
 

 

ERIE COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH (BOH) 
Monday, April 23, 2018 

5:00 P.M. 
ERIE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

 
PRESENT: IN ATTENDANCE:  
 Richard A. Ortoski, DO, Chair 
 Carolynn Masters, Ph.D., Vice-Chair  
 Carla Picardo, MD, MPH 
 

 Melissa Lyon 
 Charlotte Berringer 
 Nicole Bolash 
 Valerie Bukowski 
 Karen Tobin 

Kathy Fatica, Co. Council Liaison 
R. Anthony Snow, MD 
Pamela Brunner 
 

EXCUSED: 
 Bishop Clifton McNair, III 
 Joy E. Taylor, Esq., MPH ( resigned) 

  

 
I. Call to Order:  Chairperson, Richard A. Ortoski, DO, called the meeting to order at 5:02 PM. 

 
II. Public Comments:  None to report. 

 
III. Presentations:  None. 

 
IV. Approval of Minutes: 

 Meeting minutes from February 26, 2018 were approved on a motion from Carolynn Masters, PhD, 
and seconded by Richard Ortoski, DO.  All in favor. 
 

V. Director’s Report: 
 Rising Star Award:  

 Breanna Adams, Environmental Protection Specialist, was nominated for the National Network 
of Public Health Institutes (NNPHI) Rising Star Award by Sarah Morgan, one of the Quality 
Improvement Co-Chair of the Health Department.  Breanna has initiated and supported quality 
improvements efforts in the Environmental Division as well as throughout the entire 
department and is the co-chair on the Health Department’s Media Relations Plan committee. 
Additionally, the award includes recognition for her service work in the community as well.  
Breanna will receive her national recognition award at the conference in New Orleans on May 
23, 2018.   
 Carolynn Masters, PhD, proposed that the Board of Health recognize Breanna with a 

letter from the Board.  Dr. Masters volunteered to draft the letter and present it to the 
Chairman, Dr. Ortoski, for review and signature. Melissa Lyon will provide information 
to Dr. Masters related to Breanna’s award. 

 Kathy Fatica, County Council Liaison for the Health Department, also proposed that 
County Council recognize Breanna for her accomplishments and will draft a letter for 
County Council members to sign, after Melissa provides details related to the award.  

 Melissa Lyon will also attend the conference to support Breanna and to learn about 
other initiatives for measurable outcomes for the Health Department, as part of 
accreditation. 

 LGBTQ+ Conference: 
 The second annual LGBTQ+ Conference will be held on June 12 & 13, 2018 in Cranberry, PA, at 

the Pittsburgh Marriott North Hotel.  The Erie County Department of Health Tobacco Use 
Prevention Grant is heavily involved with the conference, as this population is 
disproportionately affected by tobacco use.  Information has been sent to schools, 
universities, and community partners, and will be sent to Board members. The Tobacco Grant 
has funds to cover hotel accommodations if notification is received by May 10, 2018.  
Registration is free; however, advanced registration is required.  Funding for the conference is 
provided by the PA Dept. of Health. 



Erie County Board of Health        April 23, 2018 

 

  2 

 The 2017 conference was well received and raised awareness levels on a wide range of 
topics for the attendees. 
  

VI. Old Business: 
 Blue Zones Update:   

 Blue Zones (BZ) Funding – Erie Community Foundation (ECF) Full Proposal: 

 The Erie Community Foundation accepted the Partnership for a Healthy Community’s 
Letter of Intent proposal for a Blue Zones Project and requested a full proposal be 
submitted.  A full proposal will be submitted May 14, 2018 for $250,000 per year for the 
next 5 years, totaling $1,250,000.  Awards will be given in June 2018.  The Partnership, a 
501c3, consists of representatives from the ECDH, all of the hospitals and Emergycare.  

