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  Erie MPO Technical Advisory Committee Meeting  

January 26th 2022 
 
A meeting of the Erie MPO Technical Advisory Committee was held at 10:00 AM via Zoom: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jXEKmrN6JEQ  

 
Those in attendance were:  

Voting Members  Guests 
Organization Representative  Organization Name 
City of Corry None  Millcreek Township Jon Sebesta 
City of Erie LeAnn Parmenter  Our West Bayfront Anna Franz 
 Jason Sayers  (alternate)  Urban Engineers Charity Stover 
 Jon Tushak  Community Activist Freda Tepfer 
 Chuck Scalise (alternate)  PennDOT D 1-0 Ron Johnson 
County of Erie Dale Tshudy   Courtney Lyle 

ECAB None   Lyndsie DeVito 

ECATO Bob Soltis  PennDOT Central Kevin McCullough 

EMTA Dani Duran (alternate)  Former Chair David Mitchell 

ERAA None  Community Activist Art Leopold 

EWPPA None  City of Erie Kathy Wyrosdick 
Fairview Twp None  Senator Toomey Shelia Sterrett 
Harborcreek Twp None   Ashley Megat 
Lawrence Park 
Twp 

None  WRA Scott Thompson-
Graves 

Millcreek Twp  Matt Waldinger 
Kim Clear (alternate) 

   

PennDOT Central Brandon Leach 
Mathew Crea (alternate) 

   

PennDOT 1-0 Brian McNulty 
Tom McClelland 
(alternate) 

   

Summit Twp Mark Welka 
Matt Jonas (alternate) 

   

Wesleyville Boro.  Paul Johnson    

10 voting representatives or voting alternates were in attendance plus 6 additional alternates 

and 14 non-voting attendees.  A quorum was reached.    

  

 

Summary of meeting  

 

1. Call to Order  

Vice-chairman L. Parmenter calls the meeting to order at 10:02 am.   

 

2. Hearing of the Public  

F. Tepfer addressed the board.  Written comments are recorded are the end of this document. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jXEKmrN6JEQ
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3. Election of the Chair, Vice-Chair and Chairman Emeritus 

Secretary Aloiz asked for nominations for chairman.  L. Parmenter nominated Matt Waldinger.  It 

was seconded by J. Tushak.  There were no other nominations.  Secretary Aloiz asked for 

nominations for vice-chairman.  M. Waldinger nominated L. Parmenter.  It was seconded by J. 

Tushak.  There were no other nominations.  Secretary Aloiz asked for confirmation of the slate of 

officers for the 2022 Technical Advisory Committee.  

 

A motion was made by J. Tushak to elect Matt Waldinger and LeAnn Parmenter as chair and 

vice-chair.   It was seconded by B. McNulty.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

Chairman Waldinger thanked the committee and made a motion to recommend that the 

Coordinating Committee amend the MPO bylaws to allow a Chairman Emeritus position for 

Technical Advisory Committee.  This was seconded by B. McNulty.  There were no additional 

discussion.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

4. Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)   

 a. 2021 TIP Modifications  

B. Leach of PennDOT Program Center presented fiscal constraint charts for administrative actions 

that did not require an amendment vote.    

Chairman Waldinger asked about the rules around MPO voting.  Secretary Aloiz said the MPO 

must vote on amendments that are over $2 million in federal funds, add a new federally funded 

project, require air quality conformity, etc. The specific scenarios are defined in the Memorandum 

of Understanding that is adopted ever 2 years with the TIP.   

  b. 2023 12-year TYP including the 4-year TIP  

C. Lyle of PennDOT D-1 presented the revised project list that included projects advanced due to 

IIJA funding.  

 c. 2023 TIP project selection and timeline  

Secretary Aloiz presented the project selection documentation for the IIJA projects and the 

timeline for public comment and adoption.  Questions were raised about the objective criteria for 

TIP projects.  Secretary Aloiz said that the programed projects come from a variety of sources, 

each of those sources has its own ranking criteria.  This will be better explained in the text.   

 

5. $5 Local Use Fee  

Chairman Tushak asked Secretary Aloiz to summarize the meeting.  The meeting notes were sent 

out with the meeting information.   

 

Greene Township deferred funding on Donation Road Bridge until 2023, but Conneaut Township 

(Ore Docks Road Bridge) and Washington Township (Beason Road Bridge) expressed interest in 

using the funding for preliminary engineering (PE) and final design (FC) in 2022.  A motion was 

made by J. Tushak to assign funds PE and FD funds to those projects.  It was seconded by L. 

Parmenter.  There was no further discussion.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

6. Long Range Transportation Plan Draft (WRA) 

Scott Thompson-Graves presented the draft Long Range Transportation Plan.  D. Tshudy asked 

about dirt roads in the rural municipalities.  S. Thompson-Graves said that while LRTP funding can’t 

be used for his local dirt road, policies can be added to the LRTP and more information about 

gravel road locations can be added to maps.  
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The schedule for the LRTP is to put the document out for a 30-day public comment period from 

January 27th to February 25th 2022.  There will be two public meetings during that period.  On 

February 16th there will be a public meeting on Zoom from noon-2:00pm and on the 17th there will 

be an in-person meeting from 4-6:00pm at the Admiral Room of the Blasco Memorial Library.   

