
Erie Metropolitan Planning Organization

PUBLIC

PARTICIPATION 

PLAN



Erie Area Metropolitan Planning 

Organization (MPO)

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN 

Adopted by the Erie MPO Coordinating Committee 

December 14th 2022 

Prepared by: 

Erie County Department of Planning and Community 

Development 

150 East Front Street Suite 300 

Erie, PA 16507 

Phone: 814-451-6336 

Fax: 814-451-7333 

pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov 

Cover Image: Michael Baker 

ENGLISH 
For translated documents and other downloaded material from the Erie County website, one 

should contact pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov or 814-451-6336  (TTY: 814-451-6237). 

SPANISH 
Para la traducción de documentos u otro material descargado del sitio web Erie County, un 
individuo necesita comunicarse con pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov o 814-451-6336 (TTY: 814-
451-6237).

ARABIC 
 ى إل فرد ال تاج ح ي ، Erie County ع موق من لها نزي ت م ت تي ال رى األخ مواد ال أو ق ائ وث ال ترجمة ل

 .(TTY: 814-451-6237)  6336-451-814 أوpcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov  ب صال االت

RUSSIAN 
Для перевода документов или других загружаемых материалов с веб-сайта Erie County 
необходимо связаться с pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov или 814-451-6336 (TTY: 814-451-6237). 

POLISH 
Do tłumaczenia dokumentów lub innych pobranych materiałów ze strony internetowej Erie 

County, osoba musi skontaktować się z pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov lub 814-451-6336 (TTY: 

814-451-6237).

SWAHILI 

Kwa hati zilizotafsiriwa na nyenzo zilizopakuliwa kutoka kwa tovuti ya Erie County, mtu 

anafaa kuwasiliana na pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov au 814-451-6336 (TTY: 814-451-6237). 

SUDANESE 

Pikeun dokumén ditarjamahkeun jeung bahan diundeur ti ramatloka Erie County, hiji kedah 

ngahubungan pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov atawa 814-451-6336 (TTY: 814-451-6237). 

SOMALI 

Dukumentiyada la turjumay iyo walxaha laga soo dejiyey degelka Erie County, waa in qofku la 

xidhiidho pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov ama 814-451-6336 (TTY: 814-451-6237). 

PASHTO 

یريا د    کاون 
ټ  یبو     پا 

ڼ   ړلژبا د څخه  یدبا څوک یو ،لپاره موادو شوي ډاونلوډ او اسنادو شوي   

pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov 6336-451-814 یا (TTY: 814-451-6237) ړیکها رسه یس  ون  . 

NEPALI 

अनुवादित कागजातहरू र एरी काउन्टी वेबसाइटबाट डाउनलोड गररएको सामग्रीको लादग, कसैले 

pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov वा 814-451-6336 (TTY: 814-451-6237) मा सम्पकक  गनुकपर्क ।  

UKRANIAN 

Щоб отримати перекладені документи та завантажені матеріали з веб-сайту округу Ері, 

слід звертатися до pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov або 814-451-6336 (TTY: 814-451-6237). 
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Erie MPO Commitment to Nondiscrimination 

 

The Erie Area Transportation Study Metropolitan Planning Organization 

(Erie MPO) hereby gives public notice that it fully complies with Title VI 

of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987, 

Executive Order 12898 on Environmental Justice, and related statutes 

and regulations in all programs and activities.   

The Erie MPO’s website may be translated into multiple languages and 

public documents can be made available in alternative languages 

and formats upon request.  Public meetings are held in ADA-accessible 

facilities and in transit accessible locations when possible. Auxiliary 

services can be provided to individuals during public meetings by 

submitting a request at least ten (10) days prior to a meeting to the 

greatest extent possible. 

Any person who believes they have been aggrieved by an unlawful 

discriminatory practice by the Erie MPO under Title VI has a right to file 

a formal complaint. Any such complaint must be in writing and 

submitted within one hundred eighty (180) days following the date of 

the alleged discriminatory occurrence.  

For more information, or to obtain a Title VI Discrimination Complaint 

Form, please see our website at: https://eriecountypa.gov/erie-mpo-title-

iv-policy/ or call 814-451-6336. 
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Section 1 Introduction 
 

1.1 About Us  
 

The Erie Area Transportation Study Metropolitan Planning Organization 

(Erie MPO) is a transportation policy-making committee made up of 

representatives from local government, transportation agencies and 

the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT).  The Erie 

MPO approves studies and capital improvements for transportation 

facilities such as roads, bridges and buses.  Four primary documents are 

developed and approved by the MPO for Erie County: the Long Range 

Transportation Plan (LRTP), Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), 

Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) and this Public Participation Plan 

(PPP).  In executing its work, the MPO strives to collect input in the 

decision making process from the public and communicate our work 

to the people, businesses, and communities of Erie County.    

 

 
The MPO is involved with TIP funding for roads highlighted in purple  

in Erie County, Pennsylvania 

 

1.2 How can I contact the Erie MPO?   
 

The Erie MPO is housed in the Erie County Department of Planning and 

Community Development. The office is open to the public weekdays 

between 8:00am-4:30pm.  Visit us above the Erie Maritime Museum or 

send mail to this address:   
 

Department of Planning and Community Development  

150 East Front Street, Suite 300  

Erie, PA 16507 
 

 Call us at (814) 451-6336                                                                                                                                           

Send a fax to (814) 451-7333 

 

Email: pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov 
 

Find more information about the MPO on the website.     

 

1.3 What is the Public Participation Plan?   
The Erie MPO recognizes that quality planning requires public input, and 

therefore the Erie MPO desires to provide for meaningful participation 

throughout all phases of planning processes. The Erie MPO also realizes 

that public interest in participating, or simply being aware of, 

transportation planning activities, needs to be coupled with the 

knowledge of how to effectively provide input, and participate if so 

desired. This document describes tools and techniques the Erie MPO 

uses to inform and engage the public throughout the transportation 

planning and programming processes.    

 

1.4 Goals of this Public Participation Plan  
 

The goals of this plan are to: 

1. Ensure the MPO’s outreach complies with all federal and state 

regulations and applicable laws 

2. Document specific public involvement procedures, strategies 

and desired outcomes 

3. Define a proactive public involvement process, especially 

outreach to traditionally underserved populations  
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Section 2 Federal and State Guidance 

The first goal of this Public Participation Plan is to ensure that the Erie 

MPO’s outreach meets all the necessary regulations. The following 

section outlines the federal and state laws and guidance associated 

with transportation planning and programming for Erie County.  

 

2.1 Federal Guidance  
 

Title 23, Section 450 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR)  

In accordance with federal laws and regulations, the Erie Urbanized 

Area’s metropolitan planning organization was established in 1964 to 

implement the federally required continuing, comprehensive, and 

cooperative (3C) transportation planning process.  

  

1. To be continuing, MPO work is conducted on an ongoing basis. 

2. To be comprehensive, the work covers all transportation modes, 

populations, and areas of Erie County 

3. To be cooperative, the work is performed in close communication 

and consultation with Erie County’s 38 municipalities and a broad 

base of agencies, organizations, and interest groups. 

 

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 

and the Federal Transit Association (FTA) of 

the U.S. Department of Transportation are 

the primary agencies the Erie MPO works 

with at the federal level.  Each appoints 

a non-voting member to the MPO board 

in an advisory role.  In accordance with 

23 CFR 450.316, the Erie MPO is required to 

engage in a metropolitan transportation 

planning process that creates opportunities 

for public involvement, participation, and consultation throughout the 

development of the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) and the 

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).   Specific interested parties 

are described in the legislation as well as necessary procedures for 

involvement such as employing visualization techniques and providing 

adequate public notice.   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 

Organizations receiving federal funds, such as the Erie MPO, are 

required to ensure the opportunity to participate is extended to all. 

The foundation for these efforts is stated in Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 

of 1964:  

“…No person in the United States shall, on the basis of race, color, or 

national origin be excluded from participation in, be denied the 

benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any program 

receiving Federal financial assistance…” 

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000) 

 

Environmental Justice (EJ) 

Further reinforcement of public engagement was established by the 

President’s 1994 Executive Order on Environmental Justice, which 

states:  

“…Each Federal agency shall make achieving environmental justice 

part of its mission by identifying and addressing, as appropriate, 

disproportionately high and adverse human health or environmental 

effects of its programs, policies, and activities on minority populations 

and low-income populations…”  

Executive Order 12898, Federal Actions to Address 

Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and Low-

Income Populations, 1994  

 

Examples of Interested Parties 

 Individuals 

 Affected Public Agencies and Authorities 

 Public Transportation Users and Employees  

 Freight Transportation Providers and 

Shippers 

 Private Providers of Transportation 

 Representatives of Pedestrian and Bicycle 

Facility Users 

 Representatives of the Disabled 
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In addition, FTA Circular 4703.1, Environmental Justice Policy Guidance 

for Federal Transit Administration Recipients, reinforces the need for 

equity in public transportation.   

 

Equity is defined as: 
 “. . .the consistent and systematic fair, just, and impartial treatment of 

all individuals, including individuals who belong to underserved 

communities that have been denied such treatment, such as Black, 

Latino, and Indigenous and Native American persons, Asian Americans 

and Pacific Islanders and other persons of color; members of religious 

minorities; lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer (LGBTQ+) 

persons; persons with disabilities; persons who live in rural areas; and 

persons otherwise adversely affected by persistent poverty or 

inequality. . .” 
Executive Order 13985, Advancing Racial Equity and 

Support for Underserved Communities Throughout the 

Federal Government 
 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 

This public participation plan also incorporates the Americans with 

Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990.  The ADA act gives civil rights protections to 

individuals with disabilities and guarantees equal opportunity 

individuals with disabilities in employment, public accommodations, 

transportation, state and local government services, and 

telecommunications.  In addition, 29 U.S.C. § 794 - Nondiscrimination 

under federal grants and programs- requires electronic and information 

technology be accessible to people with disabilities, including 

employees and members of the public. 
 

Limited English Proficiency (LEP) 

Executive Order 13166, an order “Improving Access to Services for 

Persons with Limited English Proficiency,” requires federal agencies to 

examine the services they provide, identify any need for services to 

those with limited English proficiency (LEP), and develop and 

implement a system to provide those services so LEP persons can have 

meaningful access to them. The Executive Order also requires that the 

federal agencies work to ensure that recipients of federal financial 

assistance provide meaningful access to their LEP applicants and 

beneficiaries. 

2.2 State Guidance  
The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania maintains additional rules and 

regulations that apply to the Erie MPO’s public participation.   

 

Sunshine Act 

The Sunshine Act (65 Pa. C.S. § 701 et seq.) is a state law that applies to 

public agencies, such as the Erie MPO.  It ensures 

the public has the opportunity to provide input on 

government actions. 

 

Provisions in the act require the MPO to: 

 Conduct official action and deliberation 

at a meeting open to the public; 

 Keep minutes of all open meetings; 

 Publish a detailed agenda at least 24 hours in advance of the 

meeting with a list of agency business that will be the subject 

of deliberation or official action; 

 Post the meeting agenda at both the meeting location and 

the staff office; 

 Provide copies of the agenda to all individuals in attendance. 