 Emerge 2040 Support of Blue Zones (BZ): 

 Melissa Lyon and William McCarthy, both representing the Erie Blue Zones Planning 
Committee, presented the proposed Erie Blue Zones Project to Emerge 2040 on April 19, 
2018.  A Letter of Support (LOS) was created by Emerge 2040 to support a Blue Zones 
Project for Erie County; their presentation provided additional information to the 
representatives of Emerge 2040 on the Blue Zones Project. Outlined in the Destination 
Erie/Emerge 2040 mid-term goals for Erie County, public health accreditation would be 
given to area businesses/agencies that are improving the health of the community; this 
is the framework for a Blue Zones Project for Erie County.  Blue Zones would provide the 
measurements and accountability to sustain a healthy community.  The healthcare 
systems received a letter and background information on Blue Zones to officially request 
funding for the Erie Blue Zones Project. 

 ECGRA Meeting with Ridge Policy Group: 

 Melissa Lyon and William McCarthy, as representatives of the Erie Blue Zones Planning 
Committee, have been requested to present the Erie Blue Zones Project, and the 
futuristic goals to improve the health and quality of life in Erie County, to ECGRA (Erie 
County Gaming Revenue Authority) and Ridge Policy Group on April 27, 2018.  The 
proposed outcome would be to establish funding on a state and federal level to support 
Blue Zones.  If approved in the state budget, counties across Pennsylvania would receive 
funding to become Blue Zones Project, thereby, improving the health of all residents.  
On a federal level, if cost savings are realized under Medicaid, those funds could be 
utilized for residential health improvements and sustainability efforts of Blue Zones 
nationwide. 

 Board of Health Retreat: 

 Public Health Champion Award: 

 During the Board of Health Retreat in 2017 the idea of recognizing an agency/business 
or individual in the community who has promoted public health was a concept that the 
Board of Health members strongly endorsed.  To develop the criteria and then propose 
an award recipient, both Dr. Ortoski and Dr. Picardo agreed to meet with Melissa Lyon 
during a special meeting in June 2018.  Contact has been made with the Licking County 
Health Department in Ohio, who also have a similar community award, to request 
details on their award criteria and processes.  More information will be provided at a 
later date. 

 On-Boarding Process for Board Members: 

 As new Board of Health members join the Board, a process should be in place to orient 
them to the Health Department.  Both Dr. Ortoski and Dr. Masters agreed to meet with 
Melissa Lyon to develop this process.  Their meeting will take place in June 2018; more 
details are forthcoming. 
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VII. New Business:  

 Resignation of Joy Taylor, Esq. from the Board of Health: 

 Joy Taylor, Esq., resigned from the Board of Health for personal reasons.  Richard Ortoski, DO, 
made a motion to accept Attorney Taylor’s resignation, seconded by Carolynn Masters, PhD.  
All in favor.  The Board members requested that a gift of appreciation be sent to Attorney 
Taylor for her time and commitment to the Board of Health. 

 Recommendations from the Board of names to forward to the C.E. 

 Melissa Lyon asked the Board members if they would like to recommend any names for 
Attorney Taylor’s replacement.  Following an in-depth discussion, the Board members decided 
to forward names and bios of individuals who they would like to recommend as a Board 
member to Melissa Lyon, via email, by the end of May 2018.  A special meeting will be held in 
June 2018 to review the candidates’ information with all the current Board members.  Three 
(3) candidates’ information will be forwarded to the County Executive for her review, selection 
and recommendation to County Council to fill the position vacated by Attorney Taylor. Due to 
timelines, the Board would like to see the new Board member selected and available for 
business by, or before, the final Board meeting on October 22, 2018. 

 Upon further discussion, the Board requested Melissa Lyon to contact Joy Taylor, Esq., 
regarding a recommendation of another attorney as her replacement. 

  
VIII. Board Updates: 

 Division Reports with Q&A 

 As of April 14, 2018, at total of 3,702 flu cases have been reported. 

 There are 2 malaria cases reported in Erie County.  Two individuals traveled abroad without 
following malaria prophylaxis recommendations and became infected with malaria; they are 
being treated appropriately. 

