledge that
a cohesive visual representation of the Erie MPO is needed. Following
the 2019 Erie County Communications Guide, the following colors and
fonts will be used by the Erie MPO.

Fonts Atlanta Book

ATLANTA BOOK ALL CAPS

Atlanta Demi
ATLANTA DEMI ALL CAPS
Navy blue Light blue Green
CMYK: 100-94-32-37 | CMYK: 44-1-0-0 CMYK: 88-25-100-12
RGB: 0-25-86 RGB: 134-193-233 RGB: 0-129-57
HEX: #001956 HEX: #86c1e9 HEX: #008139

The MPO selected a new logo for the organization. Opftions were
crafted to reflect Erie County’s letterhead style and colors. The MPO
Technical Advisory Committee voted on a logo on November 9™ 2022.

Erie MPG’

Transportation Planning
In Erie County since 1964

The new Erie MPO Logo

Section 5 Reassessment of Public
Participation Plan

The Erie MPO shall conduct a review of the effectiveness of the public
involvement process every two years with the Transportation

Improvement Program (TIP) cycle.
MPO staff wil also work with Causes for
PennDOT’s Equal Opportunity Reassessment

Specialist to ensure public Changes in local, state or
involvement corresponds with the federal legislation
current  transportation  planning
legislation. However, the Erie MPO
will amend the plan at any time
between TIP cycles when the public
deems reassessment necessary.

Evaluation during regular
two-year TIP cycle

Public comment that
reassessment is needed
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Environmental Justice Analysis and Documentation



2025-2028 Transportation Improvement Program
Erie Metropolitan Planning Organization

Environmental Justice Analysis and Documentation

Introduction

It is the policy of the Erie Metropolitan Planning Organization (Erie MPO) to prevent discrimination
against Low-Income and Minority populations as a result of any impact of its programs, services,
and activities. Environmental Justice (EJ) refers to the implementation of Executive Order (EO)
12898, Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and Low-Income
Populations. The Erie MPO is committed to making every reasonable effort to:

e To avoid, minimize, or mitigate disproportionately high and adverse human health or
environmental effects, including social and economic effects, on Minority and Low-
Income populations.

e To ensure the full and fair participation by all potentially affected communities in the
transportation decision-making process.

¢ To prevent the denial of, reduction in, or significant delay in the receipt of benefits by
Minority and Low-Income populations.

Because federal funds are programed in the 2025-2028 Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP), this
document evaluates if the investment of those federal funds results in disparate impacts to
Minority and Low-Income populations as outlined in Metropolitan Transportation Planning
regulations (23 CFR 450).

Core Elements

In the development of 2025-2028 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), the Erie MPO
conducted an Environmental Justice Benefits and Burdens analysis using the Core Elements
Methodology that has been recommended by FHWA and FTA.

Sample Core Identify and Engage EJ
Elements Process Populations
NS
v Assess anditions and ™\ Use data to inform
i Identify Needs .
investment strategy and
ii , project selection
Develop Program L/
[ (TIP, LRTP) =
i} "Revisit project selection,
Evaluate Burdens and as needed
Benefits of Program
| J
Inform next TIP, LRTP ii
and PPP updates Identify and Address Provide data to
— Disproportionate & b PennDOT to inform
Adverse Impacts NEPA EJ analysis

Figure I: Flow Chart of Analysis
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These elements meet the spirit and intent of the Executive Order:
1. ldentification of Low-Income and Minority populations
2. Assessment of conditions and identification of needs
3. Evaluation of burdens and benefits
4. lIdentification and addressing of disproportionate and adverse impacts, which will
inform future planning efforts

Environmental Justice Populations

Federal regulations require that only Minority and Low-Income populations be considered in an
EJ analysis. Based on the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Policy Directive 15, Revisions
to the Standards for the Classification of Federal Data on Race and Ethnicity, issued in 1997, five
minimum categories were established to address data on race.

Minority

Black -- a person having origins in any of the black racial groups of Africa

Hispanic -- a person of Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or South American, or other Spanish
Asian -- a person having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East, Southeast Asia, or the
Indian subcontinent

American Indian and Alaskan Native -- a person having origins in any of the original people of
North America and who maintains cultural identification through tribal affiliation or community
recognition

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander -- a person having origins in any of the original peoples
of Hawaii, Guam, Samoa, or other Pacific Islands.

Low-Income
A person whose median household income is at or below the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS) poverty guidelines.

2021 Poverty Guidelines
Persons in family/household | Poverty guideline
$14,580
$19,720
$24,860
$30,000
$35,140
$40,280
$45,420
8 | $50,560
For families/households with more than 8 persons, add $ $5,140 for each
additional person.

NOoO Ok wN -
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1. Erie County Minority and Low-Income Profile

The Erie MPO is a single county MPO in Northwestern Pennsylvania. Erie County data was drawn
from the US Census Bureau, 2021 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. This was the most
recent data available during TIP development. Comparison with previous data shows the overall
population of Erie County is decreasing, but at the same time, growing more diverse. The Low-

Income population is also decreasing.

