
 

 

ERIE COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH (BOH) 
Monday, October 22, 2018 

5:00 P.M. 
ERIE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

(ECDH) 
 

PRESENT: IN ATTENDANCE:  

Richard A. Ortoski, DO, Chair 
Bishop Clifton McNair, III  
Carla Picardo, MD, MPH  
Mary Jean Taylor, PhD 
 

Melissa Lyon 
Charlotte Berringer 
Nicole Bolash 
Valerie Bukowski 
Karen Tobin 

Pamela Brunner 
David Bruce, Times News 
 

ABSENT: 
Carolynn Masters, PhD, Vice-Chair  

 

I. Call to Order 

 Chairperson, Richard A. Ortoski, DO, called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM.  

 Newest Board of Health member, Mary Jean Taylor, PT, PhD, PCS, was introduced.  She is the Director of 
University Wellness at Gannon University and works with Melissa Lyon on Blue Zones and other projects.  
Introductions were completed by all present.   

  
II. Public Comments - None. 

  
III. Approval of Minutes 

 Meeting minutes from July 23, 2018 were approved on a motion by Carla Picardo, MD and seconded by Bishop 
McNair.  All in favor. 

  
IV. Director’s Report: 

 2019 Budget Proposal 

 Requested the position of a Community Health Strategist which was denied by the County Executive.   

 The Tobacco Grant received funding for an additional Public Health Educator II.  This is the only position that 
was allowed because it is 100% grant funded. 

 ACT 315 funding was reimbursable by the PA Dept. of Health at full funding, if there had been enough state 
funds to realize the full reimbursement of $6 per capita.  This is a positive change for the Health Dept. which 
came about due to spending realignments within the Health Dept. 

 The 2019 Dept. Request Budget that was presented to the County Executive included ACT 315 funding 
based on the full reimbursement scenario.   

 This same budget will be presented to County Council. 

 Routinely, the County will only let the Health Dept. budget for what is expected to be reimbursed by the 
PA Dept. of Health for ACT 315, and not the full funding scenario. 

 The finalized budget will be shared with the Board of Health members. 
  

V. Old Business: 

 Blue Zones Update 

 Corry and the surrounding area will become a Blue Zones Project.   
 Highmark - sending letter of commitment as of 10/22/18; 

 UPMC-Hamot - letter of commitment has been received; 
 LECOM - heard funding approved; waiting for the letter of commitment. 

 The Corry Blue Zones Project will be the "proof of concept model". 
 Corry leadership knows this model is being pursued; working with them more on the foundation period for 

the initialization of the Blue Zones Project. 
 The Erie Co. Dept. of Health (ECDH) will be the contracting entity for the Corry Blue Zones Project. 
 Legal contract language is being finalized as of 10/22/18. 

 The schools in every school district will have the opportunity to become Blue Zones designed schools. 

 County government will be included in the Blue Zones workplace design. 



 

 

  
VI. Board of Health Retreat 

 Public Health Champion Award 
 Purpose is to recognize an individual, organization, agency for public health work in the community. 

 Criteria for the award was reviewed by the Board of Health members. 

 Nominations will be received throughout the year and reviewed by the Director of the Health Dept. and 
the Board of Health members. 
 Announcing the Public Health Champion Award, and the nomination process, will be a story in the 

next distribution of the "Health Highlights".  
 The Board would like categories developed in the future as part of the nomination criteria. 

 Award recipients will be recognized every April during Public Health Week, which will include 
either a press release or news story, and a mini-reception. 

 A sample award process will be shared at the next Board of Health meeting. 

 A motion was made by Bishop McNair to accept the criteria as written and seconded by Carla 
Picardo, MD.  All in favor. 

  

 On-Boarding Process for Board Members 

 An On-Boarding Binder was developed to assist new Board members. The binder can be used as a resource 
for meeting minutes, laws and regulations for the board, membership information, etc. 
 Board members will also be asked to tour the Health Dept. and attend a County Council meeting with 

Melissa Lyon. 