 Heart Smarts events, providing fresh fruits and vegetables at 3 local neighborhood 
convenience stores, has been very successful.  There have been 14 events to date, where 
participants receive “heart bucks” to purchase the fruits and vegetables if they participate in a 
healthy initiative located within the store, such as a high blood pressure screening.  To date 
3,606 vouchers (equal to dollars) have been spent on healthy food options. These events are 
scheduled at the 3 stores throughout May and June. 

 A harmful algae bloom survey is being distributed to gauge the public’s knowledge about the 
blooms.  Board members were asked to participate in the survey. They were each provided a 
paper copy of the survey to complete and return to the Environmental Health division. 

  
IX. Other Business: 

 Board Member trip to Cuba 

 Carolynn Masters, PhD, and a group of nursing students from Penn State Behrend traveled to 
Cuba in early 2018 to study Cuba’s healthcare system.  Dr. Masters would like some of the 
students to present to the Board of Health at a future meeting in 2018. 

 
X. Adjournment: 

 The meeting was adjourned at 5:53 p.m., on a motion by, Carla Picardo, MD, and seconded by 
Carolynn Masters, PhD.  All in favor. 
  

Respectfully submitted, 
Pamela K. Brunner, Recording Secretary 

  
The next Health Board meeting is scheduled for MONDAY JULY 23, 2018, AT 5:00 P.M. 

 



Administration Division Report

The BZ National Representatives revisited Erie on April 5th from 2-5 p.m. to present the proposal to a small intimate 
group of funders and municipalities. A deadline for funding commitment was provided to the attendees at this 
meeting. April 27th the funding entities must respond to the Public Health Director in writing their intent to fund the 
project. This will then determine the next steps for seeking funding from other entities. 

a.
Old Business/Current Projects:1.

Two job descriptions have been submitted to county administration for reclassification. The current Grants and Fiscal 
Officer and Executive Secretary/Office manager positions have been revised to meet the needs of the department 
and future of public health in Erie County. The revised job descriptions and duties required a reclassification and is in 
progress with County HR and County Administration. 

a.
New Business:2.

With anticipated retirements and changing national and stat priorities, it is a perfect time for the Department 
Division Directors and Leadership team to develop a succession plan to ensure the stability and sustainability for 
ECDH. A facilitator will be used to complete the project. This will keep each member of the team accountable for the 
process as well as ensure ownership of the final product. 

a.
Future Planning/Areas of Concern:3.

Community Health Services Division Report

Hep A vaccine was offered at an overflow shelter on 3/19/18 in coordination with EUMA Health Care for the 
Homeless services and Community Health Net. Nine (9) customers were served. This was good for our first effort with 
this challenging to serve population. 

a.
Old Business/Current Projects:1.

World TB Day was celebrated on March 24 through a grant from Oxford/Immunotec. Free TB tests (T-Spot) were 
offered at St. James AME Church, 236 E 11th St, Erie. Free rapid HIV and Syphilis were also offered. Twelve (12) TB 
tests were performed and 2 HIV/syphilis tests were performed. 

a.

Dental services has received a $21,000 grant from Hamot Health Foundation. This will assist is sustaining Public 
Health Dental Hygienist services through the 2018 calendar year. 

b.

Flu-definitely a record breaker with 3544 cases reported through 4/7. Last season's record breaking total was 2110.c.

New Business:2.

None to report.a.
Future Planning/Areas of Concern:3.

Environmental Health Services Division Report

Reductions to multiple budget expenditure linesi.
Increased fees in a new Environmental Fee Scheduleii.
Joint efforts between Environmental field staff and the Tobacco programiii.

Act 12 Funding cuts: County Council passed ordinances to address budget issues including: a.
Old Business/Current Projects:1.

Harmful Algal Bloom Survey-The last two years we distributed surveys to the general public to assess their knowledge 
of ticks and rabies. This year we created a survey to assess the public's knowledge of harmful algal blooms

a.

Dawat Restro-citations filed against this restaurant for 15 food safety violationsi.
Citations filed against numerous Small Flow Treatment Facility permittees for failure to pay inspection feesii.