 

A motion was made by B. McNulty to put the draft LRTP with edits out for public comment.   It 

was seconded by M. Waldinger.  In response to a question, Secretary Aloiz said that the 

document will be place on the Erie County website, advertised in two legal ads, published in a 

press release, and announced to the MPO, stakeholders and Tribal Nations.  The LRTP comment 

period is separate from the TIP comment period.  The TIP is adopted every 2 years and the LRTP is 

adopted every 5 years.    

 

The motion to open the 30 day LRTP public comment period passed unanimously.   

 

7. Other Business 

B. McNulty suggested having an MPO 101 session for all of the new members.  M. Waldinger 

agreed that a 101 session would be useful.   

 

11. Adjournment  

A motion to adjourn was made by L. Parmenter.  It was seconded by B. McNulty. The meeting 

adjourned at 11:12.   

 

For more information or questions please contact Secretary Emily Aloiz (814)-451-7325 or 

ealoiz@eriecountypa.gov.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84813473350
mailto:ealoiz@eriecountypa.gov
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Comments to ERIE MPO Meeting 1/25/22 

Freda Tepfer M Ed  

 

 Please change the font used on your handouts for something that is easier to read: 

Tahoma, Verdana, and Arial. The font used is very thin and faint.  

 

1. For the projects below and all future projects involving traffic signals and closures of 

sidewalks during construction.  

• Insure that proper management and detectable notification and appropriate detours 

(at signalized crossings) are provided whenever sidewalks are closed. Flagging and 

barriers with no lower bars, or group of cones does not qualify as detectable warning.  

1. Sidewalks should only be closed when absolutely necessary and for the shortest 

amount of time.  

• Insure all signalized crossings have APS Accessible Pedestrian Signals.  

 

MPMS 110342 

MPMS 106421 

MPMS 109901. 

MMPS 107348   

MMPS 87031 

MMPS 99729 

 

 

2. In addition for these two projects  

 

MMPS 110377 

MMPS 110379  

2. Insure community involvement in the design of these bikeways.  

3. Where there are separated/protected bike lanes Utilize most current Best 

Management and Pedestrian Safety Accessibility  research to insure the project does 

not impair the ability of pedestrians who are blind and visually impaired to safely 

cross streets where there are shared or protected bike lanes.  

 

4. MMPS 89218* 

Project added or moved up because of Infrastructure and Jobs Act bill  

Resurface SR 4017 (Pittsburgh Ave) from 8th Street 

to SR 4016 (38th Street) 

Extremely desirable to fund construction of sidewalks on Pittsburgh especially between 26th 

and W 8th St where there are pedestrians, buses and bus stops and little or no sidewalk. 

APS signals needed here as well. With the removal of the 30 bus going to West Erie Plaza 

more pedestrians are forced to walk in the street.  

  

3. Public Transportation Program 

Where is rider involvement occurring in this process?  

 

Where is funding given the infrastructure plan for increased service frequency and density  

Return to Sunday service  

 

4. Winter Pedestrian safety  

For a part of the country that frequently experiences heavy and repeated Snow, Erie County 

and the Erie Metropolitan area is sorely lacking a method for dealing with snow removal in 

order to ensure safe pedestrian travel.  
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Commercial, educational, publicly owned, church owned properties often leave extensive 

stretches of sidewalk in an uncleared condition after snow. In addition to that these 

commercial properties etc often leave extremely large snow berms blocking the sidewalk 

with now accumulated from clearing their driveways and parking lots. City and other plow 

operations leave massive piles of snow that block intersections. They leave piles totally 

beyond the capacity of residential property owners to clear.  

 

Our localities need to follow the lead of places like Anchorage Alaska that have dump trucks 

accompany plows and move excessive snow accumulation to designated locations. Property 

under the management of the Erie Redevelopment Authority,  Erie Land bank etc are ideal 

places to pile the snow, rather than blocking access to crosswalks   

 

5. Public Involvement process 

For the public involvement it is important to have a process that is truly welcoming and 

helps people engage in the process. I recommend the MPO have a public study session with 

the Erie City Council During or preceding the 30 day public comment period. Help people 

understand the planning process and how to read and comment on the plan. Make 

documents available at the library as well as on the MPO website. Help people understand 

the MMPs system and how to look at projects on the PENNDOT maps.  

 

6. Warrant for traffic signal where there is considerable latent demand  

Cranberry and the Bayfront Connector is an example of a location where there are 

significant safety concerns causing people to avoid utilizing the pedestrian crossing. 

PENNDOT and Erie indicated they have to do a traffic count/study to determine if the 

intersection meetings the numerical threshold to be able to install a traffic signal. Due to a 

latent demand for crossing by vehicles and pedestrians because of risk of accident or harm, 

Erie, PENNDOT and MPO should endeavor to receive a waiver in order to be able to install a 

traffic signal at this location.  

 

 
 


