
 

 
Resources for Producers 

 
A Letter to Farmers​: Adapting in the time of COVID-19 

Local Agency Contacts 
Erie County Extension Office 
➔ Phone​: 814-825-0900 
➔ Email: ​ErieExt@psu.edu 

Erie County Farm Service Agency Office 
➔ Phone: ​814-796-6760 

Erie County Farm Bureau 
➔ Phone: ​814-397-0033 

Erie County Dept of Health 
➔ Phone:​ 814-451-6700 

 
Navigating Online Platforms 
➔ (webinar)​ ​Straightforward webinar​ about taking local food sales online ​1.5 hr 
➔ (webinar)​ ​Using online​ sales platform for pre-ordering ​1.5 hrs 
➔ (PDF)​ ​Chart comparing pros and cons​ of different online sale platforms  

 
Information for Employees & Employers 
➔ (PDF) ​Employee Rights Under Sick Leave poster in ​English​ and ​Spanish​ ​from ​agsafe.org 
➔ (video)​ ​Handwashing protocol​ video from the CDC in English and Spanish 
➔ (video)​ Safe working practices in ​English​ and ​Spanish​ from ​agsafe.org 
➔ (article) ​Guidance​ for businesses operating during COVID from Governor Wolf  
➔ (website)​ Support for farmworkers from ​United Farm Workers 
➔ (webinar)​ ​Do I need to provide​ my employees with COVID paid sick leave? ​1hr 
➔ (article)​ ​Safety measures and essential practices​ ​for employers 

 
Continuing Operations 
➔ (article)​ ​G​uidance ​for receiving on-farm deliveries from agriculture.pa.gov 
➔ (PDFs)​ Guidance for ​dairy​, ​livestock​, ​produce 

◆ (webinar)​ ​Steps for dairy managers​ to protect workforce, business and market  
➔ (PDF)​ Guidance for food ​processing and manufacturing 
➔ (compiled resources)​ ​Creating​ a business continuity plan  
➔ (article)​ ​Tips for staying healthy and in business​ during pandemic 
➔ (article)​ Considerations for ​fruit and vegetable growers  
➔ (PDF)​ ​Comprehensive guide​ to marketing and sales  
➔ (article)​ Recommended vendor setup ​guidelines  
➔ (PDF) ​Build a Handwashing Station​ in 10 steps for $20 

 

For more information on the Erie FPAC or to get involved  
check out our facebook or email us: ​eriefpac@gmail.com 

http://blog.localdifference.org/a-letter-to-farmers-adapting-in-the-time-of-covid-19/
mailto:ErieExt@psu.edu
https://www.caff.org/take-your-local-food-online-webinar/
https://farmersmarketcoalition.org/resource/farmers-market-tested-sales-platforms-for-shopper-pre-orders-webinar/?utm_source=FMC+Contact+List&utm_campaign=3ace1db117-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_03_25_05_21_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_f4a6cbdaad-3ace1db117-68324073&goal=0_f4a6cbdaad-3ace1db117-68324073&mc_cid=3ace1db117&mc_eid=c4724b158c
https://cfaky.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Online-Platform-Comparison-Chart.pdf
https://www.agsafe.org/cms/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Employee-Rights-Under-FFCRA_English.pdf
https://www.agsafe.org/cms/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Employee-Rights-Under-FFCRA_Spanish.pdf
https://www.agsafe.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=38&v=d914EnpU4Fo&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4CqHPYGcToc&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EcD4F7G3-Zs&feature=emb_title
https://www.agsafe.org/
https://www.governor.pa.gov/covid-19/business-guidance/
https://ufw.org/
https://farmcommons.org/does-my-farm-have-provide-covid-related-paid-sick-leave-workers-answers-and-issues
https://www.agsafe.org/essentials-for-employers/
https://www.agriculture.pa.gov/foodforthought/Pages/Article.aspx?post=69
https://www.agriculture.pa.gov/Documents/COVID-19%20Dairy%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf
https://www.agriculture.pa.gov/Documents/Guidance%20for%20Livestock%20Markets.pdf
https://www.agriculture.pa.gov/Documents/Farmers%20Markets%20and%20On-Farm%20Markets.pdf
https://agworkforce.cals.cornell.edu/2020/03/18/covid-19-and-your-dairy-webinar-on-friday-march-20-10-am-est/
https://www.agriculture.pa.gov/Documents/FDA%20Food%20and%20Food%20Facilities.pdf
https://farmanswers.org/Library/Record/creating_a_farm_continuity_of_business_plan
https://www.growingformarket.com/articles/strategies-staying-healthy-and-business-through-the
https://fruitgrowersnews.com/news/considerations-for-fruit-vegetable-growers-related-to-coronavirus/
https://www.caff.org/the-farmers-marketing-sales-notebook/
https://extension.psu.edu/recommended-vendor-setup-at-farmers-markets-under-covid-19-guidelines
https://foodsafety.ces.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/handwashing_station_instructions.pdf?fwd=no
mailto:eriefpac@gmail.com


 
 

 

Selling 
➔ (article)​ ​Guidelines​ for holding farmers markets and on-farm markets from 

agriculture.pa.gov 
➔ (blog)​ ​Daily updates​ on farmers market responses to COVID-19 
➔ (video)​ Farmers market ​safe operations​ ​from National Environmental Health Association 

10 min 
➔ (webinar) ​Panel discussion​ with farmers about online sales and promotion through social 

media ​1 hr  
➔ (webinar)​ ​How to​ expand delivery, online ordering, and curbside pickup ​1.5 hr  
➔ (infographic)​ Safely handling and purchasing food at farmers markets signs 