Table 1: Profile of Low-Income and Minority Populations

Erie County, Pennsylvania
Demographic Indicator Population Percentage of | Below Poverty | Percentage
2021 total 2021 2021 poverty 2021
Total 271,903 100.0% 40,599 14.9%
White alone 220,683 85.3% 28,569 12.9%
Minority 45,943 16.9% 16,018 32.0%
Low-Income Population 40,599 14.9% 40,599 100%
Black or African American
alone 16,488 6.4% 6,099 37.0%
American Indian and Alaska
Native alone 482 0.2% 92 19.1%
Asian alone 4,730 1.8% 700 14.8%
Native Hawaiian and Other
Pacific Islander alone 57 0.02% 23 40.4%
Some other race alone 3,753 1.5% 1,451 38.7%
TwO or more races 12,587 4.9% 3,665 29.1%
Hispanic or Latino origin (of
any race) 11,896 4.6% 3,988 33.5%
Other Potentially Disadvantaged Populations
Limited English Proficiency 6,617 0.6%
Households
Persons with a Disability 40,369 15.2%
Elderly (65 years or older) 49,109 18.1%
Carless Households 11,435 10.5%
Households with no internet 11,325 10.2%
Households with no computer | 9,960 9.1%

Source: 2021 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates
This data was the most recent available when the analysis and maps were created.
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2. Assessment of Current Conditions

There is correlation between the Low-Income and Minority populations in Erie County. Minority
populations in Erie County have a much higher chance of also being Low-Income as shown on
the following graph. Only 12.9% of white residents are Low-Income; whereas, 32.0% of Minority
residents are Low-Income. 32.0% is more than double the number of Low-Income white residents.
The full breakdown is shown in Figure 4.

The disparity between incomes of white and Minority populations in Erie County is obvious. This
prompted Erie County to declare racism a public health crisis in 2020. In order to understand how
transportation facilities may be influencing the divide, the locations of poor bridges, roads, and
crashes were evaluated.

Figure 4: Low-Income Rates Among Racial/Ethnic Groups

Hispanic or Latino origin (of any race)

Two or more races

Some other race alone

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone
Asian alone

American Indian and Alaska Native alone

Black or African American alone

White alone

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45%

Source: 2021 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates
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Pavement Condition

Pavement condition data was collected from PennDOT’s Road Management System (RMS). The
primary pavement condition and performance measures are International Roughness Index (IRI)
and Overall Pavement Index (OPD. IRI measures the smoothness of pavement, and is an
expression of the "rideability" of a roadway. OPlI combines a number of pavement factors
including IRI to provide a more holistic measure of pavement performance. Condition data is
collected by PennDOT on Interstate and National Highway System (NHS) roads every year and on
all Non-NHS roads that are eligible for federal aid every two years. For this evaluation, both the IRI
and OPI were evaluated for all Federal Aid Segment Miles in Erie County. These roads can be
maintained by both the state and local municipalities. The map below shows the roads in the
federal aid network in Erie County.

| ERIE

N

Figure 5: All Federal Aid Segment Miles in Erie County. Data from PennDOT OneMap

Tables 4 and 5 illustrate the distribution of pavement condition by Minority and Low-Income census
block intervals. A buffer was applied to the data; thus, some miles are counted in more than one
interval.

Environmental Justice Analysis and Documentation 9


https://data-pennshare.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/rmsseg-state-roads/explore?location=42.080965%2C-80.073316%2C12.84
https://gis.penndot.gov/onemap/

Minority | Fair or better | Fair or better Poor OPI % Poor OPI Poor IRI %Poor IRI
Population Interval OPI miles IRl miles miles miles miles miles
1 288.0 303.3 22.4 7.6% 6.5 2.1%
2 116.7 116.3 7.9 4.1% 5.3 4.4%
3 63.6 66.8 6.1 11.1% 2.7 3.8%
4 17.9 16.7 6.4 2.5% 1.8 8.8%
5 7.0 6.1 2.1 5.5% 1.3 14.5%
Table 4: Pavement Condition: Minority
Low- Income | Fair or better | Fair or better Poor OPI % Poor OPI Poor IRI %Poor IRI
Population Interval | Op| miles IRl miles miles miles miles miles
L 263.8 275.0 0.3 0.1% 2.3 0.8%
2 149.4 155.1 0.1 0.1% 1.1 0.7%
3 103.9 105.9 1.2 1.1% 2.3 2.0%
4 34.8 34.1 1.4 3.6% 14 3.6%
5 3.7 4.4 0.2 3.1% 0.2 4.0%

Table 5: Pavement Condiition: Low-Income

Of the Federal Aid Segment Miles
evaluated, Erie County’s pavement
condition is very good. Only 0.5% of
miles have poor OPI and only 1.2% of
miles have poor IRl. The overall good
quality of the roads is a benefit to all
countywide users. Looking more
closely at each interval, of all the
Federal Aid Segment Miles in a high
Minority area (interval 5), have the
lowest amount of poor condition
pavement. The total miles in poor
condition is much higher is less
diverse, more white, census blocks.

Figure 6: Minority Pavement Condition

25

20

5 I|I |
0 []

Poor OPI miles Poor IRl miles

M Series| M Series2 M Series3 Series4 Series5

This comparison is shown in Figure 5. The total amount of miles in each interval also decreases as
the Minority and Low-Income populations increase. The small sample size in intervals 3, 4 and 5
make it difficult to draw accurate comparisons. However, a small investment in those few Federal
Aid Segment miles can make an even greater impact.