Pennsylvania Right-To-Know-Law  

As of June 21, 1957, P.L. 390, No. 212 provides anyone the right of access 

to public records in the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  

Erie County adopted its own open 

records policy pursuant to the 

state’s law.  Erie MPO document 

requests are processed through 

the Erie County Solicitor.  A right-

to-know request form and 

additional details can be found 

on the Erie County Right-to-Know 
Request webpage.   
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Pennsylvania Municipal Planning Code (MPC) 

As part of the Erie County Department of Planning and Community 

Development, the Erie MPO also follows the Pennsylvania Municipalities 

Planning Code, 1968, P.L.805, No247 as reenacted and amended.  The 

MPC details additional public comment needed when the MPO’s Long 

Range Transportation Plan is adopted as part of the Erie County 

Comprehensive Plan.   

Process a plan must go through to be adopted as part of the Erie 

County Comprehensive Plan 

MPO adopts plan 

 

Erie County Planning Commission  

holds a public meeting  

 

Planning Commission makes a  

recommendation to County Council 

 

45-day comment period 

 

Public Hearing 

 

Erie County Council votes on the  

adoption of the MPO’s plan into the  

Erie County Comprehensive Plan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Example of a public meeting 
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Section 3 Public Participation Opportunities 

The second goal of this Public Participation Plan is to document specific 

public involvement procedures, strategies and desired outcomes.  The 

following section describes how the Erie MPO strives to:  

 Provide adequate notice of public participation activities 

 Provide reasonable and timely access to transportation 

planning information 

 Employ visualization techniques  

 Make MPO information accessible and online 

 Hold public meetings at convenient locations and times 

 Adequately consider public input  

 Provide additional opportunity for public comment if final plans 

differ significantly from the version that was made available for 

public comment  

There are multiple ways the public can participate in transportation 

planning in Erie County.   

 

Participation Opportunities 

Participate in an MPO committee meeting 

Communicate with your MPO representative or 

municipal officials 

Participate in surveys and public meetings for 

the Long Range Transportation Plan, 

Transportation Improvement Plan, and Public 

Participation Plan 

Submit written comments during public 

comment periods 

Give feedback at project-specific meetings as 

projects are designed (organized by the facility 

owner) 

 

 

 

 

3.1 Committee Meetings  
The Erie MPO has two standing committees—the Technical Advisory 

Committee (TAC) and the Coordinating Committee (CC).  The TAC 

makes recommendations to the larger CC that takes official action.  

Each of these committees meet quarterly or at the discretion of 

Chairperson. All Erie MPO committee meetings are open to the public, 

An opportunity for public comment is included on every MPO 

committee meeting agenda.   

Both MPO committees are made up of 16 voting organizations as 

described in the Erie MPO Bylaws.  Voting organizations represented are 

Cities of Corry and Erie, County of Erie, Townships Fairview, Harborcreek, 

Lawrence Park, Millcreek, Summit, Wesleyville Borough, Erie County 

Association of Township Officials, Erie County Association of Boroughs, 

Erie Western Pennsylvania Port Authority, Erie Metropolitan Transit 

Authority (EMTA), Erie Regional Airport Authority, PennDOT District 1-0, 

and PennDOT Center for Program Development and Management.  

Additional advisory members include a representative from FHWA, FTA, 

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD), PA Department of Community and Economic 

Development, and PA Department of Environmental Protection (DEP). 

 

As part of this public participation  

plan update, an interactive map 

was created to find MPO voting 

representatives based on address.  

This tool is on the MPO website and 

can be accessed by clicking the 

map image to the right.   

 

 
 

PennDOT Municipal Officials  

Local Transportation Authorities  
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Non-Voting Federal Agencies 

Non-Voting State Agencies 

https://eriecountypa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/ErieMPO_BYLAWS_Adopted_March_9_2022.pdf
https://eriecopa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=0b79554f903d4bd78482fb623ae61d0e


Regular Meeting Advertisement 

Once the regular committee meeting schedule is adopted by the MPO, 

it is publically advertised.  Information shared includes date, time, 

location, type of committee and accessibility information.  This 

information is advertised in multiple ways.  MPO staff place a printed 

legal advertisement in the Erie Times News at least 72 hours before a 

public meeting.  This is done once at the beginning of the calendar 

year.  Meeting dates, times and locations are posted on the MPO’s 
webpage and at the Erie County 

Department of Planning and 

Community Development office.  

The schedule is also emailed to all 38 

Erie County municipalities.   

 

An additional email is sent by MPO 

staff to voting members and public 

who have requested email notifications. Calendar invites are sent to 

voting members and alternates.  MPO staff will provide a translated or 

printed schedule to any individual or organization upon request.  

Meetings are also advertised on the Erie County Department of Planning 
and Community Development’s Facebook page.  

 
Meetings are announced through Facebook posts on the Erie County 

Department of Planning and Community Development’s page 

Meeting dates, times and agendas are posted on the MPO webpage on the 

Erie County’s website  

 

 

Special and Rescheduled Meeting Advertisement 

In the event that a regular committee meeting needs to be 

rescheduled, the change is advertised at least 24 hours in advance as 

a legal advertisement in the Erie Times News.  The change is emailed to 

the MPO mailing list and 38 municipalities.  On the occasion that the 

chairperson calls a special committee meeting in addition to the 

regular committee meetings, the same protocol applies.  Special 

meetings are open to the public and are published at least 24 hours in 

advance in the Erie Times News.  The MPO mailing list and 38 

municipalities are notified by email.   

 

Meeting Materials 

MPO staff emails meeting agendas and materials subject to 

deliberation or official action at least 5 days before meeting.   

Staff send this email to all voting members and public on the 

To receive email 

notifications of all MPO 

public meetings and 

materials, email  
pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov 

or call 814-451-6336. 
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mailing list and Erie County municipalities.  Materials are in the form of 

Adobe PDF.  These materials are also publically posted on the MPO 

webpage to view online or download to another computer.  For in-

person committee meetings, the MPO staff supplies printed agendas 

and meeting materials subject to deliberation or official action.   

Meeting Format 

Regularly scheduled MPO committee meetings accommodate both in-

person and remote participation.  At a minimum, in-person committee 

meetings include a conference call phone line for remote audio 

participation.  Whenever possible, the MPO meetings offer a virtual 

attendance option using the internet.  Virtual attendance includes 

integrated audio and video, chat tools, and application sharing.  The 

Erie MPO currently uses the Zoom platform to facilitate virtual 

attendance.  The virtual platform includes a call-in option and allows 

the public to read a live transcript during the meeting.  

In the event that an in-person public meeting is not feasible or advisable 

(e.g., public health or other emergency), the Erie MPO may offer a 

solely virtual meeting option.   Detailed information about the virtual 

meeting (date, time, dial-in number, meeting ID, and link for the virtual 

meeting software) will be provided to the public following the meeting 

advertisement procedures described previously. 

 

 
Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, meetings were held virtually.  Since May 11th 

2022, Erie MPO committee meetings have been both virtual and in-person. 

 

 

Comment Opportunities at MPO Meetings 

At any Erie MPO committee meeting, the public may comment on any 

transportation plans and policies on the agenda.  The chart below 

shows the schedule many of these are adopted by the MPO.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLAN/POLICY 

CURRENT NEXT 

ADOPTION/   

COMPLETION 

TARGETED 

COMPLETION 

Unified Planning Work 

Program (UPWP) 

December 8, 

2021 

December 13, 

2023 

Long Range Transportation 

Plan (LRTP) 
March 9, 2022 March 9, 2027 

Transportation Improvement 

Program (TIP) 
June 22, 2022 June 2024 

Public Participation Plan (PPP) May 16, 2007 
December 14, 

2022 

Coordinated Public Transit 

Plan-Human Services 

Transportation Plan 

February 2008 December 2023 

Environmental Justice Benefits 

& Burdens Analysis  
June 22, 2022 June 2024 

Title VI Policy  June 22, 2022 March 8, 2023 

Limited English Proficiency 

Plan 
June 24, 2020 March 8, 2023 

Annual List of Federally 

Obligated Projects 

December 14, 

2021 

December 15, 

2022 

Local Bridge Prioritization for 

Local Use Fee 

September 14, 

2022 
March 8, 2023 

Performance Measure 1 

(Safety) 

December 8, 

2021 

December 14, 

2022 

Performance Measures 2 and 

3 (condition and reliability) 

December 9, 

2020 
as needed 
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Meeting Accessibility  

In-person meeting locations are at facilities accommodating to persons 

with disabilities, older persons and the sight and/or hearing-impaired.  

Meeting places are accessible by public transportation as well as 

compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). The public 

can also request additional accommodations for special needs such as 

language, sight, or hearing.  Services are provided free of charge.   

 

Within the virtual meeting space of Zoom, participants are able to view 

a live transcript.  In addition, users are able to translate captions in real-

time.  Supported languages currently include French, German, Spanish, 

Portuguese, Italian, Chinese, Russian, Japanese, Korean, Dutch and 

Ukrainian.   
 
Content on the Erie County website, 

which includes the Erie MPO webpage, 

can be translated through the use of 

Google Translate application at the 

top of each page.  Adobe PDF files 

posted to the website are formatted to be ADA accessible: the text is 

searchable, images have alternative text describing the picture, 

bookmarks are used for documents over 9 pages, no watermarks are 

used, tables are formatted left-to-right on a single page, and tags are 

used.  When a file cannot be made ADA accessible, an alternative 

accessible document is posted.    

The Erie MPO also has a complaint procedure in place.  If you would 

like to file a complaint, please contact Emily Aloiz at 814-451-7325 or visit 

the MPO’s Title VI Policy webpage. 

Meeting Documentation 

Committee meetings are documented through written minutes 

complied by the MPO Secretary.   The minutes include attendance, 

documentation of all public comment, a record of all official actions 

taken, and a summary of important points in the decision-making 

process. The committee reviews and adopts the minutes at the 

subsequent meeting.   

 

The MPO secretary posts minutes on the Erie MPO website within 2 weeks 

of their approval for public inspection and copying.   They are retained 

on the website for a minimum of six months.  Printed minutes are made 

available for review at the Erie County Department of Planning and 

Community Development office.  Minuets are retained indefinitely since 

the MPO’s founding in 1964.   

With the consent of those attending, MPO committee meetings are 

recorded. While not a substitute for written minutes, audio and visual 

recordings, transcripts and chat conversations also serve to document 

meetings.  Audio/visual recordings of MPO committee meetings are 

posted for public viewing on the Erie County, Pennsylvania YouTube 
channel within 3 weeks of the recording.   

 
 

3.2 Plans with Public Comment Periods 
 

Some transportation plans developed by the Erie MPO have specific 

public comment periods distinct from public comment at MPO 

meetings.  These plans are the 

Long Range Transportation 

Plan (LRTP), the Transportation 

Improvement Plan (TIP) and 

the Public Participation Plan 

(PPP).   Written comments 

received during these periods 

are include in an appendix to 

the adopted plan.   

 

Written comments can be 

submitted to pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov or mailed to 150 E Front Street 

Suite 300, Erie, PA 16507.  The public can also deliver written comments 

to MPO staff at the office of the Erie County Department of Planning 

and Community Development, at a public meeting or at an MPO 

committee meeting during the comment period.  Communications not 

considered an official comment for these three plans include Facebook 

posts, comments written in a chat box during a virtual meeting, 

YouTube comments, verbal comments, newspaper editorials or 

comments directed at a third party.   