◆ For ​vendors and staff 
◆ For ​consumers 

➔ (webinar)​ ​Weekly webinar​ on aggregation, distribution, and delivery ​1hr 
➔ (article)​ Become an ​online EBT vendor​; provide ​online purchasing​ to SNAP households 
➔ (webinar) ​Opportunities and process for ​Becoming a SNAP Vendor​ in PA ​1hr 

 
Applying for Funding 
➔ (webinar) ​Navigating​ Economic Injury Disaster Loans ​1hr  
➔ (PDF) ​Farmers’ ​guide​ to COVID-19 economic relief  
➔ (article)​ ​Funding​ for distributors significantly impacted by closure of food service entities  
➔ (article) ​CARES​ Act economic assistance for small businesses 
➔ (compiled resources)​ ​Small Business and Nonprofit​ Relief Funding Resources in Response 

to COVID-19 
➔ (article)​ ​USDA​’s Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP) 

◆ (webinar)​ ​Intro​ to CFAP ​15min 
➔ (video)​ Michigan State University Extension: COVID-19 Relief Programs in ​Spanish​ 45min 
➔ (article) ​Receiving funding for donations of surplus food products through ​PASS 

 
Sites with regular updates: 
➔ (blog)​ PA Department of Ag blog called ​“Food for Thought” 
➔ (website)​ Penn State ​Extension 
➔ (blog)​ Ohio Ecological Food and Farm Association ​COVID-19 News 
➔ (blog)​ Pennsylvania Farmers Union ​COVID-19 Page 

 
Compiled Resources 
➔ Northeast Sustainable Agriculture Working Group ​resources 
➔ Free webinars by ​Farm Commons  
➔ Penn State Extension educational resources 

◆ Animal and livestock  

Interested in Volunteering?​ ​Call ServErie at ​(814) 636-5286 

https://www.agriculture.pa.gov/foodforthought/Pages/Article.aspx?post=70
https://www.agriculture.pa.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://farmersmarketcoalition.org/farmers-markets-covid19/
https://www.neha.org/just-in-time/just-in-time-farmers-market-safe-operations
https://www.anymeeting.com/WebConference/RecordingDefault.aspx?c_psrid=EA50DC82894838&code=281-668-086
https://extension.psu.edu/ramp-up-your-online-ordering-for-expanded-delivery-or-curb-side-pickup
https://extension.psu.edu/for-vendors-safely-handling-and-purchasing-foods-at-farmers-markets-with-covid-19-in-mind
https://extension.psu.edu/for-consumers-safely-handling-and-purchasing-foods-at-farmers-markets-with-covid-19-in-mind
https://pasafarming.org/resources/webinar-aggregation-distribution-delivery/
https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/retailer-requirements-provide-online-purchasing
https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/resource-files/online-SNAP-for-retailers-requirements.pdf
https://extension.psu.edu/opportunities-and-process-for-becoming-a-snap-vendor-in-pa
https://farmcommons.org/economic-injury-disaster-loans-farmersranchers-affected-covid-19
http://www.flaginc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Updated-Farmers-Guide-to-COVID-19-Relief-April-27-2020.pdf
https://sustainableagriculture.net/blog/3-billion-coronavirus-funds-for-food-hubs/
https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/cares/assistance-for-small-businesses
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wB-C9efSkBFjYoPqnB4VActAxtgZ4-ClXsMVLK0b8nk/edit#heading=h.ucpc9qurrx1o
https://www.farmers.gov/cfap
https://www.zoomgov.com/rec/play/uMEodu77_T03S9GQtASDBvV8W9Tpe_msgyRM_PMMnUnnVHFQZFugYbsRMeDig41psuSFJs6zyIBAbpfB?continueMode=true
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLK1cQgpBoN9PN9T0_NW1Lm2ySijoeVnxJ
https://www.agriculture.pa.gov/Food/food_assistance/Pages/Pennsylvania-Agricultural-Surplus-Program.aspx
https://www.agriculture.pa.gov/FoodForThought/Pages/Blog.aspx
https://extension.psu.edu/
https://www.oeffa.org/news/covid/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=1a2d6c11-a2c2-4844-a33f-cb89a3574a22
https://pafarmersunion.org/coronavirus/
https://nesawg.org/resources/nesawg%E2%80%99s-covid-19-resource
https://farmcommons.org/resources-search
https://extension.psu.edu/animals-and-livestock
https://www.google.com/search?q=serv+erie&oq=serv+erie&aqs=chrome..69i57j0l3.2012j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#


 
 
 

◆ Crops and produce  
◆ Food safety and quality 
◆ COVID-19 webinars 

➔ National Farm to School Network ​online ordering platform​ resources 
➔ National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition ​COVID-19 resources 
➔ National Young Farmers Coalition ​resource library 
➔ PASA Sustainable Agriculture ​resources  
➔ Farmers Market Coalition ​resources  
➔ Pennsylvania Agriculture Resilience Network ​resources 
➔ Future Harvest ​resources 

 

Interested in Volunteering?​ ​Call ServErie at ​(814) 636-5286 

https://extension.psu.edu/forage-and-food-crops
https://extension.psu.edu/forage-and-food-crops
https://extension.psu.edu/home-page-topics/coronavirus/shopby/webinars
http://www.farmtoschool.org/resources-main/online-platforms-for-farmers-and-producers
https://sustainableagriculture.net/our-work/nsac-response-to-covid-19/covid-19-resources/?emci=283ecdad-907a-ea11-a94c-00155d03b1e8&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=2024917
https://www.youngfarmers.org/young-farmers-covid-19-response/
https://pasafarming.org/resources/
https://farmersmarketcoalition.org/education/
https://parn.psu.edu/resource.html
https://www.futureharvestcasa.org/resources/covid-19-resources-farmers
https://www.google.com/search?q=serv+erie&oq=serv+erie&aqs=chrome..69i57j0l3.2012j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#