No disproportionately high impacts to Low-Income and Minority populations were found for
pavement condition. Maps of pavement condition with concentrations of Low-Income and
Minority populations are shown in Figures 7 and 8.
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Erie County Low Income Concentration
Federal Aid Road Segments

Pavement Condition (IRI Rating)

@ EXCELLENT

& GOOD

— FAIR

@ POOR

County Low Income Interval for Census Block Group, 2021

Less than or equal to half County Low Income
Population Percentage
Greater than half and less than or equal to County Low
Income Population Percentage
Greater than County Low Income Population Percentage
and less than or equal to twice the County Low Income
Population Percentage

=] Greater than twice and less than or equal to four times
the County Low Income Population Percentage

— Greater than four times the County Low Income
Population Percentage

| N

Figure 7: Low-Income
population and
pavement condition

Erie County Minority Population Concentration

Federal Aid Road Segments

Pavement Condition (IRT Rating)

= EXCELLENT

= GOOD

—— FAIR

- POOR

County Minority Population interval for Census Block Group, 2021
Less than or equal to half County Minority Population
Percentage

[ Greater than half and less than or equal to County
Minarity Population Percentage
Greater than County Minority Population Percentage and

I less than or equal to twice the County Minority
Population Percentage

-&ea!erﬂnnhﬂineandlss&lanorawdh:fuurtinﬁ
the County Minority Populstion Percentage

[ Gre=t= than four times the County Minarity
Percentage

Figure 8: Minority
population and
pavement condition
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Bridge Condition

Bridge condition data was collected from PennDOT’s Bridge Management System 2 (BMS2). The
portal contains inspection data for bridges over 20 feet in length using National Bridge Inspection
Standards (NBIS). The inspection process rates the deck, superstructure and substructure
separately. If one of those elements is in poor condition, the entire bridge is in poor condition. As
of September 30, 2023, the total bridges over 20 feet in Erie County is 684 (572 state owned bridges
and 112 locally owned bridges). Of these, 50 or 8.6% are in poor condition. Of the total deck
areaq, only 5.9% is in poor condition.

For this environmental justice analysis, bridges in poor condition and fair condition or better were
counted within a buffer of Minority and Low-Income census block concentrations; thus, some
bridges are counted in multiple intervals. Tables 6 and 7 display the bridge data by interval.

Minority Population | Bridges in Fair Condition Percent Bridges in Poor Percent
Interval or better condition or worse
1 469 92.1% 40 7.9%
2 143 91.7% 13 8.3%
3 95 93.1% 7 6.9%
4 13 100% 0 0%
5 5 100% 0 0%
Table 6: Bridge Condition: Minority
Low- Income Bridges in Fair Condition Percant Bridges in Poor Percent
Population Interval or better condition or worse
1 397 93.4% 28 6.6%
2 206 93.2% 15 6.8%
3 128 91.4% 12 8.6%
4 45 93.8% 3 6.3%
5 6 85.7% 1 14.3%

Table 7: Bridge Condition: Low-Income

Overall, Erie County bridges are in good condition. This helps everyone in Erie County. As with
pavement, sample size poses a challenge to evaluate environmental justice of bridge condition.
Even with a buffer applied, 77% of all bridges are located in or near areas with few Minority
concentrations (intervals 1 and 2) and 85.7% of all bridges are located in or near areas with few
Low-Income concentrations (intervals 1 and 2). Only 7 poor condition bridges are in high Minority
population intervals of 3, 4 or 5. That is only 0.7% of bridges in Erie County. While higher, only 16
poor condition bridges are in high Low-Income population intervals of 3, 4 or 5. That is 2.3% of
bridges in Erie County.

No disproportionately high impacts to Low-Income and Minority populations were found for

bridge condition. Bridge condition with concentrations of Low-Income and Minority populations
are shown in Figures 9 and 10.
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Erie County Low Income Concentration and Bridges

Bridge Condition
© Good
© Fair
® Poor
County Low Income Interval for Census Block Group, 2021

Less than or equal to half County Low Income
Population Percentage

Greater than half and less than or equal to County Low
Income Population Percentage

Greater than County Low Income Population Percentage

and less than or equal to twice the County Low Income
Population Percentage

m Greater than twice and less than or equal to four times
the County Low Income Population Percentage

— Greater than four times the County Low Income
Population Percentage

° Io ".

Figure 9: Low-Income
population and
bridge condition
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Erie County Minority Population Concentration and Bridges

Bridge Condition
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Figure 10: Minority
population and
bridge condition
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Injury and Fatal Vehicular Crashes

Statewide crash data is collected by PennDOT and was accessed through their online database.
The most recent data available at the fime of this analysis was from 2017 to 2021. The total
reportable crashes in Erie County for that period was 17,519. This is a decrease from the previous
period. The total crashes includes vehicular crash fatalities and suspected serious injuries, crashes
in which a person on a bicycle was involved and crashes in which a pedestrian was involved.

Minority - Crash Suspected Persons Involved in Horse and
. Crash Fatalities . .
Population (2017 - 2021) Serious Injuries Reportable Crashes Buggy Crashes
Interval (2017 - 2021) (2017 - 2021) (2017 - 2021)
1 69 204 12,738 3
2 35 139 10,221 1
3 16 81 7,266 0
4 18 99 8,032 0
5 6 17 1,875 0
Table 8: Crash: Minority
Low- Income Crash Fatalities Crash Suspected Persons Involved in Horse and
Population (2017 - 2021) Serious Injuries Reportable Crashes Buggy Crashes
Interval (2017 - 2021) (2017 - 2021) (2017 - 2021)
1 64 179 11,961 3
2 37 132 10,948 1
3 21 107 8,305 0
4 17 102 7,845 0
5 3 45 2,931 0

Table 9: Crash: Low-Income

Of the reported vehicular fatalities and serious injuries, 237 (33.5%) took place within census block
groups with higher than average Minority population, and 295 (41.7%) were located within block
groups with higher than average Low-Income population. Unlike bridges or pavement, vehicular
crashes are not necessarily tied to a specific location. A person with a Low-Income could be in a
crash in an area with high-income population. However, safety for all was the highest priority of
the Erie MPO’s 2050 Long Range Transportation Plan. While reportable crashes are decreasing
overall, the crashes in Low-Income and Minority areas are increasing. It is clear that more can be
done to improve safety in areas with Low-Income and Minority populations.
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Non-motorized Crashes

Non-motorized crashes were evaluated. The data in the charts below show the number of people
riding a bicycle or walking who were involved in crashes. The data also shows the number of
fatalities and serious injuries that occurred.