 

 

Plans with dedicated public 

comment periods 

 Long Range Transportation 

Plan (LRTP) 

 Transportation Improvement 

Program (TIP) 

 Public Participation Plan (PPP) 
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Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) 

Public participation is an essential part of the Erie MPO Long Range 

Transportation Plan development.  This plan is updated every 5 years 

with a 20+ year planning horizon. It is a significant element of 

transportation planning process in Erie County, defining local 

transportation goals and objectives.  The plan also provides the 

framework for Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) funding.     

 

Development of the LRTP requires outreach to agencies and officials 

responsible for other planning activities that are affected by 

transportation in consultation with PennDOT, FHWA, FTA and the Erie 

Metropolitan Transit Authority (EMTA).   Organizations include the 38 Erie 

County municipalities, economic development organizations, tourism 

agencies, environmental protection and resiliency organizations, 

airport officials, freight organizations and neighborhood organizations.  

General public outreach is also undertaken to build the LRTP.   Projects 

generated during the planning process are subject to an interagency 

consultation process required under the Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) transportation conformity regulations (40 CFR Subpart A).  

 

The public involvement 

procedures the Long Range 

Transportation Plan are 

outlined in the table to the 

right.  The current Long Range 
Transportation Plan is posted on 

the Erie County website and is 

available to review at the Erie 

County Department of 

Planning and Community 

Development office.   

 

 

In addition to the plan, all projects in the Long Range Transportation 

Plan require the creation of a Project Initiation Form, created by 

PennDOT in collaboration with municipalities and the MPO as part of 

the PennDOT Connects Process.  These forms allow municipal officials 

to identify needs in the project area before design beings.   

 

 

Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) 

Strategy Public Participation Tool 

Document 

Availability  

MPO Website, Erie County Planning and 

Community Development Office, EMTA office, and 

Erie County public library  

Comment Period Thirty (30) calendar days. Written comments 

accepted by mail: 150 East Front Street, Erie, PA 

16507, or email: pcdinfo@ericountypa.gov. 

Public Meeting  One public hearing prior to adoption at 

Coordinating Committee Meeting  

Press Release & 

Public Notices  

Emailed to MPO mailing list and stakeholders, 

Advertised through an Erie County Media Release, 

Erie Times News Legal Notice, Erie County Planning 

and Community Development Facebook page, 

documents mailed to Tribes/Nations, documents 

mailed to Environmental Justice Organizations 

Initial Notice 

Period  

Thirty (30) calendar days prior to the Public 

Comment Period ending and at least ten (10) 

calendar days prior to the public hearing.  

Amendment 

Notice Period 

Five (5) calendar days prior to the Public Comment 

Period ending.  

Opportunity for 

additional 

comment  

If the final Plan differs significantly from the version 

that was made available for public comment and 

raises new material issues that interested parties 

could not reasonably have foreseen from the 

public involvement efforts, then an additional 

comment period of ten (10) days will be issued.  

One additional public hearing will be held.   

Comment 

documentation 

and response 

Written comments receive a response within five (5) 

days.  Comments and responses are included in 

the Public Comment Appendix that is presented to 

committee members prior to any official action. 

Engagement 

Metrics  

Number of participants at meetings, comments 

received, views on YouTube videos, shares on 

Facebook 

Visualization 

Techniques 

Presentation video, PennDOT One Map  

Update Every 5 years  
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Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 

The TIP is prepared every two years.  It lists transportation projects 

approved by FHWA/FTA in Erie County for the next four years.  Listed 

projects are primarily the ones that receive federal transportation 

funding, but regionally significant state and local projects may be 

included in the TIP as well.  In addition to projects, the TIP also includes 

supporting documentation such as the Environmental Justice Benefits 

and Burdens Analysis, Air Quality Conformity Analysis Report, and 

Performance Management Report.   

 

The Transportation Improvement Program is posted on the Erie County 

website and is available to review at the Erie County Department of 

Planning and Community Development office.   The public involvement 

procedures for the TIP are listed in the table to the right.     

 

The Erie MPO TIP is combined with TIPs across the state to form the 

State’s Transportation Improvement Program (STIP).  The STIP then forms 

the first four years of the Pennsylvania 12-year plan (TYP).  While the STIP 

and the TYP are managed by PennDOT, the Erie MPO assists PennDOT 

with their public outreach. 

 
After the TIP is adopted, new projects are engineered.  PennDOT 

Connects obliges PennDOT to discuss all TIP projects with local officials 

before implementation.  Local officials and municipal staff can 

participate by completing Connects forms and attending scoping field 

views.  Certain TIP projects have additional general public input 

following the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969.  These 

projects are listed on PennDOT’s Erie County webpage.     

 

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 

Strategy  Public Participation Tool  

Document 

Availability  

MPO Website, Erie County Planning and Community 

Development Office, EMTA office, and Erie County 

Public Library 

Comment Period  Thirty (30) calendar days. Written comments 

accepted by mail: 150 East Front Street, Erie, PA 

16507, or email: pcdinfo@ericountypa.gov. 

Public Meeting  One public hearing prior to adoption at 

Coordinating Committee Meeting  

Press Release & 

Public Notices  

Emailed to MPO mailing list and stakeholders, 

Advertised through an Erie County Media Release, 

Erie Times News Legal Notice, Erie County Planning 

and Community Development Facebook page, 

documents mailed to Tribes/Nations, documents 

mailed to Environmental Justice Organizations 

Initial Notice 

Period  

Thirty (30) calendar days prior to the Public 

Comment Period ending and at least ten (10) 

calendar days prior to the public hearing.  

Amendment 

Notice Period 

Five (5) calendar days prior to the Public Comment 

Period ending.  

Opportunity for 

additional 

comment  

If the final Plan differs significantly from the version 

that was made available for public comment and 

raises new material issues that interested parties 

could not reasonably have foreseen from the public 

involvement efforts, then an additional comment 

period of ten (10) days will be issued.  One 

additional public hearing will be held.   

Comment 

documentation 

and response 

Written comments receive a response within five (5) 

days.  Comments and responses are included in the 

Public Comment Appendix that is presented to 

committee members prior to any official action. 

Engagement 

Metrics 

Number of participants at meetings, comments 

received, views on YouTube videos, shares on 

Facebook 

Visualization 

Techniques 

Presentation video, PennDOT One Map  

Update  Every 2 years  

 

Erie County Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP)

State Transportation 
Improvement Program (STIP)

Pennsylvania's Twelve 
Year Plan (TYP)
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Public Participation Plan (PPP) 

The Erie MPO updates its Public Participation Plan as needed.  When 

updating, there are specific public engagement strategies and 

techniques that are used.  These are listed in the table to the right.  

 

In 2007, the Erie MPO adopted its first Public Participation Plan, 

developed in coordination with the Federal Highway Administration 

(FHWA), Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT), the 

Erie Metropolitan Transit Authority (EMTA), the Erie-Western Pennsylvania 

Port Authority, Erie Municipal Airport Authority, and municipalities of Erie 

County. While it has undergone minor revisions, it remained largely 

intact until this update.   

 

The specific public outreach undertaken during this update is 

documented in Appendix A.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public Participation Plan (PPP) 
Strategy  Public Participation Tool  

Document Availability  MPO Website, Erie County Planning and 

Community Development Office, EMTA 

office, Erie County Public Library  

Comment 

Period/Opportunities  

Forty-five (45) calendar days. Written 

comments accepted by mail: 150 East Front 

Street, Erie, PA 16507, email: 

pcdinfo@ericountypa.gov 

Public Meeting  One public hearing prior to adoption at 

Coordinating Committee Meeting  

Press Release & Public 

Notices  

Emailed to MPO mailing list and stakeholders, 

Advertised through an Erie County Media 

Release, Erie Times News Legal Notice, Erie 

County Planning and Community 

Development Facebook page, documents 

mailed to Tribes/Nations, documents mailed 

to Environmental Justice Organizations 

Initial Notice Period  Forty-five (45) calendar days prior to the 

Public Comment Period ending and at least 

ten (10) calendar days prior to the public 

hearing.  

Comment 

documentation and 

response 

Written comments receive a response within 

five (5) days.  Comments and responses are 

included in the Public Comment document 

that is presented to committee members prior 

to any official action. 

Amendment Any amendment that differs significantly from 

the version that was made available for 

public comment will restart the forty-five (45) 

calendar day public comment period.   

Engagement Metrics Number of participants at meetings, number 

of comments received.  

Update schedule As needed  
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Section 4 Proactive Public Participation 

Strategies 

Another goal of this plan is to define the MPO’s proactive public 

involvement process, especially outreach to traditionally underserved 

communities.  This refers to populations sharing a particular 

characteristic, as well as geographic communities, which have been 

systematically denied a full opportunity to participate in aspects of 

economic, social, and civic life.  This includes minority communities, 

Native American tribes and nations, and people adversely affected by 

persistent poverty. 

 

Proactive public participation: 

 Identifies the composition of the community impacted by a 

plan and barriers to participation 

 Ensures that a broad representation of the community has 

provided input 

 Adopts public engagement strategies suggested or 

recommended by underserved communities 

 Documents and shares how the input received impacts final 

plans and projects lists 

 Involves underserved communities in decision-making related 

to the transportation planning process   
 

4.1 Limited English Proficiency  
 

The Erie MPO is committed to improving services to people with Limited 

English Proficiency (LEP) throughout Erie County.  As part of the Title VI 

plan, LEP members of the County are identified with a four-factor 

analysis.  The Erie MPO’s Limited English Proficiency Plan is available on 

the Erie MPO Title VI Policy webpage and at the Erie County Department 

of Planning and Community office.   

 

Many strategies to offer language assistance have been described with 

regular meeting advertisement.  These include the availability of the 

Google Translate feature on Erie MPO webpages, live transcription or 

translation during virtual Zoom meetings, and advertising the free 

translation of documents upon request.  Translation services are offered 

through the Erie County Courthouse as described in the Language Access 
Plan.  

 

Additional targeted outreach includes the placement of taglines at 

the beginning of all plans.  This plan includes taglines.  In addition, 

MPO staff reach out to specific organizations during public input for 

transportation plans.  Organizations include the City of Erie’s New 

American Council, U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants/Erie 

International Institute and the Multicultural Community Resource 

Center.   

 

Summary of Languages Spoken at Homes in Erie County 

 

Category Number Percentage Error 

Population 5 years and over 256,855 
  

 Speak English only or English "very 
well" 238,935 93.0% +/-0.5 

  Speak a Language other than English 17,920 7.0% +/-0.5 

Spanish total 5,878 2.3% +/-0.2 

Other Indo-European languages total 7,935 3.1% +/-0.9 

 Asian and Pacific Islander languages 2,223 0.9% +/-0.2 

Other languages 1,884 0.7%  +/-0.2 

All citizens 18 years old and over 209,151 
  

Speak only English 199,217 95.3% +/-0.4 

Speak a language other than English 9,934 4.7% +/-0.4 

Spanish 3,774 1.8% +/-0.2 

Speak English less than “very well” 2,046   

Other languages 6,160 2.9% +/-0.4 

Speak English less than “very well” 5,018   

Data Source:  American Community Survey 5-year Estimates 2020 to 2025 
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4.2 Environmental Justice  
Every two years, the Erie MPO uses census data to evaluate 

concentrations of low-income and minority populations throughout Erie 

County.  How these populations are distributed is illustrated in the maps 

to the right.  The information is compared with condition of pavement 

(OPI and IRI), condition of bridges (% deck area), fatal or injury crashes, 

non-vehicular crashes, fixed bus routes and projects in the TIP. The 

evaluation helps the MPO understand if the TIP projects will help correct 

or exacerbate any disparities found in the existing conditions.  These 

conclusions for the 2023-2026 TIP are discussed in the Environmental 
Justice (EJ) Core Elements Documentation.  Future EJ documentation can 

be accessed on the Erie MPO Title VI Policy webpage or at the Erie 

County Department of Planning and Community Development office.   