Legal cases:b.

Mosquito Control grant funds were used to clean up a small tire pile along East Lake Road  in Harborcreek. Adult 
Probation crew members removed the tires and Harborcreek Township hauled the tires to Pro Waste for recycling. 

c.

New Business:2.
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Probation crew members removed the tires and Harborcreek Township hauled the tires to Pro Waste for recycling. 
Additional funds are available for another cleanup.

None to report.a.
Future Planning/Areas of Concern:3.

PHP/Epidemiology Division Report

The Erie County Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) Survey  report titled "2016-2017 Erie County 
Health Survey (ECHS): Understanding the Health of Adult Residents" is now available on the Erie County Department 
of Health website at www.ecdh.org under Health News.

a.
Old Business/Current Projects:1.

The Public Health Preparedness Coordinator attended an Incident Command System (ICS) logistics 
receiving/distribution manager training at Erie County EMA.

a.

The Public Health Preparedness Coordinator and the Refugee Health Case Coordinator attended the 2018 
Preparedness Summit held in Atlanta, Georgia. This annual conference is sponsored by the CDC and provides up-to-
date  information and guidelines for public health preparedness.

b.

The PHP/Epidemiology Manager attended the quarterly PADOH epidemiology meeting in Mechanicsburg, PA. 
Surveillance and infectious disease updates were highlighted.

c.

The PHP/Epidemiology Coordinator and the Public Health Preparedness Coordinator attended the Statewide 
Advisory Committee for Preparedness (SACP) in Mechanicsburg, PA. This provides an opportunity for local health 
department representatives as well as leaders of the regional Healthcare Coalitions to meet, receive information, and 
review preparedness protocols from the state preparedness leaders.

d.

The Epidemiology Investigator completed the 2017 Workforce Development Report and introduced the 2018 
Workforce Development Plan.

e.

New Business:2.

None to report.a.
Future Planning/Areas of Concern:3.

Health Promotion & Quality Improvement Division Report

The 2nd Annual PA LGBT+ Health Conference will be held in Cranberry, PA on June 12-13, 2018 with a focus on the 
older adult LGBT+ population and on behavioral health.

a.

We met with Lt. James Amann, Penn State Behrend’s Campus Police Commander, about placement of a MRU 
in the campus police office. He was very receptive to this idea. However, due to its limited space, there isn’t 
room for a unit in the campus police office itself. And there doesn't appear to be any other area of that building 
with law enforcement present at all times. We will continue to have discussion with Lt. Amann. 

i.

We discussed placement of a MRU at LECOM with Kim Burns and she's assigned two interns the task of 
developing a presentation, to be presented to LECOM administrators, describing the campus and community’s 
need for a MRU at the college. 

ii.

Medication Return Unit follow up---b.

Old Business/Current Projects:1.

We've been approved for a VISTA to continue work surrounding the implementation of a Food Policy Advisory 
Council for Erie County. Interviews will take place between April 23-May 4th and the potential start date would be  
July 23rd. 

a.

The Heart Smarts initiative through our Healthy Corner Store program has been overwhelmingly successful. Through 
this program community members are able to go to a participating corner store, meet with a registered dietician for 
a 2-3 minute nutrition education program and sample a healthy and affordable food made with ingredients found at 
the corner store. Then, participants are able to get their body mass index and blood pressure screened by Adagio 
Health staff. For their participation, community members receive “Heart Bucks” which allow them to purchase 
healthy items while they are at the store. This includes items like fresh produce, 100% juice, eggs, low-fat dairy 
products, oats, whole-grain cereal or whole-grain bread or other healthful items. To date, we have held 11 events at 
three different stores which collectively traded $2,600 in Heart Bucks for $2,600 healthy food items.  Flyers for the 
events are attached.  

b.

The quarterly prescription collection event on 3/6/2018 resulted in the DEA and National Guard collecting 874.2 
pounds of medications from the Medication Return Units in Erie County. 

c.

New Business:2.

None to report.a.
Future Planning/Areas of Concern:3.
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