Minority Bicycle (2017 - 2021) Pedestrian (2017 - 2021)

Population [ pegple Involved | Fatalities Suspected People Involved - Suspected

Interval in Crashes Serious Injuries in Crashes Rataliues Serious Injuries
1 56 4 7 119 7 14
2 72 1 7 120 9 20
3 49 0 1 121 6 18
4 71 0 5 172 7 21
5 17 0 2 28 1 0

Table 10: Non-motorized crashes: Low-Income

r:;t’)m . Bicycle (2017 - 2021) Pedestrian (2017 - 2021)

Population | People Involved | Fatalities Suspected People Involved Fatalities Suspected

Interval in Crashes Serious Injuries in Crashes Serious Injuries
1 57 2 6 125 7 15
2 69 2 6 123 9 18
3 55 1 6 92 5 11
4 68 1 6 144 6 14
5 30 0 3 72 0 11

Table 11: Non-motorized crashes: Low-Income

51.7% of all bicycle crashes occurred in areas with higher than the County’s average Minority
population and 54.8% of crashes occurred in areas with higher than the County’s average Low-
Income population. These numbers have slightly increased since the last measurement period.
The crashes involving people walking have remained the same. 57.3% of all pedestrian crashes
took place in areas with higher than average Minority population and 57.7% took place in areas
with higher than average Low-Income population (intervals 3, 4 or 5). More needs be done o
improve non-motorized vehicle transportation safety throughout Erie County.
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Erie County Low Income Concentration and Crashes

Serious Injury Crashes
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Figure 11:
Low-Income
population and
crashes

Erie County Minority Population Concentration and Crashes
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Figure 12:
Minority population
s and crashes
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Condition Summary

The physical asset maintenance in Erie County is overall very good. This, in turn, lowers the amount
of poor pavement miles and poor bridges that are located in higher than average (intervals 3, 4
and 5) Low-Income and Minority census blocks. The Erie MPO and Erie County also have multiple
funding programs to assist municipalities to maintain their roads and bridges. For example, the
local federal aid route line item in the 2025-2028 TIP provides funding to municipalities to maintain
the roads they own that are on the federal aid system. Those projects are selected based on the
pavement condition. The 2025-2028 TIP also contains a local bridge line item to assist municipalities
in the maintenance of their bridges.

Motorized vehicle crashes, both fatal and injury causing, are prevalent in all census block groups.
While the causes of crashes are diverse, the 2025-2028 Highway/Bridge TIP contains many safety-
focused projects discussed in the Performance Management section. Over half of all non-
motorized crashes involving people walking and riding a bicycle occurred in environmental justice
population areas. While Active Transportation Plans have been produced, in some of the most
vulnerable areas such as the City of Erie, Union City Borough and the City of Corry, it is clear from
the numbers that more work needs to be done to address these problems.

Figure 13: Condition Concentrations
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51.7%
>
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30%
20%
10% [
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Poor Pavement (IRI) Poor Bridges Injury and Fatal Crash Non-Motorized Crash

Figure 13: Concentrations of poor conditions in areas with higher than average Low-Income and
Minority populations

New in this TIP cycle is the special rule on vulnerable road user (VRU) safety. The rule requires any
state for which VRUs account for 15% or more of total annual fatalities to obligate at least 15% of
its annual Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) appropriation to address VRU safety. VRU
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fatalities accounted for 16.75% of annual roadway fatalities in Pennsylvania in 2021; therefore,
PennDOT must comply with this special rule. PennDOT Highway Safety & Traffic Operations Division
(HSTOD) has identified pedestrian countdown signals as a low-cost, proven countermeasure.
There are 48 intersections in Erie County that will be receiving pedestrian countdown signals in
Year 1.

In order to best program the funds in the future, PennDOT undertook a Vulnerable Road Users
Safety Assessment. It is a comprehensive statewide examination aimed at understanding the
transportation safety challenges faced by Vulnerable Road Users.

Transit

The Erie Metropolitan Transit Authority (EMTA) is especially focused on reaching environmental
justice populations. As part of their 2023 Title VI+ Plan, Minority and Low-Income population
concentrations are mapped along fixed routes to evaluate how well those buses are reaching
those groups. The distance measured is a quarter of a mile to one mile of a bus line. This is walking
distance for most people to a fixed bus route. The maps created for transit accessibility are shown
in figures 8 and 9. The EMTA’s LIFT provides paratransit service throughout all of Erie County, on a
shared-ride basis utilizing vehicles owned and operated by EMTA. Because the service is demand-
responsive, is not limited to specific routes or locations, and covers all of Erie County. No mapping
was prepared related to the LIFT service.