 

The Erie MPO currently conducts targeted outreach to Low-income 

and Minority populations that includes:  

 Seeking opportunities to present at organizations supporting 

minority or low-income individuals during LRTP development                        

(ex. New American Council meeting)  

 Placing printed draft plans and announcement flyers in the Erie 

County Libraries during all public comment periods 

 Notifying agencies that work with minorities or low-income 

populations during all public comment periods (ex. Urban Erie 

Community Development Corporation)  

 Conducting in-person intercept surveys targeting minority and 

low-income populations during special studies  

 Incentivizing surveys during special studies  

 Distributing information through religious organizations during 

all public comment periods (ex. Sisters of Saint Joseph’s 

Neighborhood Network) 

 Posting information in EMTA’s transit and LIFT paratransit 

vehicles during all public comment periods 

 Distributing information to community organizations for all 

public comment periods (ex. Union City Pride) 

 Using dynamic message boards to advertise comment periods 

at project locations effecting low-income and minority 

residents during the TIP public comment period  

 

Specific outreach for this plan is found in Appendix A.   

 
Low-Income census blocks in Erie County 

 
Minority census blocks in Erie County 
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4.3 Additional Underserved Communities 
 

The Erie MPO recognizes there are additional underserved communities 

in Erie County.  These include the elderly, carless households, rural 

residents and people living with a disability.  Identification of these 

populations comes through census data.  The Erie MPO evaluates the 

composition of the population every two years as part of the 

Environmental Justice (EJ) Core Elements Documentation.    

 

Potentially Disadvantaged Populations in Erie County, PA 

 

2020 

Population 

Percentage of total 

County Population 

Limited English Proficiency  

Households 
7,064 2.8% 

Persons with a Disability 41,209 15.5% 

Elderly (65 years or older) 48,770 17.9% 

Carless Households 11,699 10.6% 

Housing Units with No Internet 18,009 16.3% 

Housing Units with No Computer 11,743 10.6% 

Data Source: 2020 American Community Survey  

 

 

Much of the targeted environmental justice outreach applies here as 

well.  The Erie MPO places flyers in transit and paratransit vehicles, and 

provides printed information at libraries.   Additional outreach currently 

undertaken by the Erie MPO includes:  

 Conducting in-person intercept surveys targeting 

transportation users with disabilities and the elderly during 

special studies 
 

 Notifying agencies that work with persons with disabilities and 

the elderly during all public comment periods (ex. Voices for 

Independence) 
 

 Notifying organizations of non-car users during all public 

comment periods (ex. Erie City Mission) 
 

 Seeking opportunities to speak at meetings of groups during 

the LRTP development (ex. City of Erie Mayor’s Disability 

Roundtable) 

 

 Distributing information through religious or community 

organizations during all public comment periods (ex. Saint Martin 

Center) 
 

 Providing call-in options to all MPO meetings and hosting in-

person only meetings at transit accessible locations and times 

when transit is available.   
 

 Insuring all MPO meeting locations and material posted to the 

Erie MPO webpage is accessible to all 

 

Specific outreach for this plan is found in Appendix A.   

 

4.4 Tribes and Nations Outreach  

While there are currently no Tribal 

lands in Erie County, the Erie MPO 

recognizes that all land within the 

county is ancestral Tribal land.  As 

stakeholders and sovereign 

nations, the Erie MPO has a 

responsibility to consult directly with 

Tribes and Nations in the 

development of transportation 

planning documents.  Individual 

Tribes and Nations are contacted 

by the Erie MPO (not a consultant) 

during the public comment periods 

for the Long Range Transportation 

Plan, Transportation Improvement 

Program and Public Participation 

Plan.  

The main barrier to participation has been awareness of plans taking 

place in geographic regions in which the tribal communities no longer 

reside. Consultation has identified the contact(s) in the tribe or nation 

and how they would prefer to receive notifications.  For example, the 

Shawnee Tribe receives notifications through their Tribal Historic 

Preservation Officer.  The Tonawanda Band of Seneca receives 

notifications through their Chief.  While email communication 

Tribes and Nations of Erie 

County  

 Absentee-Shawnee Tribe of 

Indians of Oklahoma   

 Eastern Shawnee Tribe of 

Oklahoma  

 Tonawanda Band of Seneca  

 Delaware Nation, Oklahoma  

 Delaware Tribe of Indians  

 Seneca-Cayuga Nation   

 Shawnee Tribe  

 Seneca Nation of Indians  

 Onondaga Nation  
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with links to online versions of draft plans are preferred by most, two 

nations prefer to receive hard copies of draft plans.   Erie MPO staff mail 

hard copies of draft plans to the Seneca Nation of Indians and the 

Onondaga Nation.   

Outreach to tribes and nations is separate from the project-specific 

consultation following Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.  

PennDOT will initiate project consultation whether or not the tribe or 

nation participates in the Erie MPO’s public comment periods.  

 

4.5 Branding 
 

As part of this Public Participation Plan update, staff acknowledge that 

a cohesive visual representation of the Erie MPO is needed.  Following 

the 2019 Erie County Communications Guide, the following colors and 

fonts will be used by the Erie MPO.   

 

Fonts 

 

Atlanta Book 

ATLANTA BOOK ALL CAPS 

Atlanta Demi 
ATLANTA DEMI ALL CAPS 

Colors 

 

   

Navy blue 

CMYK: 100-94-32-37  

RGB: 0-25-86 

HEX: #001956 

 

Light blue 

CMYK: 44-1-0-0  

RGB: 134-193-233  

HEX: #86c1e9 

Green 

CMYK: 88-25-100-12  

RGB: 0-129-57 

HEX: #008139 

 

 

The MPO selected a new logo for the organization.  Options were 

crafted to reflect Erie County’s letterhead style and colors.  The MPO 

Technical Advisory Committee voted on a logo on November 9th 2022.   

 

 
The new Erie MPO Logo 

 

 

Section 5 Reassessment of Public 

Participation Plan 

 

The Erie MPO shall conduct a review of the effectiveness of the public 

involvement process every two years with the Transportation 

Improvement Program (TIP) cycle.  

MPO staff will also work with 

PennDOT’s Equal Opportunity 

Specialist to ensure public 

involvement corresponds with the 

current transportation planning 

legislation.  However, the Erie MPO 

will amend the plan at any time 

between TIP cycles when the public 

deems reassessment necessary.   

 

 
 
 
 

Causes for 

Reassessment 
 Changes in local, state or 

federal legislation 

 Evaluation during regular 

two-year TIP cycle 

 Public comment that 

reassessment is needed 

15 

https://www.gsa.gov/real-estate/historic-preservation/historic-preservation-policy-tools/legislation-policy-and-reports/section-106-national-historic-preservation-act-of-1966#:~:text=Section%20106%20of%20the%20NHPA,when%20making%20final%20project%20decisions.


Appendix A: Summary of Public Outreach and Comments 

 

Introduction 

Updating the MPO’s Public Participation Plan was a multi-step process.  It started by staff 

conversations with MPO board members.  Once the goals of the plan were established, the 

draft began to take shape.  A survey for the public was created to assess communication 

needs.  The survey was linked to the Erie MPO webpage, distributed on the Erie County Planning 

Department’s Facebook 

page, through emails to the 

MPO members and friends, 

emails to municipalities and 

emails to stakeholders. All 

MPO members were asked to 

circulate the survey on their 

websites and social media 

accounts.     

Following the Public 

Participation Plan Survey, the 

draft plan was put out for an 

official 45-day Public 

Comment Period.  Two 

public meetings were held.  

Eight people attended the 

virtual public meeting and 

three attended the in-person 

public meeting.  

 

Below are the results of the surveys and the public comment period outreach.   

 

This appendix has four parts:  

1. Survey Results 

2. Comment Period Advertisement 

3. Sample Forms for Advertisement 

4. Written Comments and Responses during Public Comment Period  

 

1. Survey Results 
 

MPO Board Member Survey  

Of the MPO members, alternates and appointed non-voting members, 9 people responded. 

These results were presented publically at the August 10th Technical Advisory Committee.  The 

results are shown on the following page. 

July-August

•Survey of MPO voting members

•Determination of Plan Goals

•Introduction of logo design

Sep-Oct

•Public Survey September 19th-October 7th  

•Draft review by PennDOT and FHWA

•Public Comment Period Begins Ocotber 17th 

November

•TAC reviews draft and recomends a logo

•In-person public meeting November 16th 5:30-6:60 pm

•Virtual Public Meeting November 16th Noon-1:00pm

December

•Amendment period December 3rd-13th

•Official Action by the Coordinating Committee 
December 14th



 

 

What type of communication would you like more of?                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

What goals of the public participation plan are needed?   

All 6 
Document specific public involvement procedures, strategies, and desired outcomes  1 
Define a proactive public involvement process, especially outreach to traditionally 

underserved populations  
2 

Ensure the MPO’s outreach complies with all Federal, State, and local regulations and 

applicable laws  
8 

other  0 
Total responses 17 

 

What do you think are the main barriers to public participation in the MPO?  

None 1 

Lack of translated documents  0 

Lack of technology to complete online surveys and attend virtual meetings  0 

No time or resources to attend in-person meetings  1 

Lack of interest in transportation planning  7 

Total responses 9 

 

Given the survey results, the following adjustments will be made:  

 Additional emails will be sent to the MPO when voting members change, and when 

meeting minutes or YouTube videos have been uploaded.   

 Draw attention to the impact of transportation planning on peoples’ lives 

 MPO staff will work with the County IT department to update the MPO webpages 

 The MPO logo will be redesigned  

Public Survey  

The MPO members and friends reviewed the public survey questions and responses on the week 

of September 14th.  Revisions were made and the seven question survey was opened for 

submissions.  The survey was open from September 19th to October 7th.  A flyer was created with 

the survey link and QR code.  They were emailed to individuals and organizations.  These include 

MPO voting members and stakeholders on the MPO mailing list, all municipalities, Erie City 

Council, Erie County Department of Planning and Community Development, Erie County 

Planning Commission, Erie County Council, City of Erie’s New American Council, City of Erie 

Neighborhood Growth Partnership and Council of Governments.  The survey was shared on the 

MPO’s webpage and Facebook page.  Recipients were encouraged to share these tools with 

What updates are needed?   
None  5 
Erie MPO logo  1 
Erie MPO website  3 
Erie MPO Facebook  1 

Total responses 10 

None 0 

Physical Mailings 1 

emails 8 

Special Meetings 4 

Videos on YouTube about MPO processes 2 

Total responses 15 



their organizations.  Paper copies and/or translated copies of the survey were available upon 

request.  The 67 responses are summarized on the following pages.    

Are you familiar with the Erie Metropolitan Planning Organization (Erie MPO)? 

 

Comments: This is the first time I have heard of it [.]  