 Melissa Lyon will follow-up with County Liaison Kathy Fatica to get on the agenda to introduce Board 
member Mary Jean Taylor. 
 Dr. Picardo was taken to a County Council meeting and introduced when she was a new Board 

member. 
 Dr. Ortoski inquired about Board members attending an upcoming County Council meeting with 

Melissa Lyon to support the Health Dept.  It was decided to wait until a future date. 
  

 Member Vetting 

 Criteria was developed for the selection process of selecting Board of Health members, outlining the process 
of nominating individuals, recommendations to the County Executive, and acceptance by resolution by 
County Council.  
 Minor changes were recommended by Melissa Lyon.  

 A motion was made by Bishop McNair to accept the changes and the criteria as written, seconded by Mary 
Jean Taylor, PT.  All in favor. 

  
VII. New Business: 

 Board of Health By-Laws 
 Work Session in 2019  (1 hour prior to regular meeting) 

 Use NALBOH as a research tool by the Board Members re: By-Laws for Boards 
 Board of Health members could research by-laws, if they desire, on the NALBOH website or through 

other resources. 
 The review of the by-laws was discussed at the Board of Health Retreat in 2017. 

 Current by-laws are dated 10/28/2013. 

 A one-hour meeting will be held prior to the official Board of Health meeting to discuss by-law 
revisions. 

 Melissa Lyon will look at the by-laws of other accredited health departments. 

 Bishop McNair requested information be provided in advance of the one-hour meeting for the 
Board's review.  

 Email suggestions will be sent to Melissa Lyon.  
 There are no items of concern. 
 Attendance could be addressed in the by-laws. 

 Melissa Lyon will inquire about review of the updated by-laws by the County Solicitor and if the by-
laws have to be put before County Council. 

  
 



 

 

 Board of Health Meeting Schedule for 2019 
 On a motion from Mary Jean Taylor, PT, and seconded by Carla Picardo, MD, the following dates were elected 

for the 2019 Erie County Board of Health meetings, which will be held on the dates listed below, 5:00 PM, at 
the Erie County Department of Health, Second Floor Conference Room. All in favor. 

 February 25, 2019 

 April 29, 2019 

 July 22, 2019 
 October 28, 2019 

  
VIII. Board Updates: 

 Division Reports - Formal Written Reports Provided in Advance of Board Meeting 
 Q&A 

 Community Health Services:  Due to computer server issues, some of the report did not get included in 
the document sent to the Board of Health members. 
 Flu season has started with the report of Type B. 

 There was a Salmonella outbreak.  Staff worked well together across the Health Dept., and with the 
State Health Dept., the Dept. of Agriculture, and two other counties.  The outbreak, caused by 
drinking raw milk, was handed off to the State Health Dept. because it crossed counties.   

 Oral health for children continues with a new subcontracted dental hygienist.  Hamot Health 
Foundation provided a grant to provide tele-dental services.  This is the first pilot dental program in 
PA. 

 Environmental Health Services:   

 Dragon's Breath - This franchise business was closed after extensive research was conducted 
regarding the bodily injury that can occur with consuming cereal sprayed with liquid nitrogen.  A new 
environmental policy has been established.  Thank you to both Dr. Ortoski and Dr. Snow for their 
guidance and expertise regarding food grade liquid nitrogen. 

 Health Promotion/Quality Improvement: 
 The Tobacco Grant received additional funding through the Master Settlement Funds for a Public 

Health Educator II to help address the diverse programs associated with the Tobacco Grant.  The 
Tobacco grant deliverable address collaboration on health topics that include: falls, diabetes 
prevention, LGBTQ population health, and cancer, to name a few.    

  
IX. Adjournment 

 The meeting was adjourned at 6:03 PM on a motion by Bishop McNair and seconded by Carla Picardo, MD.  All in 
favor. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Tina Burling, Recording Secretary 

 
The next Health Board meeting is scheduled for MONDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2019, AT 5:00 P.M. 