EMTA Title VI
Minority Population
g within
7 Y% mile & 1 mile

Ernie County

Legend

2010 Census Block Points

o . 1/4 Mile Minority
Population

— . 1 Mile Minority Population
No Minority Population
e “N\_~ EMTA Transit Lines

a Erie County

Erie Block Groups

Figure 14: Fixed Bus Routes: Minority
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The public transportation projects on the 2025-2028 Transit TIP do not affect a specific geographic
location. Thus, the transit projects are not included on the project maps. Any increases in transit
funding will allow for additional bus routing and stops, thus expanding the availability of alternative
transportation and increasing mobility to access employment opportunities and health services.
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Figure 15: Fixed Bus Routes: Low-Income

3. Benefits and Burdens

The benefits that the transportation improvement program can provide to Low-Income and
Minority populations in Erie County include improved access, mobility, safety, and environmental
quality. The burdens of the program can be a reduction in any of those areas to a community. A
qualitative analysis of the 2025-2028 Highway/Bridge and Transit projects was undertaken 1o
identify and address these benefits and burdens. Projects are overlaid onto Low-Income and
Minority maps in Figures 16 and 17.
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Figure 16: 2025-2028 TIP projects and Low-Income concentrations
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Figure 17: 2025-2028 TIP projects and Minority concentrations
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4. Qualitative Evaluation of TIP Projects

A qualitative evaluation of 2025-2028 Highway and Bridge Program and 2025-2028 Public Transit
Program was undertaken. Below is a table illustrating the qualitative basis used to evaluate TIP
projects. The table includes a project category and a project impact type. The project impact
type varies by level of impact to Minority and Low-Income populations. This evaluation is listed in
Appendix A.

Table 12: Types of Impacts on Low-Income and Minority Populations

aife[alinglele[e/@l Project likely to result in high impact relative to short term or long term
- disruptions, increased right-of-way acquisition, increased commute time, etc.
Medium Project likely to result in some disruptions but not as significant or for as long as
Impact red impact projects.
Low Impact | Projects likely to result in the least adverse impact and add the most benefit to

Minority and Low-Income population - bicycle, pedestrian, fransit and small
safety projects.

Table 13: Project Categories and Impact Types

Project Category Project Impact Type
Major Capital/Capacity Adding Projects of potential concern/significant impact
Bridges (replacement, rehabilitation, Lower potential impacts/benefit depending on
maintenance) location
Highway (Pavement Restoration, Lower potential impacts/benefit depending on
Resurfacing, and Reconstruction) location
Highway Safety Lower potential impacts/benefit depending on
location
Bike/Pedestrian Low potential for adverse impacts
Transit Low potential for adverse impacts

5. Conclusions

Based on the qualitative analysis, most projects will not require significant right-of-way acquisition,
require the displacement of people, or cause burdens on the mobility, access, or environmental
health of any community or population group. This is because most of the Highway and Bridge TIP
is programmed to maintain the existing fransportation system.

Ongoing projects around the Central Bayfront Highway in the City of Erie will have a high impact
on Minority and Low-Income populations. This multi-year project will cause significant disruption
to travel during construction including reconfiguration of rail lines, creation of two round-a-bouts
and moving through-traffic underneath the State Street intersection. However, the project has
many benefits for Low-Income and Minority populations such as the creation of pedestrian bridge
over the Bayfront Parkway and enhanced ftrail network. Outreach to Low-Income and Minority
communities took place during the design process. Other projects labeled as high impact include
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projects located off of I-90 in various areas. These projects are marked as such due to the
inconvenience and disruptions that construction may cause to low income or minority
populations. Despite this, the enhancements that will occur from the completed projects will
make the Peach Street area safer for not only vehicular fraffic but also pedestrians. The project
will also improve connectivity. Areas around Presque Isle State Park are also listed as a potential
high impact on populations due to the disruption that will occurin a seasonally busy area. Presque
Isle and the surrounding areas become very busy during the warmer months, and when combined
with construction, can make traveling difficult for Low-Income and Minority residents.

Most of the projects in the bridge and pavement categories are believed to have some potential
adverse or beneficial impact (yellow impact) on Minority or Low-Income populations. Impacts will
be considered during the PennDOT connects process.

Finally, some projects are labeled low impact. Transit projects and small safety projects such as
railroad warning signs and ITS devices have little potential adverse impacts. Overall, the 2025-
2028 Erie MPO Transportation Improvement Program will not exacerbate any of the existing
conditions or place undue burden on any population.
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Appendix A

MPMS | Project Title Concentrations of EJ Populations Type Impact
Highway/Bridge Projects
613 Twenty Mile Creek Income: < Half County Low Bridge Medium
Bridge Income Population % Rehabilitation
Minority: > Half and < twice the
County Minority Population %
1127 SR 3022: Bridge over Income: > Half and < County Low- | Bridge Low
Little Conneauttee Income Population % Rehabilitation
Circle Minority: < Half County Minority
Population %
1172 US 20: Bridge over B. & | Income: < Half County Low Bridge Low
L.E.R.R. Income Population % Rehabilitation
Minority: < Half County Minority
Population %
1279 SR 1101: Bridge over |- | Income: > and < twice the Bridge Low
90 County Low Income Population % | Rehabilitation
Minority: < Half County Minority
Population %
1292 SR 3003: Bridge over Income: < Half County Low Bridge Low
Conneaut Cr. W. Br. Income Population % Rehabilitation
Minority: < Half County Minority
Population %
47274 | US 19: Kuntz Rd. to W. Income: > and < twice the Restoration Medium
38t St. County Low Income Population %
Minority: < Half County Minority
Population %
72374 | SR 4103 Bridge over I-90 | Income: > and < twice the Bridge Medium
County Low Income Population % | Preservation
Minority: > Half and < County Activities
Minority Population %
72440 | SR 8 Bridge over Income: < Half County Low Bridge Low
East Branch French Income Population % Rehabilitation
Creek Minority: < Half County Minority
Population %
73242 | SR 430: SR 290- Income: > and < twice the Restoration Medium