I am very aware of the MPO and that they are a regional planning organization. I don't fully 

understand when the MPO approval augments or substitutes for a public approval process for a 

jurisdiction. I don't fully understand how reallocations of funding are made [;]As in the large 

reallocations associated with the Central Bayfront Project.  

 

How would you like to find information about the Erie MPO? 

 
Comments: Community centers, community schools 

An independent website - not buried in the County’s [website] 

Direct outreach to Environmental Justice Population organizations 

44.62%

40.00%

15.38%

Responses

0.00%

5.00%

10.00%

15.00%

20.00%

25.00%

30.00%

35.00%

40.00%

45.00%

50.00%
Yes; I understand
transportation planning and
programming policies in Erie
County

Yes; I know the Erie MPO is a
transportation planning
organization, but not much
else.

No; I do not understand the
role of the Erie MPO in Erie
County.

14.93%

62.69%

32.84%

44.78%

5.97%
2.99%

5.97%

19.40% 19.40%

Responses

0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

60.00%

70.00%

Physical Mailings
Emails
Facebook posts
MPO webpage
Newspaper Legal Advertisements
Radio Advertisments
TV Advertisements
Flyers in public places such as busses and libraries
YouTube Videos



Newspaper, but not legal ads 

How would you like to communicate with the Erie MPO? 

 
Comments: Proper public notification. Not last minute. Not when people [are] unavailable. Let’s 

build this city together.  

 

What are your barriers to public participation in the MPO?   

 
Comments: My guess is most of the people on the committee have a car and gas money and 

zero issues with transportation. Get some people on the committee who actually struggle with 

transportation --- EMTA has illegally bared me from posting comments on their Facebook page. 

As of yet, I have not been motivated to take legal action but that could change --- This is the first 

I’ve heard of it so I don’t know --- Too much going on. There are not enough hours in the day ---

online public surveys are the most convenient way to participate --- lack of awareness that y'all 

exist --- Distance to meetings --- none --- lack of free time to participate 
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None of the above
Lack of translated documents
Lack of technology to complete online surveys and attend virtual meetings
The time and day of MPO committee meetings (10:00am on Wednesday)
Lack of provided childcare, food, or other necessities
Technical language and acronyms
Lack of transportation to in-person meetings
Unsure how to participate
Lack of interest in transportation planning



What information needs to be more transparent? 

 
Comments: All of it --- What is going on behind the scenes. A weekly to monthly update telling 

the community to keep us informed and up to date --- Answering questions and such --- I didn’t 

know that any of this information with available --- Details of proposed projects, project 

schedules, impacts such as road closures, etc. --- None --- I think the MPO is very transparent and 

information on all of the above is readily available --- How are direct air pollution impacts 

(microscale impact) assessed. Do all projects have their own public involvement through their 

jurisdictions?  

Is there a group or person who would like to receive regular MPO communications? 

PENNFUTURE Common Agenda Group --- plupo@neighborhoodarthouse.org ---

erieearthdaypa@gmail.com --- reneewagner@greenfieldtownship.info, Frank Strumila, the City 

of Erie's Media Strategist --- already receive communications --- NAACP, 

vrexforduecdc@gmail.com Urban Erie CDC --- None I can think of --- vrexford@uecdc.org --- 

Deb Spilko PO Box 783 Erie PA 16512--- No --- Emily [d]oes a great job of communicating to the 

group and she should be the point on this outreach effort 

 

Is there anything else you would like to share with the Erie MPO to enhance public 
participation? 

I love this city --- Like all city of Erie committees, you need better representation at the table of 

the diverse populations living working and serving in Erie not just white men --- Do any of you 

people actually use public transportation? One of the huge problems with EMTA is that they 

seem to have no idea how their own bus system works on the customer side --- more holistic 
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MPO meeting dates, times, and locations
MPO voting membership
Roles and responsibilities of the Erie MPO
Type and amount of funds programed through the Erie MPO
Project prioritization and selection process
Opportunities for public participation
What happens to public comments once they are given
What projects are completed and how much they cost
Air quality conformity evaluation process
Non-discrimination policies and procedures
Performance targets
Other (please specify)

mailto:plupo@neighborhoodarthouse.org
mailto:erieearthdaypa@gmail.com
mailto:reneewagner@greenfieldtownship.info
mailto:vrexford@uecdc.org


approach to transportation on the region, including biking and walking --- Nothing at this time --- 

As Mayor of Erie, please let me know any way I can be of assistance and help move our region's 

transportation planning and programming forward. Thanks! --- No --- I would [like] a summary to 

be shared of how this survey was distributed including methods of communication (paper, 

email, Facebook, etc) and the number of responses received. If the survey is about public 

participation, it is important to know how many people and the effectiveness of the outreach 

was for the completion of the survey --- Needs to be more user friendly --- No --- Needs to be 

more focused on working with the public to address public needs rather than rubber stamping 

non inclusive program decisions --- NO --- Thank you --- Nothing I can think of --- Buses seem to 

be largely empty. Have y'all thought or rethinking public transportation?  

 

Takeaways from the Public 

Survey 

Action 

There is some public familiarity 

with the MPO amongst survey 

takers 

Information about the MPO needs to be widely circulated.  

The MPO will use press releases, flyers, newspaper adds, 

mailings, emails, website, Facebook and YouTube to 

circulate information.   

While most respondents prefer 

to receive communication via 

email, other avenues are still 

important 

The MPO will continue to communicate through email, 

mailings, Facebook posts, webpage, legal advertisements, 

media releases, flyers and YouTube videos.  

Communications with community centers and schools will 

also start.   

While most respondents prefer 

to communicate with the MPO 

via email, other avenues are still 

important 

The MPO will continue to receive communication through 

email, online surveys, in-person and virtual meetings.  Paper 

surveys will be available upon request.  Phone 

conversations and Facebook posts will also be considered, 

but are not considered official comments during a public 

comment period.   

The main barriers to 

participation are the time and 

day of MPO committee 

meetings and confusion over 

how to participate 

It is the hope of the MPO that this plan will guide the public 

how to participate in the County’s Transportation Planning 

Process.  Staff will make sure that meetings for public 

comment periods do not take place at the same time as 

MPO committee meetings.  Committee meetings will 

continue to be posted on YouTube.   Staff will advertise that 

written comments submitted before the meeting can be 

read as part of the public comment.   A glossary of 

Acronyms was added to this plan. 

Most MPO information needs to 

be transparent  

Staff will create a “frequently asked question” document to 

place on the webpage with all of the question responses.   

There are people and 

organizations that would like 

MPO notifications, but do not 

receive them  

Contact information provided in the survey will be added 

to the MPO email list.   

More transparency is needed 

on the composition of the MPO 

An interactive map of voting members will be added to the 

MPO webpage.  Of the current voting members, six identify 



as female and one identifies as black.  All others choose not 

to specify or identified as white only males.   

There is City / County confusion The MPO will consider using the name Erie County MPO 

instead of Erie MPO 

MPO’s role as public approval 

agency vs a local approval 

agency is confusing 

The MPO will emphasize that MPO board allows local 

representatives to influence Federal funding, not necessarily 

public approval.   

Why and when public 

comments are not acted on is 

not clear 

The MPO will be more forthcoming that the MPO cannot 

always act on public input due to conflicting public desires, 

project type (projects on functional class “local roads” 

rarely qualify), performance targets, available funding, and 

desires of the facility owner.    

 

 

2. Comment Period Advertisement 

MPO staff advertised the official 45-day Public Participation Plan Public Comment Period and 

Public Meetings through multiple sources listed in the chart on page 11 of the main text.  

These included a legal advertisement in the Erie Times News, mailed and emailed letters to 

Tribes and Nations and mailed and emailed letters to Erie County organizations working with 

underserved populations.  A media advisory was released.  Notices of the public comment 

period were posted in the Erie County Department of Planning Office, the Erie Metropolitan 

Transit Authority Office and the Blasco Memorial Public Library.  In addition, the public 

comment period was advertised at MPO meetings and on the Erie County Department of 

Planning and Community Development’s Facebook page and website.   

Emails were sent to MPO voting members and stakeholders on the MPO mailing list, all 

municipalities, Erie County Planning Commission, Erie City Council, Erie County Department of 

Planning and Community Development, Erie County Council, City of Erie’s New American 

Council, City of Erie Neighborhood Growth Partnership, Council of Governments.   

During the public comment period, physical copies of the draft Public Participation Plan were 

available for review at the Erie County Department of Planning and Community 

Development office, the Erie County Blasco Memorial Library, and the Erie Metropolitan 

Transit Authority office.  Hard copies were also mailed to Tribes and Nations that requested 

written communication.  In addition, the draft plan was made available in alternative formats 

and languages upon request.  

3. Sample Forms  
 

 Newspaper Legal Advertisement  

 Sample letter to Tribe or Nation 

 Sample letter to Underserved Community Organizations 

 List of Underserved Community Organizations  

 Erie County Media Release 

 

 



Newspaper Advertisement; Published in the Erie Times News October 13th 2022 

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

The Erie County Metropolitan Planning Organization (Erie MPO) announces the public 

comment period for its Draft Public Participation Plan.  The draft describes methods and 

strategies for public engagement throughout the transportation planning process.  

 

The comment period is open October 17 until 4:00 pm on December 2.  The Draft Public 

Participation Plan will be posted on the Erie MPO Webpage eriecountypa.gov/erie-mpo-

title-iv-policy/.  Hard copies can be read at the Erie County Planning and Community 

Development, Erie Metropolitan Transit Authority and the County’s Blasco Public Library.   

 

Written comments can be sent through mail, email or fax.  Emails concerning the plan 

can be sent to pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov.  Faxed comments can be sent to 1 (814) 451-

7333.  Mail should be addressed to: 

 

Erie County Department of Planning and Community Development 

150 East Front Street, Suite 300 

Erie, PA 16507 

 

A public meeting will be held virtually Wednesday, November 16 from Noon - 1:00 pm at 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88490941000 or by calling +1 (301) 715-8592 and entering 

meeting ID 884-9094-1000.  A second public meeting will be held in-person on 

Wednesday, November 16 from 5:30 – 6:30 pm at the Blasco Library’s Admiral Room at 

160 E Front St, Erie, PA 16507.  The meeting location is ADA accessible.  Should you need 

translation services or a printed copy of the draft plan mailed to you, please write to the 

address above or call (814) 451-6336.   

The Erie MPO is committed to compliance with the nondiscrimination requirements of 

applicable civil rights statutes, executive orders, regulations, and policies. With advance 

notification, accommodations may be provided for those with special needs related to 

language, sight, or hearing.  If you have a request for a special need, wish to file a 

complaint, or desire additional information, please contact Emily Aloiz, 814-451-7325. If 

you speak another language, language assistance is available to you free of charge. 

Call 814-451-6237 (TTY: 711) or ealoiz@eriecountypa.gov. 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

http://lebcounty.org/depts/Planning/Pages/MPO.aspx
https://eriecountypa.gov/erie-mpo-title-iv-policy/
https://eriecountypa.gov/erie-mpo-title-iv-policy/
mailto:pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88490941000
tel:814-451-6336


Sample Letter to Tribe/Nation 

October 14th 2022 

Delaware Nation, Oklahoma 

Deborah Dotson, Tribal President 

P.O. Box 825 

31064 State Highway 281, Bldg 100 

Anadarko OK 73005  

 

Re:   Public Comment Period – October 17th to December 2nd, 2022 

Metropolitan Planning Organization’s Public Participation Plan  

 

Dear President Dotson: 

Greetings.  With respect to the special status of Federally Recognized Tribes, the purpose of this 

letter is to provide notice of the Erie Metropolitan Planning Organization’s Public Comment Period 

for the draft Public Participation Plan (PPP) for Erie County, Pennsylvania. 

 

The draft plan describes methods and strategies for public outreach for transportation planning 

in Erie County, PA.  With this letter, we would like to formally extend the Delaware Nation an 

invitation to participate from October 17th – December 2nd 2022.  There will be a virtual public 

meeting on November 16th from noon-1:00pm Eastern Standard Time.  You can join the meeting 

using this link   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88490941000  or by calling +1 (301) 715-8592 and 

entering meeting ID 884-9094-1000. 

 

The draft plan is posted on the Erie County webpage.  Comments can be submitted in writing by 

email to pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov or by mail to    

          

Erie Metropolitan Planning Organization 

150 E. Front St., Suite 300, 

Erie, PA 16507 

 

Your feedback will help us better communicate.  Project-specific outreach during Section 106 will 

occur whether or not you choose to participate in the Public Comment Period, following the 

process through which PennDOT normally contacts Tribes and Nations.    

 

Should you or anyone in the Delaware Nation have questions regarding the Public Participation 

Plan, please contact me the address above or by calling (814) 451-6336. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Emily Aloiz 

Erie County Transportation Planner  

 

CC: Katelyn Lucas, Historic Preservation Assistant  

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88490941000
https://eriecountypa.gov/erie-mpo-title-iv-policy/
mailto:pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov
tel:814-451-6336


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
         Tim May                                      Mark Welka 
          Chairman                        Vice-Chairman 
 

E R I E   A R E A   T R A N S P O R T A T I O N   S T U D Y    M E T R O P O L I T A N   P L A N N I N G   O R G A N I Z A T I O N

 
October 12th, 2022 

 

To: Erie County Public   

From: County of Erie, Transportation Planner 

Re: Draft Public Participation Plan Comment Period 

 

 
Greetings.  The purpose of this letter is to provide notice of the Erie Metropolitan Planning 

Organization’s Public Comment Period for the Draft Public Participation Plan (PPP).  The Draft PPP 

describes techniques the Erie MPO uses to inform and engage the public throughout the 

transportation planning processes.  With this letter, we would like to formally extend an invitation 

to participate from October 17th until December 2nd 2022.    

There will be a virtual public meeting to discuss the draft plan on November 16th from Noon to 

1:00pm Eastern Standard Time and an in-person meeting later the same day at the Blasco 

Memorial Public Library’s Admiral Room from 5:30 until 6:30 p.m. The meeting is at an ADA 

accessible location.  To view the Draft Public Participation Plan, visit the MPO webpage 

eriecountypa.gov/erie-mpo-title-iv-policy/.  

 

The views and feedback we receive will help us to better understand how this plan will impact 

your community now and in the future.  Comments can be submitted in writing by email to 

pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov, by fax to 1 (814)-451-7333, or by mail to: 

 

Erie County Department of Planning and Community Development 

150 East Front Street, Suite 300 

Erie, PA 16507 

 

Should you need translation services or a printed copy of the draft plan mailed to you, please 

write to the address above or call (814) 451-6336.     

 

Enclosed please find a copy of the Public Notice.   Please post this Public Notice in a conspicuous 

location to make it available for public viewing.  

 
 

Thank you, 

 
Emily Aloiz 

Erie MPO Secretary  

 

 

 

 

https://eriecountypa.gov/erie-mpo-title-iv-policy/
mailto:pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov
tel:814-451-6336


 

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

 

 
The Erie County Metropolitan Planning Organization (Erie MPO) announces the public 

comment period for its Draft Public Participation Plan.  The draft describes methods and 

strategies for public engagement throughout the transportation planning process.  

 

The comment period is open October 17 until 4:00 pm on December 2.  The Draft Public 

Participation Plan is posted on the Erie MPO Webpage eriecountypa.gov/erie-mpo-title-

iv-policy/.  Hard copies can be read at the Erie County Planning and Community 

Development, Erie Metropolitan Transit Authority and the County’s Blasco Public Library.   

 

Written comments can be sent through mail, email or fax.  Emails concerning the plan 

can be sent to pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov.  Faxed comments can be sent to 1 (814) 451-

7333.  Mail should be addressed to: 

 

Erie County Department of Planning and Community Development 

150 East Front Street, Suite 300 

Erie, PA 16507 

 

A public meeting will be held virtually Wednesday, November 16 from Noon - 1:00 pm at 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88490941000 or by calling +1 (301) 715-8592 and entering 

meeting ID 884-9094-1000.  A second public meeting will be held in-person on 

Wednesday, November 16 from 5:30 – 6:30 pm at the Blasco Library’s Admiral Room at 

160 E Front St, Erie, PA 16507.  The meeting location is ADA accessible.  Should you need 

translation services or a printed copy of the draft plan mailed to you, please write to the 

address above or call (814) 451-6336.   

 

 

 

The Erie MPO is committed to compliance with the nondiscrimination requirements of applicable civil rights 

statutes, executive orders, regulations, and policies. With advance notification, accommodations may be 

provided for those with special needs related to language, sight, or hearing.  If you have a request for a 

special need, wish to file a complaint, or desire additional information, please contact Emily Aloiz, 814-451-

7325. If you speak another language, language assistance is available to you free of charge. Call 814-451-

6237 (TTY: 711) or ealoiz@eriecountypa.gov. 

http://lebcounty.org/depts/Planning/Pages/MPO.aspx
https://eriecountypa.gov/erie-mpo-title-iv-policy/
https://eriecountypa.gov/erie-mpo-title-iv-policy/
mailto:pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88490941000
tel:814-451-6336
mailto:ealoiz@eriecountypa.gov


List of Underserved Community Organizations that received notification by mail 

and/or email of the public comment period.  

 

Resource Agencies 

Office of Vocational 

Rehabilitation 

Unemployment 

Compensation 

Center  

Erie County Housing 

Authority  

EMTA LIFT Paratransit 

Service 

City of Erie New 

American Council 

Erie County 

Community 

Development Block 

Grant Program 

Erie City Community 

Development Block 

Grant Program 

Diverse Erie 

Housing Authority of 

the City of Erie  

Erie County 

Assistance Office  

City of Erie Roundtable 

for People with 

Disabilities 

The Erie Community 

Foundation 

Erie Downtown 

Partnership 

 

City of Erie 

Neighborhood 

Growth Partnership 

International 

Institute/USCRI 

Erie County 

Department of 

Health 

 

Community Service Organizations 

Community 

Resources for 

Independence  

Voices for 

Independence 

Benedictine Sisters of 

Erie 

Greater Erie Community 

Action Committee  

Martin Luther King 

Center  
HANDS Inc. Second Harvest Food 

Bank 

Community Shelter 

Services  

 John F. Kennedy 

Center, Inc.  

Erie City Mission /New 

Life Center 

Urban Erie Community 

Development 

Corporation  

Multicultural Community 

Resource Center 

United Way of Erie 

County  

Barber National 

Institute  

Booker T. Washington 

Center  

St. Martin Center, Inc. 

Bayfront East Side 

Taskforce  
Our West Bayfront Erie Family Center Sisters of St. Joseph  

Neighborhood Network 

 
Catholic Charities of 

the Diocese of Erie 

Inner-City 

Neighborhood Art 

House 

 

Greater Erie Economic 

Development 

Corporation 

 

Greater Erie Area 

Habitat for Humanity 

 
Mercy Center for 

Woman 

 

Academy 

Neighborhood 

Association 

 

SNOOPS Neighborhood 

Watch 

 

ServeErie 

 
Bhutanese 

Community 

Association Of Erie 

  

NW PA Pride Alliance, 

Inc. 
Meals on Wheels Erie L'Arche Erie Inc 

Union City Pride Impact Corry East Side Renaissance Erie’s Inclusive Growth 

Greater Erie Area 

Habitat for Humanity 
Erie's Black Wall Street Erie NAACP Erie Hill District 

Collaborative 

Corry Area Food 

Pantry 
Upper Room of Erie 

Minority Community 

Investment Coalition 

(MCIC) 

Career and Dreams Inc. 



Media Release 

     Contact: Emily Aloiz 

ealoiz@eriecountypa.gov 

814-451-7325 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

October 14, 2022 

 

Public Comment Period for the Erie MPO’s Draft Public Participation Plan 
 

ERIE, PA – The Erie County Metropolitan Planning Organization (Erie MPO) announces the public 

comment period for the Draft Public Participation Plan for transportation planning.  The draft 

plan describes methods and strategies for public outreach as well as the state and Federal 

regulations regarding public participation.   

 

The public comment period begins October 17 and will stay open until 4:00 pm on December 2, 

2022.  The draft Public Participation Plan will be posted on the Erie MPO Webpage.  Hard copies 

can be read at the Erie Metropolitan Transit Authority’s Office and the County’s Blasco Memorial 

Public Library.   

 

Written comments can be sent through mail or email.  Emails can be sent to 

pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov.   Mail should be addressed to: 

 

Erie County Department of Planning and Community Development 

150 East Front Street, Suite 300 

Erie, PA 16507 

 

In addition, a public meeting about the plan will be held virtually Wednesday, November 16, 

2022 from Noon - 1:00 pm. at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88490941000 or +1 (301) 715-8592, 

meeting ID 884 9094 1000.  A second public meeting will be held in-person on Wednesday, 

November 16 2022 from 5:30 – 6:30 pm at the Blasco Library’s Admiral Room at 160 E Front St, 

Erie, PA 16507.  The meeting location is ADA accessible.  Mailed or translated versions of the 

draft plan are available upon request using the contact information above.   The Erie MPO will 

vote on the adoption of the plan on December 14 at the regular 10:00 am Coordinating 

Committee meeting.    

The Erie MPO is committed to compliance with the nondiscrimination requirements of applicable 

civil rights statutes, executive orders, regulations, and policies. With advance notification, 

accommodations may be provided for those with special needs related to language, sight, or 

hearing.  If you have a request for a special need, wish to file a complaint, or desire additional 

information, please contact Emily Aloiz, 814-451-7325. If you speak another language, language 

assistance is available to you free of charge. Call 814-451-6237 (TTY: 711) or 

ealoiz@eriecountypa.gov 

 

 

http://lebcounty.org/depts/Planning/Pages/MPO.aspx
https://eriecountypa.gov/erie-mpo-title-iv-policy/
mailto:pcdinfo@eriecountypa.gov
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88490941000
mailto:ealoiz@eriecountypa.gov


4. Written Comments and Responses during Public Comment 

Period  

Section Comment Response 
Survey  Under the question, “what are your barriers to 

public participation in the MPO? 
 Time of day for scheduled MPO meetings 
 Lack of provided childcare, food, or other 

necessities 
 I think there should be some mention of 

transportation specifically as a barrier 
considering this is an MPO survey. This 
could be integrated into the phrase 
about lack of resources or as its own 
option. 

Those responses were added.   

Survey [Under the question,] What types of information 
need to be more transparent? 

 The diversity, equity, inclusion, and 
justice (DEIJ) goals and commitments of 
the MPO. 

Those responses were added.   