Shannon Road

County Low Income Population %

Minority: < Half County Minority
Population %




82879

US 19:1-90 to
Zimmerly Road

Income: < Half County Low
Income Population %

Minority: < Half County Minority
Population %

Resurface

84910

SR 4013 over Elk Creek

Income: > and < twice the
County Low Income Population %

Minority: > Half and < County
Minority Population %

Bridge
Replacement

High

Low

86499

SR 5: Melhorn Road —
Gorman Road

Income: < Half County Low
Income Population %

Minority: < Half County Minority
Population %

Restoration

Medium

87030

US 20: SR 4004 - SR 4016

Income: > half and < County
Lowlncome Population %

Minority: > Half and < County
Minority Population %

Resurface

Medium

88472

US 20 over Trout Run

Income: < Half County Low
Income Population %

Minority: < Half County Minority
Population %

Bridge
Rehabilitation

Medium

89210

SR 8: Wattsburg Road

Minority: < Half County Minority
Population %

Resurface

Medium

89218

SR 4017: Pittsburgh
Road

Income: < Half County Low
Income Population %

Minority: < Half County Minority
Population %

Restoration

Medium

97132

SR 4030: Bridge/CSX RR

Income: > and < twice the
County Low Income Population %

Minority: > and < twice the
County Minority Population %

Bridge
Rehabilitation

Medium

97149

SR 5 Bridges over
Turkey Creek and
Turkey Creek Trib#1

Income: > half and < County Low
Income Population %

Minority: > half and < County
Minority Population %

Bridge
Rehabilitation

Medium

97170

SR 5 Bridge over
Wensel Run

Income: > half and < County Low
Income Population %

Minority: < Half County Minority
Population %

Bridge
Rehabilitation

Medium




97221 SR 1013: Bridge over |- | Income: > half and < County Bridge Medium
90 LowIncome Population % Rehabilitation
Minority: < Half County Minority
Population %
97240 | US 6 Bridge over Income: < Half County Low Bridge Medium
French Creek Trib Income Population % Rehabilitation
Minority: < Half County Minority
Population %
98308 | US 19: Dorn Road - 1-920 | Income: > and < fwice the Safety High
Intferchange County Low Income Population % | Improvement
Minority: > half and < County
Minority Population %
99000 | SR290:SR5- Income: > and < twice the Resurface High
McClelland Ave. County Low Income Population %
Minority: > twice and < four fimes
the County Minority Population %
99023 | SR77:Pleasant St — SR [Hlalelelapl=ReielV]gilasciilal=N @101 7)Y Resurface Medium
426 Low Income Population %
Minority: < Half County Minority
Population %
99049 | SR 8: Arbuckle Income: < Half County Low Resurface Medium
Road to Phillips Income Population %
Road Minority: < Half County Minority
Population %
99750 | SR832:US 20 to Income: > Half and < County Low- | Resurface
Presque Isle State Income Population %
Park Minority: > half and < County
Minority Population %
102468 | SR 531: Depot Income: > Half and < County Low- | Reconstruct Medium
Road, Section 2 Income Population %
Minority: < Half County Minority
Population %
108952 | Cenftral Bayfront Income: > and < twice the Safety
Parkway County Low Income Population % | Improvement
Multimodal Minority: > twice and < four times
the County Minority Population %
109141 | City of Corry Income: > and < twice the Restoration

Resurfacing

County Low Income Population %
Minority: > twice and < four fimes

the County Minority Population %




110343

US 6N Underpass —
Springfield Twp

Income: > Half and < County Low-
Income Population %

Minority: < Half County Minority
Population %

Bridge
Replacement

Low

110379

Erie Loop Bikeway
French St

113882

US 20: Chestnut St. —
Cumberland Road

115116

US 6 (SR 3006):
Marsh Run to SR 18

Income: > and < twice the
County Low Income Population %

Minority: > twice and < four fimes
the County Minority Population %

Bicycle
Facilities

Medium

Income: > twice and < four times

the County Low Income
Population %

Minority: > twice and < four fimes
the County Minority Population %

Restoration

Medium

Income: > half and < County
Lowlncome Population %

Minority: < Half County Minority
Population %

Resurface

Medium

116737

SR 3004: Bridge over
Conneaut Cr.

Income: < Half County Low
Income Population %

Minority: < Half County Minority
Population %

Bridge
Replacement

Low

116740

SR 832: Bridge over I-90

Income: > and < twice the
County Low Income Population %

Minority: > half and < County
Minority Population %

Bridge
Replacement

Low

116741

SR 5 over Sixmile Creek

Income: > and < twice the
County Low Income Population %

Minority: < Half County Minority
Population %

Bridge
Replacement

Low

116813

SR 4010: Hershey
Road

Income: > and < twice the
County Low Income Population %

Minority: > half and < County
Minority Population %

Restoration

Medium

116814

SR 832: SR 98 to
Segment 110

Income: > and < twice the
County Low Income Population %

Minority: > half and < County
Minority Population %

Restoration

116815

SR 4016: US 19 to SR 197

Income: < Half County Low
Income Population %

Minority: < Half County Minority
Population %

Restoration

Medium

High




117639 | US 6 (SR 3006): I-79 to Income: < Half County Low Restoration Medium
Edinboro Income Population %