Survey [Under the question,] What types of information 
need to be more transparent? 
Goals and commitments surrounding greenhouse 
gas emission reductions by the MPO. 
 

A similar response was added. 
(The Erie MPO does not have regional 
greenhouse gas emission reduction 
targets.) 

Survey [Under the question, Is there a group or person 
who would like to receive regular MPO 
communications] 
Erie Black Wall Street Facebook page; NAACP 
MCIC; Common Dreams (sic) (Tywonn Taylor); 
Nextdoor  
[The MPO should] meet with Our Air Our Water 
Our Rights; PENNFUTURE; SSJN Network; 
Neighborhood Art House ; Erie County United; 
Other groups  
 

The MPO contact list has been 
updated to make sure it includes 
those organizations.  MPO staff will 
look into accessing the social media 
platform Nextdoor with the help of 
the City of Erie staff and community 
groups.  Meeting with organizations 
is a great idea that is undertaken 
during the Long Range 
Transportation Plan development.   

Survey [Under the question, Is there anything else you 
would like to share with the Erie MPO to enhance 
public participation?] 
No Projects should have their Public Involvement 
and Comment Process nested into the MPO as 
the sole public Involvement and Comment.  
There needs to be project specific public 
involvement early on [w]hen [o]bjectives are 
identified when alternatives are identified[.]  
 

As part of PennDOT connects, 
Municipalities are contacted early on 
for local input for each project.   
Some MPO projects do have 
additional general public involvement 
that PennDOT manages online.  
Those projects follow National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).   

 

https://www.penndot.pa.gov/RegionalOffices/district-1/PublicMeetings/ErieCounty/Pages/default.aspx


Section Comment Response 

Survey [Under the question, Is there 
anything else you would like to 
share with the Erie MPO to 
enhance public participation?] 
Maybe MPO should have a 
citizens Advisory Committee or 
dovetail with the Environmental 
Advisory Council when it is set 
up  

This is a good idea that the MPO will consider 

Survey  [Under the question, Is there 
anything else you would like to 
share with the Erie MPO to 
enhance public participation?] 
The significant reallocation of 
Monies identified in TIP projects 
to the Central Bayfront Parkway 
Project should have been 
subject to public involvement 
and comment.  [S]ending the 
agenda item out to the select 
list doesn't cut it[.]  

The special meeting on August 16th to discuss the 
Bayfront funding was open to the public, but getting 
the word out in such a limited time was challenging.  
The meeting was advertised according to the special 
meeting advertisement protocol listed in the plan.  If 
there are suggestions to make it better, please let the 
MPO know.    

Glossary  Add CMAQ to the list, even 
though Erie County does not 
qualify for the funding.   

CMAQ (Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality 
Improvement Program) has been added to the 
glossary 

Appendix 
A 

Community Resources for 
Independence is a good 
organization for outreach.  They 
were helpful for the State’s 
Public Participation Plan 
Outreach.  
 

The local Community Resources for Independence will 
be add to the distribution list for mailings  
3410 West 12 Street, Erie, PA 16505 

General Where is the information on 
road closings?   

To receive notifications on detours, construction and 

alerts, visit https://www.511pa.com/ You can also 
subscribe to traffic alter notifications at 

www.penndot.pa.gov/District1 and follow 

PennDOT's northwest region on Twitter or 

Facebook.  

 

Plans 
with 
Public 
Comment 
Periods 

Can I make a comment on 
Facebook?  

No all written comments are considered official 
comments.  Social media comments often do not 
make it to staff or have no way of responding.  The 
text of the plan will clarify that  Facebook posts, 
comments written in a chat box during a virtual 
meeting, YouTube comments, and newspaper 
editorials are not considered official public comment.   

https://www.511pa.com/
http://www.penndot.pa.gov/District1
http://www.twitter.com/511PAErie
https://www.facebook.com/groups/northwestregionpenndo


Section Comment Response 
Plans 
with 
Public 
Comment 
Periods 

The MPO should present at a 
City Council study session.   

MPO delegates, such of the City of Erie’s 6 voting 
members, should be sharing information with their 
constituencies.  Staff will remind them to do this and 
that the MPO staff can assist if needed.   

TIP Why isn’t the public involved in 
scoping field views for TIP 
projects?  

Scoping field views are an opportunity for municipal 
staff and officials to collaborate with PennDOT.  They 
are not open to the general public due hazardous 
conditions present at project sites.  If general public 
outreach is needed following NEPA, the projects are 
posted on PennDOT’s website: 
https://www.penndot.pa.gov/RegionalOffices/district-
1/PublicMeetings/ErieCounty/Pages/default.aspx This 
will be clarified in the text.   

Meeting 
Locations 

Summit Township’s Municipal 
Building is not accessible by 
transit.   

Staff recognizes this as a deficiency for committee 
meetings.   Summit Township is the only location with 
a hybrid set up allows for both in-person and virtual 
participation, but as technology becomes more 
available the MPO will reconsider meeting locations.  
All meetings specifically for the public, such as the 
public meeting for the public participation plan, are 
held at transit accessible locations.   

LRTP Micro-scale environmental 
impacts of transportation 
projects are ignored.  The MPO 
should reach out to universities 
to assist with measuring this.   

Staff knowledge is limited, but will make inquiries if 
there are universities studying this topic who would 
be willing to assist the MPO.    

TIP No TIP projects should have 
their Public Involvement and 
Comment Process only with the 
MPO’s TIP comment period.   

All TIP projects go through further review with 
municipal staff and officials.  It is up to them to 
identify project needs such as storm water concerns.  
Some projects have additional general public 
comment.  PennDOT D 1-0’s environmental unit 
following NEPA makes those decisions.   

Sunshine 
Act 

This link is broken (P.L. 390, No. 
212) 

Thank you.  This will be corrected in the text and 
Appendix B.   

Section Comment Response 

Transit I have enjoyed taking the bus as my main transportation 
for one year. 
I have been impressed by the quality of drivers and 
vehicles and recommend highly. 
My negatives are; 
1) Schedules are difficult to get. I got then for a dinner a 
pice (sic) at the library and hand then out to many 
grateful patrons 
2) The new operator at dispatch couldn't answer a simple 
question on 2 different occasion 

Our local transit service—EMTA—
is currently going through a 
strategic plan to better 
understand how to serve the 
area.  I will forward your 
comment to them.  I hope that 
they can distribute more 
schedules, communicate with 
operators better, mark stops 
better and provide more shelters.   

https://www.penndot.pa.gov/RegionalOffices/district-1/PublicMeetings/ErieCounty/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.penndot.pa.gov/RegionalOffices/district-1/PublicMeetings/ErieCounty/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.openrecords.pa.gov/Documents/RTKL/PA_Right-To-Know_Law.pdf?pdft=20220418
https://www.openrecords.pa.gov/Documents/RTKL/PA_Right-To-Know_Law.pdf?pdft=20220418


3) Please do something about the bus stops on and near 
State Street. They and the surrounding sidewalks are 
filthy, and at times filled with pan handlers. 
I am partially disabled and have to walk several blocks to 
and from my dentist on State because stops aren't 
marked properly and/or there is nowhere to wait. 

 

Transit Our son attends PSU Behrend as a college student. He 
would like to have access to bus transport from this 
campus to Tinseltown USA in Erie because he helps with 
the PSU Behrend international students in Erie.  
These campus bound students want to enjoy American 
and international films in Erie and there is currently not 
any local bus routes to help them do this. My son cannot 
transport all of them in his compact size car.  
What are the options in Erie? In Wisconsin, my home 
state, we could contact Badger Bus for these types of 
requests. I now reside in Virginia and here, I can work 
with our Parks and Recreation Department to arrange 
small shuttle buses for transporting Scouts and our 4- H 
Club youth to different local places whenever needed for 
special events such as summer camps.  
Any suggestions that you have to make this economical 
and feasible for these foreign students would be great. I 
have already contacted Tinseltown USA in Erie, PSU, and 
your local transportation department. 
I was a foreign student overseas during my college years 
and I was able to walk or to take local transportation to 
various cultural events in other countries. 
Watching the latest American film while overseas was a 
good way to stay in touch with my home country and 
share my culture with others. Overseas, we regularly 
took groups of students to have a night out at the movies 
and grab dinner afterwards to discuss the movie with our 
country hosts.  When I attended University of Wisconsin, 
I was able to walk or to take local transportation to many 
places. We held international film festivals and this was 
tremendously helpful with my world language studies 
and my career with the U.S. Department of State's 
Foreign Service. Providing local transportation to these 
campus bound students can alleviate their homesickness 
and add an extra source of ticket revenue for your local 
businesses. A Saturday afternoon shuttle from this 
campus, so non local college students could catch a 
movie and a bite to eat would do wonders for them and 
provide revenue stream for your local business 
community. 
 

Our local transit service—EMTA—
is currently going through a 
strategic plan to better 
understand how to serve the 
area.  I will forward your 
comment to them.  From my 
experience with events and 
conferences, EMTA has been very 
accommodating to schedule 
special busses.  Hopefully they 
can work with PennState to 
organize a trip.  Your experience 
is a great testament for the need 
to access cinema in college.  I 
hope PennState is able to show 
films on campus as well.   
 

 

 



Appendix B: Online Resources 

 

Type of 

Document 

Title of Document Online Link 

Erie MPO 

information 

Erie MPO Webpage https://eriecountypa.gov/departments/planning-and-community-
development/programs/metropolitan-planning-organization/  

 Erie County Department of Planning and 

Community Development’s Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/ErieCountyPlanning/   

 Erie County, Pennsylvania YouTube channel https://www.youtube.com/c/eriecountypa/videos  

 Project specific public comment opportunities  https://www.penndot.pa.gov/RegionalOffices/district-
1/PublicMeetings/ErieCounty/Pages/default.aspx   

Erie MPO 

Documents 

Erie MPO Bylaws https://eriecountypa.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2022/08/ErieMPO_BYLAWS_Adopted_March_9_
2022.pdf  

 Title VI Policy Statement https://eriecountypa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Erie-
MPO-Title-VI-Policy-Statement.pdf  

 Title VI Nondiscrimination Implementation Plan  https://eriecountypa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/TITLE-VI-
PLAN-6.24.2020.pdf  

 Title VI Discrimination Complaint Form  https://eriecountypa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Erie-
MPO-Title-VI-Complaint-Form.pdf  

 Limited English Proficiency Plan  https://eriecountypa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/LIMITED-
ENGLISH-PROFICIENCY-PLAN-6.24.2020.pdf  

 Environmental Justice Core Elements 

Documentation 

https://eriecountypa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/EJ-2023-
2026-Erie-MPO-TIP.pdf  

 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) https://eriecountypa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Erie-
MPO-2050-LRTP-1.pdf    

 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) https://eriecountypa.gov/departments/planning-and-community-
development/programs/metropolitan-planning-
organization/transportation-improvement-program/  