Minority: < Half County Minority
Population %

118365 | Edinboro TASA Project | Income: < Half County Low Pedestrian Medium

2022 Income Population % Facilities
Minority: < Half County Minority
Population %

118747 | SR 4034 (Bayfront Income: > twice and < four times  HigiElsclaaile]g Medium
Parkway) and the County Low Income Improvement
Cronberry St. Int. Popu|gﬂon %

Minority: > twice and < four times
the County Minority Population %
Transit Projects
77216 | Replace Fixed Route Income: > twice and < four times
Buses the County Low Income
Population % Low
Minority: > twice and < four fimes
the County Minority Population %
77129 | Replace Paratransit Income: > twice and < four times
Buses the County Low Income
Population % Low
Minority: > twice and < four fimes
the County Minority Population %
77132 | Acquire Income: > twice and < four times
Miscellaneous the County Low Income
Equipment Population % Low

Minority: > twice and < four fimes
the County Minority Population %
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Timothy May E ri e M P G Mark Welka

Chairperson Vice-Chairperson
Transportation Planning
In Erie County since 1964

Coordinating Committee Meeting Minutes
This meeting was held December 11, 2024 at 10:00am at Summit Township municipal building at
1230 Townhall Road West Erie, PA 16509 in person and virtually.

In attendance:

Coordinating Committee Voting Non-Voting Members
Members
Organization Representative Organization Name
City of Corry None DEP
City of Erie Jason Sayers FHWA Ronnique Bishop
Jacqueline Spry FTA
Chuck Scalise (alt) HUD
Jake Welsh (alt) DCED Joy Fronzoli
Chris Groner John McGranor
Joseph Schember Chairman Emeritus David Mitchell
Renee Lamis
County of Erie Jessica Horan (ALT) Guests
Boroughs Bill Kuhn Freda Tepfer
Townships Ron Bole Anne Hall
EMTA Dave Robinson Urban Engineers Charity Stover
Airport None PennDOT Co Maint Jim Shaut
Port None PennDOT 1-0 Mark Nicholson
Fairview Twp Brandon Pratt Troy Cyphert
Harborcreek Twp| Timothy May (Chairman) Ron Johnson
Lawrence Park None Courtney Lyle
Millcreek Twp. Matt Waldinger Sara Tassone
Gene Clemente (ALT) Nate Nunez
Chad McConnell (alt) Dax Nulph
PennDOT CPDM | Julia Cornell (ALT) GPI Darin Hettich
PennDOTD 1-0 | Brian McNulty EC Planning Emily Aloiz
Tom McClelland (alt) Nancy Blimmel
Summit Twp Matt Jonas (alt) PennDOT Central Kimberly Yeakle
Mark Welka (Vice Chair) Brandon Leach
Wesleyville Boro. | Paul Johnson
Marcus Jacobs (alt)

There were 14 voting members and an additional 3 voting alternates (ATL). A quorum was
reached.

1. The meeting was called to order at 10:02 by Chairperson Tim May.
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Public Comment on Agenda ltems:
Freda Tepfer provided public comment regarding more funding for betterment projects, better
preparation for storms, and public involvement in the EMTA planning process.

A motion to approve the Coordinating Committee Meeting minutes from September 11, 2024
was made by Ron Bole with a second from Brian McNulty.
The September 11™ minutes were approved unanimously.

Julia Cornell from PennDOT described the 2025-2028 Administrative Modifications and
informational items. She specifically addressed Informational ltem, Actfion Sheet 1 which
addressed the need to increase the CON phase on the Huntley Road RR Crossing project to
cover the final invoice. The RRX Reserve was utilized as the source of the funds. See spreadsheet
provided by PennDOT for additional TIP Modifications.

Dax Nulph from PennDOT gave an overview of summer projects:

¢ Central Bayfront — work has begun, expected to be complete by 2028

e Depot Road - 1.5 miles of reconstruction/resurfacing from Prindle to McGill Rad,
expected to be complete in 2026

e US 19 - Oliver Rd to Rotunda Drive resurfacing (2.2 miles) was completed

e Bayfront resurfacing from East 12 St to East Bay Drive is completed

e US 20 resurfacing from Old Ridge Rad to Imperial Parkway is completed

e Barton Road resurfacing from US 8 to Lake Pleasant Road (2.1 miles) is completed

e 190 reconstruction (7 miles) from mile post 3.5 to mile post 10.5 o add skip resistance is
expected to be complete by spring, 2025

¢ Safety improvement High Friction Surface Treatment was done on State Routes 8 and 18
in Venango and Conneaut Townships was completed

¢ Twenty Mile Creek Bridge, which is currently closed, is expected to be complete by Spring,
2026

e Bargain Road Bridge over I-90 is complete

¢ Niemeyer Road Bridge (covered timber bridge preservation) is complete

e Jordan Road Bridge replacement over 190 will begin in early 2025

e Bridge shotcrete bundle - 2 bridges, SR 530/Station Road and SR 4024/Robinson Road will
receive a shotcrete lining; work expected to begin in Spring, 2025

e Zuck Road - Chestnut to 26™ Street Signal Project is partially complete as there were
delays in shipment of the poles/mast arms

¢ Cranberry Street Signal Project — awaiting pole erection for signals

e [TS Addition — message boards have been installed

¢ Old Rte 99/Lamson Road Bridge Project — 3 existing single span structures to be removed
and replaced with new structures; work to begin in Spring 2025

e Bridge Waterproofing Projects — 2 bridges, Evans Road and Old Lake Road in Millcreek
and Springfield Townships; work to begin in early 2025

e Union City Boro TASA Project — pedestrian facilities added to the east side of Bridge Street
from Concord to High Street, on Willow Street from Bridge St to Market Streets and a
section of Concord Street from the school entrance to Bridge Street — work is complete

¢ Nagle Road resurfacing project is completed

¢ Greengarden Blvd Bikeway Loop is completed

¢ Downtown Erie ADA and Signing Project is completed
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10.

11.

e Edinboro TASA Project — Pedestrian Safety along Route 6/Waterford Street from edge of
business district to Edinboro University enfrance is expected to begin in early 2025
Matt Jonas provided an update on the Local Use Fee Program. The committee was in favor of
starting a grant process going forward for project selection. The process would have a set of
certain criteria to be met.

Emily Aloiz discussed the 2025-2027 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) and the need to adopt
it every 2 years. Additions have been made to the draft, specifically, any future changes to the
document must be reviewed by FHWA. A motion to approve the UPWP was made by Matt
Waldinger with a second from Mark Welka.

The 2025-2027 UPWP was approved unanimously.

Emily Aloiz presented the 2025 Safety Performance Measure Targets that were calculated by
PennDOT given a target 2% reduction in annual fatalities and maintaining the levels of serious
injuries. While the state overall has not met those targets, Erie County has. A motion to approve
the Safety Performance Measure Targets provided by PennDOT was made by Mark Welka with
a second from Brian McNulty.

The 2025 safety targets passed unanimously.

Emily Aloiz discussed the Title VI/Nondiscrimination Implementation Plan. This is an update that
adds Spanish franslation to part of the policy as well as mandates a 3 year adoption cycle. It also
adds the TIP Environmental Justice Analysis to the “umbrella” of the Title VI Plan. A motion to add
the updates 1o the Title VI/Nondiscrimination Implementation Plan was made by Bill Kuhn and
seconded by Matt Waldinger.

The Title VI/Nondiscrimination Plan was approved unanimously.

A 2025 Meeting Schedule was provided by Emily Aloiz as follows: Technical Advisory Committee
Meetings to be held at the Erie Metropolitan Transit Authority, 127 East 14™ Street, Erie, PA at 10:00
on Wednesday, February 12, Wednesday, May 14, Wednesday, August 13, and Wednesday,
November 12, 2025; the Coordinating Committee Meetings to be held at the Summit Town-
ship’s Municipal Building, 1230 Townhall Road, Erie, PA beginning at 10:00 on Wednesday,
March 12, Wednesday June 11, Wednesday September 10 and Wednesday December 10,
2025. The meetings will be in person as well as via Microsoft Teams. A motion to approve the
schedule was made by Jason Sayers with a second by Mark Welka.
The 2025 meeting schedule was adopted unanimously.

Mark Nicholson provided updates fromn PennDOT District 1:

o The district is in the process of developing a new newsletter.

e State Route 832, Sterretania to Presque Isle Park, a betterment project, is currently wrap-
ping up the engineering phase and it should be let next year

e Corry/Rt 77 and 426 — this is a paving project and is wrapping up engineering, will begin
the public comment period and should be let in Fall of 2025.

e |-79 Bridges in Erie over railroad tracks — currently being inspected and they met with the
consultants who provided a list of recommended repairs. The engineering phase will
begin next year and it is expected 1o be let in early 2026.

o Peach Street — this is a widening project from Dorn to Robinson Roads. It is expected to
be let by the end of 2026 or beginning of 2027. There are still a lot of preliminary steps to
be done.
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e Sassafras Street Bridge over the Bayfront — they are early in the preliminary engineering
stage.

12. Ronnique Bishop from FHWA provided some announcements:

e The US DOT has funding available through the RAISE grant program for surface
transportation infrastructure projects and the application deadline is January 30,
2025.

e PennDOT has been awarded $31.9 million in funding from the Low Carbon
Transportation Materials Grant Program.

e PennDOT has received 2 AID Awards for adaptive signal control and targeted
overlay pavement solutions.

¢ A complete list of FHWA announcement will be emailed to Emily Aloiz for distribution.

13. Julia Cornell from PennDOT Central Office announced:

e On November 22, 2024, Governor Shapiro made an announcement that PennDOT
will be flexing $153 million in Federal Highway Funds to Septa, the regional rail system
in the Philadelphia area. This allows for continued service and avoids service cuts and
fair increases. No funds were directly taken from the Erie TIP however this will
ultimately affect the entire Interstate TIP.

e PennDOT is in the process of developing the 2025 State Rail Plan. They are working
with the Federal Railroad Administration. It will evaluate and document State rail
needs over the next 20 years to guide investments. They are currently gathering input
from public and stakeholders through a survey. She will forward a link to Emily Aloiz.

14. Dave Robinson from EMTA noted that the storm created problems for EMTA. Service needed
to be cut at times for safety reasons. Crews were working hard to clear the roads and
shelters. Also, as far as the Transit Development Plan, they are waiting on PennDOT to make
funding determination. He noted that winter is not the time to start the survey and will wait
for spring.

15. Other Business:

Tim May spoke about the storm and the cooperation between all of the entities to
overcome the obstacles everyone faced.

16. Hearing of the Public:

Freda Tepfer noted that:

o Pedestrians are still facing challenges with all of the snow. There needs to be a long
term solution.

e Addition of sidewalks on West 26™ was needed and appreciated.

¢ Native plants need to be used on the Bayfront landscaping plan.

e Befter pedestrian access is needed during construction and snowstorms.

17. A motion to adjourn was made by Brian McNulty and the meeting adjourned at 11:02 am.
The next meeting is on Wednesday, February 12, 2025 at EMTA.
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