 Erie MPO voting member map  https://eriecopa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html
?id=0b79554f903d4bd78482fb623ae61d0e  

https://eriecountypa.gov/departments/planning-and-community-development/programs/metropolitan-planning-organization/
https://eriecountypa.gov/departments/planning-and-community-development/programs/metropolitan-planning-organization/
https://www.facebook.com/ErieCountyPlanning/
https://www.youtube.com/c/eriecountypa/videos
https://www.penndot.pa.gov/RegionalOffices/district-1/PublicMeetings/ErieCounty/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.penndot.pa.gov/RegionalOffices/district-1/PublicMeetings/ErieCounty/Pages/default.aspx
https://eriecountypa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/ErieMPO_BYLAWS_Adopted_March_9_2022.pdf
https://eriecountypa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/ErieMPO_BYLAWS_Adopted_March_9_2022.pdf
https://eriecountypa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/ErieMPO_BYLAWS_Adopted_March_9_2022.pdf
https://eriecountypa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Erie-MPO-Title-VI-Policy-Statement.pdf
https://eriecountypa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Erie-MPO-Title-VI-Policy-Statement.pdf
https://eriecountypa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/TITLE-VI-PLAN-6.24.2020.pdf
https://eriecountypa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/TITLE-VI-PLAN-6.24.2020.pdf
https://eriecountypa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Erie-MPO-Title-VI-Complaint-Form.pdf
https://eriecountypa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Erie-MPO-Title-VI-Complaint-Form.pdf
https://eriecountypa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/LIMITED-ENGLISH-PROFICIENCY-PLAN-6.24.2020.pdf
https://eriecountypa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/LIMITED-ENGLISH-PROFICIENCY-PLAN-6.24.2020.pdf
https://eriecountypa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/EJ-2023-2026-Erie-MPO-TIP.pdf
https://eriecountypa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/EJ-2023-2026-Erie-MPO-TIP.pdf
https://eriecountypa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Erie-MPO-2050-LRTP-1.pdf
https://eriecountypa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Erie-MPO-2050-LRTP-1.pdf
https://eriecountypa.gov/departments/planning-and-community-development/programs/metropolitan-planning-organization/transportation-improvement-program/
https://eriecountypa.gov/departments/planning-and-community-development/programs/metropolitan-planning-organization/transportation-improvement-program/
https://eriecountypa.gov/departments/planning-and-community-development/programs/metropolitan-planning-organization/transportation-improvement-program/
https://eriecopa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=0b79554f903d4bd78482fb623ae61d0e
https://eriecopa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=0b79554f903d4bd78482fb623ae61d0e


Erie County 

Resources 

Erie County Right-to-Know Request webpage https://eriecountypa.gov/open-government/right-to-know-
request/  

 Erie County Language Access Plan https://eriecountypa.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2021/06/Language-Access-Plan-2021.pdf 

Federal 

Guidance and 

Regulations 

Title 23, Section 450 Code of Federal 

Regulations (CFR) for Metropolitan Planning 

Organizations 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/23/450  

 Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 https://www.justice.gov/crt/fcs/TitleVI  

 Executive Order 12898 on Environmental 

Justice Federal Actions to Address 

Environmental Justice in Minority Populations 

and Low-Income Populations, 1994 

https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/executive-order-
12898-federal-actions-address-environmental-justice-minority-
populations   

 Executive Order 13985, Advancing Racial 

Equity and Support for Underserved 

Communities Throughout the Federal 

Government 

https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/executive-order-
13985-advancing-racial-equity-and-support-for-underserved-
communities  

 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990  https://www.ada.gov/  

 29 U.S.C. § 794 - Nondiscrimination under 

Federal grants and programs 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/29/794  

 40 CFR Subpart A Environmental Protection 

Agency’s transportation conformity regulations  

https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/40/part-93/subpart-A  

 Executive Order 13166, Improving Access to 

Services for Persons with Limited English 

Proficiency 

https://www.justice.gov/crt/executive-order-13166  

 Section 106 of the National Historic 

Preservation Act 
https://www.gsa.gov/real-estate/historic-preservation/historic-
preservation-policy-tools/legislation-policy-and-reports/section-
106-national-historic-preservation-act-of-1966   

Pennsylvania 

Guidance and 

Regulations 

Sunshine Act 65 Pa. C.S. § 701 et seq. https://www.openrecords.pa.gov/SunshineAct.cfm  

Pennsylvania Right-To-Know-Law P.L. 390, No. 

212 

https://www.openrecords.pa.gov/Documents/RTKL/PA_Right-To-
Know_Law.pdf?pdft=20220418  

 Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code, 

1968, P.L.805, No247 

https://dced.pa.gov/download/pennsylvania-municipalities-
planning-code-act-247-of-1968/   

 

https://eriecountypa.gov/open-government/right-to-know-request/
https://eriecountypa.gov/open-government/right-to-know-request/
https://eriecountypa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Language-Access-Plan-2021.pdf
https://eriecountypa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Language-Access-Plan-2021.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/23/450
https://www.hhs.gov/civil-rights/for-individuals/special-topics/needy-families/civil-rights-requirements/index.html#:~:text=Rights%20Requirements%2D%20A.-,Title%20VI%20of%20the%20Civil%20Rights%20Act%20of%201964%2C%2042,or%20other%20Federal%20financial%20assistance.
https://www.justice.gov/crt/fcs/TitleVI
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/executive-order-12898-federal-actions-address-environmental-justice-minority-populations
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/executive-order-12898-federal-actions-address-environmental-justice-minority-populations
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/executive-order-12898-federal-actions-address-environmental-justice-minority-populations
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/executive-order-13985-advancing-racial-equity-and-support-for-underserved-communities
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/executive-order-13985-advancing-racial-equity-and-support-for-underserved-communities
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/executive-order-13985-advancing-racial-equity-and-support-for-underserved-communities
https://www.ada.gov/
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/29/794
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/40/part-93/subpart-A
https://www.justice.gov/crt/executive-order-13166
https://www.gsa.gov/real-estate/historic-preservation/historic-preservation-policy-tools/legislation-policy-and-reports/section-106-national-historic-preservation-act-of-1966
https://www.gsa.gov/real-estate/historic-preservation/historic-preservation-policy-tools/legislation-policy-and-reports/section-106-national-historic-preservation-act-of-1966
https://www.gsa.gov/real-estate/historic-preservation/historic-preservation-policy-tools/legislation-policy-and-reports/section-106-national-historic-preservation-act-of-1966
https://www.openrecords.pa.gov/SunshineAct.cfm
https://pafoic.org/right-to-know-law/
https://pafoic.org/right-to-know-law/
https://www.openrecords.pa.gov/Documents/RTKL/PA_Right-To-Know_Law.pdf?pdft=20220418
https://www.openrecords.pa.gov/Documents/RTKL/PA_Right-To-Know_Law.pdf?pdft=20220418
https://dced.pa.gov/download/pennsylvania-municipalities-planning-code-act-247-of-1968/
https://dced.pa.gov/download/pennsylvania-municipalities-planning-code-act-247-of-1968/


Appendix C: Glossary of Acronyms 

 

Acronyms used at MPO meetings 

ADT Average Daily Traffic 
 

ADTT Average Daily Truck Traffic  
 

BAMS Bridge Asset Management System  

Used by PennDOT as a tool for programming bridge repairs based on 

lowest lifecycle costs. 
 

CC Coordinating Committee  

This MPO committee takes official action to transportation plans and 

policies. 
 

Construction Phases:  

PE Preliminary Engineering  

FD Final Design 

U utilities 

ROW right-of-way 

C construction  
 

Erie MPO Metropolitan Planning Organization  

A transportation policy-making committee for Erie County, 

Pennsylvania that approves plans and studies 

 

EATS Erie Area Transportation Study 

This is an alternative name for the Erie MPO. 
 

eSTIP Electronic State Transportation Improvement Program 

This online system is used from process amendments to the Erie TIP. 
 

EJ Environmental Justice 

This refers low income and minority populations. 
 

FCC Fiscal Constraint Chart 

Moving funding between projects or line items on the TIP must show 

where the money is coming from and where it is going.    
 

LFAR Local Federal Aid Route 

The TIP has funds for paving locally owned roads eligible for federal 

aid.  Municipalities can apply for these funds annually.  
 

MPMS Multi-modal Project Management System   
This is PennDOT’s project management system.  All projects are 
assigned an MPMS number.   
 

NHS National Highway System  
Network of important roads designated to receive NHPP funding. 
 

PAMS Pavement Asset Management System  

Used by PennDOT as a tool for programming pavement repairs based 

on lowest lifecycle costs. 
 

PM 1 Performance Measure 1 

These are safety targets.  
 

PM 2 Performance Measure 2 

These are pavement and bridge condition targets. 
 

PM 3 Performance Measure 3 

These are congestion and reliability targets. 
 

TAC Technical Advisory Committee  

This MPO committee reviews transportation plans and policies and 

makes recommendations to the CC.  
 

TAM Transit Asset Management 

These are targets for EMTA’s physical assets such as busses.  
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SR State Route 

These roads are numbered and owned by PennDOT. 

 

Acronyms for Plans/Programs 

LRTP Long Range Transportation Plan 

This plan defines goals, projects and transportation needs for 20 or 

more years into the future.   

MOU Memorandum of Understanding  

An agreement between PennDOT and MPO that defines the process 

to amend the TIP. 
 

PPP Public Participation Plan  

A plan that defines the strategies and requirements for the MPO’s 

public involvement.     
 

STIP State Transportation Improvement Program  

Compiled TIPs from MPOs and RPOs.   
 

TIP Transportation Improvement Program 

This lists all transportation projects using federal funds and/or are 

regionally significant for the next 4 years.  In addition to the project 

lists, the TIP includes the MOU, EJ analysis, Performance Measures, 

Project Selection Criteria, Air Quality Conformity Resolution, etc.   
 

TYP 12-Year Program  

This plan is created by PennDOT for projects statewide for the 

following 12-years. 
 

UPWP Unified Work Planning Program  

This document defines the responsibilities of transportation 

planning. 

Organization Acronyms 

CPDM Center for Program Development and Management    

This is part of PennDOT’s Office of Planning in Harrisburg. 
 

EMTA Erie Metropolitan Transit Authority 

FHWA Federal Highways Administration 

FTA Federal Transit Administration 

PennDOT D-1 the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation’s 

Engineering District 1 

RPO Rural Planning Organization 

While Erie is an MPO, other areas of the state are represented by 

RPOs.  These are combined as MPOs/RPOs when talking about the 

state.    

 

Funding Acronyms 

5307 Federal Transit Administration Urban Area Formula Grants 

Program  

5310 Federal Transit Administration Seniors and Individuals with 

Disabilities Grants Program  

185 Appropriation 185 

State funding for bridges.   
 

581 Appropriation 581 

State funding for highways.   
 

Act 13 Erie County At-Risk Bridge Program  
Local bridge funds assigned by the County. 
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BOF Bridge Off-System  
Federal funds for bridges not on the federal-aid system.   
 

BRIP Bridge Investment Program  
New federal bridge funds with IIJA/BIL. 
 

CMAQ Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program 

Federal Funds that Erie County does not qualify for since 2019 

 

FFY Federal Fiscal Year  
October 1st through September 30th  
 

HSIP Highway Safety Improvement Program 
Federal safety funds allocated to the MPO. 
 

IIJA or BIL    Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act or Bipartisan 

Infrastructure Law 

Federal funding bill that replaces the FAST Act.   
 

NHPP National Highway Performance Program 

Federal funds that can only be used on NHS routes such as the 

interstate highways.  
 

RRX Railway-Highway Crossing Program 

Federal funds assigned at a state level.  
 

STP Surface Transportation Program 
Flexible Federal funds allocated to the MPO.  
 

SXF Special Federal Earmarked Funds 

YOE Year of Expenditure 
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